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FISHING REPORT:

Now that spring is here, anglers have put their ice shelters in storage and are getting out
their gear and also taking the covers of their boats, more and more of them are venturing out
as weather permits. Facebook is loaded with pictures of nice crappie and perch catches. It
only gets better from here.

THE SPEAKER AT OUR MARCH MEETING

was Jim Pfendler, Past
President of the Northwest
PA TU Chapter who gave an
interesting slide presentation
about the stream restoration
process at Lamson Run,
a tributary of Elk Creek in
the West County that was
accomplished by a dedicated
group of volunteers from
Trout Unlimited, 3-CU, PA
Steelhead Assoc. and the
SONS of Lake Erie and the
outstand success it achieved
to the extent that newly
hatched steelhead were
found in the stream during a
recent survey.

BIRTHDAY WISHES

for Ed Kissell, Larry Lipinski and Jerry Skrypzak were expressed at the March SONS
meeting with cakes and candles. Fire regulations would not permit lighting of all candles for
these three octogenarians. The 250 candles if lit would have set off the sprinkler system and
summoning the fire department.

Jerry, Ed and Larry hold onto the cakes while the SONS chorus sing “Happy Birthday” (mostly off key)

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Sat April 26th 8:30 12 Rotary
Pavilion Presque Isle Clean up
serve lunch to volunteers

Sat May 3rd 8:30- 11
Harborcreek Municipal Park
pond Kids Fishing event

Tues May 6th 6-? East
Waterworks Pond Cub Scout
Pack 59 fishing

Tues May 13th 10-12 East
Waterworks Pond Neuro
Restorative individuals fishing

Thurs May 15th 6-7:30
Asbury Woods

Sat. May 17th 9-12 Group 1 and
Group 2 10-12 East Waterworks
Pond 2 GSA troops fishing

We will have volunteer signup
sheets at our April 28th
General Membership meeting.

NEW MEMBER

Ken Churchill attended our March
meeting along with his two sons,
Landon and Emmett, and won a
tackle box and two fishing rods
reminding me of the times when
| brought my two sons to our
meetings 40 years ago.




SONS 2025
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON
is a depiction of a crappie this year. This is
in keeping with featuring a native species

fish on the button. You can pick up the 2025
pin at anyone of our events or meetings or
you can get one by sending $3.00 to SONS
of Lake Erie, PO Box 3605, Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA_ 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2025
=_ Name
1 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKE?ER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

PLEASE

DON’T
LITTER.

JEREMY SCOTT AND FRIENDS’
DREAM ADVENTURE

Jeremy Scott our speaker for our April meeting posted the
following, describing a recent fishing trip:

The people in the photos are Jeremy Scott, Mike Hinkle, Tom
Andris from Michigan and Ed Hackett from Atlanta Georgia
and first mate. We fished for Sailfish in Guadamala trolling 8
to 9 miles per hour using teasers & fresh bait on a single circle
hook. We landed 43 Sails and 8 Mahi in four days of fishing in
1900 to 5000 feet of water but baits are kept on the surface so
you see the bite. The fight only lasts around 10 to 15 minutes
because the water was 88 degrees and the Sailfish are catch &
release and they don’t want to stress them too much with a long
battle. The captain circles the fish once hooked and backs the
boat down on them so they are landed quickly.

10 year old Aisla Froess was recruited by Fin and Fur Chairman
Bob Zawadzki to draw the winning tickets. Bob has acted as
chairman of the F & F raffle since it was started 44 years ago.

FIN AND FUR RAFFLE WAS HELD
AT THE ICE OUT PARTY

The conclusion of our Ice Out Party was marked with our Fin
and Fur Raffle as it has since the event was started 44 years
ago. The winners of the raffle were as follows:

1st Prize  $ 5000 Ed Pfadt, Waterford PA
2nd Prize $ 1500 Doug Straw Lake City PA
3rd Prize  Charter on Heartbeat Steve Sweet Union City PA
4th Prize  Charter on Waterbok Mark Salsbury Union City PA
5th Prize $ 300 gift certificate Ray Massing Erie PA
6th Prize $ 250 gift certificate To Edinboro Sports
Mark Chapman Corry PA
7th Prize  $ 250 gift certificate to Poor Richards
S. Mizikowski Erie PA
8th Prize  $ 200 gift certificate to Poor Richards
John Connors Albion PA
9th Prize  $ 200 gift certificate to Underdog Barbecue
John Haschalk Springboro PA
10th Prize $ 200 gift certificate to Poor Richard’s
Ed Lisiecki Erie PA
11th Prize $ 200 in admission to the Perch Pirate
David Sprowls Wheeling West Virginia
12th Prize $ 150 gift certificate to Fish USA
Denny Maloney Waterford PA
13th Prize one year membership to Lake Shore Towing

Alicia Erie PA



ICE OUT PARTY
AND FIN & FUR

THANK YOU DONORS!

Special thanks to Jack Klapthor, Larry Lipinski, John
Krupinski, Mary Runser and Tom Nichols for traveling
hundreds of miles around the County to solicit door
prizes. They collected over 300 prizes from our
extremely generous donors. More thanks are in order
to our major prize donors many of whom have been
sponsors for decades. We also would like to thank our
tackle shops and businesses for providing generous
discounts so we could supplement our door prize
collection.

Please support all of those listed on the
next page who support us.

Approx. 600 adults and 100 children converged on the Shrine
Club in Erie on March 30th, 2025 to join in the fun at our Ice
Out Party. Thanks to the hard work of over 70 volunteers we
attempted to provide a fun event for our guests. Our kitchen
crew headed by Jack Bock served over 1400 hot dogs, pans of
salads, beans, sauerkraut and Greek sauce to what seemed
to be and endless line of hungry participants. Ed Kissell with
the help of Rick Makowski, Sharon Lipinski, Paul Holtz, Casey
Grabinski and Rich Cass drew out raffle tickets, auctioned of
and handed out hundreds of door prizes that were donated by
over 200 individuals and businesses.

There was a wide variety of activities including a 50-50 raffle,
a picnic package raffle, pull tab tickets, a ham raffle, a ladies
only raffle, a Chinese basket auction and tip boards. Each
kid in attendance was given a fishing rod. Kids activities and
games including a perch coloring contest were provided for
kids by Team Lubak.

Our great team of officers and board of directors spent
countless hours getting the logistics in place as well as the
great hospitality by the staff of the Erie Shrine Club made the
event a huge success. Also we would like to thank all those
who attended for their support.
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PLEASE NOTE IF YOU HAVE MADE A DONATION TO US
AND YOU ARE NOT MENTUIONED BELOW, WE APOLOGIZE.

Cpt. Bob Ferraro Heartbeat Charters
Capts Steve Skrypzak & Tom Mascharka

1000 BEERS

12TH ST BEER

A DUCHINI/ACE HARDWARE
ACE HARDWARE UNION CITY
AFTON LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
AIRPORT BEER

AJ'S COLONY PLAZA
ALACARTE

ALL ABOARD DINOR
ALLABOUT HAIR

ALLBURN FLORISTS

ALLEN STONEWARE
AMBRDGE ROSE

ANDY’S PUB

ARROWHEAD WINERY
BARBATO'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT
BEECHWOOD 1NN

BEER & POP WAREHOUSE
BERT'S BIKES & FITNESS
BIANCHI HONDA

BILL'S BAKERY

BOB FERANDO FORD WORLD
BOBCAT OF ERIE

BOB'S GUN SHOP

BOYER BOAT &RV

BREW ERIE

BUONA CUCINA

C & CARCHERY

CAKE WEST MARKET
CAKERY CAFE

CALAMARI'S CALI'S

CAPLAN COMPANY
CHAMPION FORD

CHICK -FIL-A

CHICO'S RESTAURANT
COACHS

COCACOLA

COLONY PIZZA & CATERING
COLONY PUB & GRILL
COPPER CUTS PET GROOMING
COUNTRY HAMMER DISTILERY
COURTYARD WINERY
COVENTINA SPA

CREATIVE IMPRINTS

CROSS ROADS DINOR
DARCY’S PUB

DELTA SONIC

DOBBER AUTO SUPPLY
DOMINO’S PIZZA

DONATO'S PIZZA

DONATO'S PIZZA
DRAGONFLY

EAST END ANGLER
EASTLAND BOWL

EASTWAY LANES

FIN AND FUR RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS

Waterboc Charters

Fish USA and FishErie.com
Winschel Bros. Landscaping
Poor Richard’s Bait and Tackle

Mickey McMahon
Underdog Barbecue

Alex Motor Sport

Perch Pirate
Janitors Supply

Lake Shore Towing

DOOR PRIZE AND RAFFLE DONORS

EAT & PARK

EDINBORO OUTDOORS

EL AMIGO MEXICAN GRILL

EL CANELO RESTAURANT
ERICSON MEMORIAL STUDIO
ERIE BATTERIES ALTENATORS
CHARGERS

ERIE OTTERS

ERIE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
ERIE SEAWOLVES

ERIE WESTERN PA PORT AUTH
ERIE-CRAWFORD COUNTY CO-OP
FERRIERS HARDWARE
FIRESTONE TIRE

FIRESTONE TIRE 18TH AND STATE
FISH USA

FISHERMAN’S HAVEN
FITNESS U

FIVE GUYS HAMBURGERS
FLIP CAFE

FLOOR EXPRESSIONS
FRENCH CREEK FISHING CO.
FUNK' N JUNK

GAME ON CUTS

GEANDVIEW BEER

GEM CITY DINOR

GEM CITY OUTDOORSMEN CLUB
GERLACH'S GARDEN CENTER
GIRARD BEER DISTRUTOR
GIRARD BEER DISTRUTOR
GOKDEN CORRAL
GORENFLO’S GUN SHOP
GREEN GARDEN LANES

H & K DONUT SHOP

H&S COMPUTER SALES &
SERVICE

HALLMAN CHEVROLET
HALLMAN HYUNDI

HERITAGE WINERY

HILLTOP BEER

HITE COMPANY

HOME DEPOT

HOPE'S OFFICE

HUME'S AUTO

IMPERIAL BUFFET & GRILL
IRONSTONE MEADERY
JAKE’S ON THE PARK

JIMMY JOHNS SUB SHOP
JOHN ADAMS BICYCLES

JOHN KRUPINSKI

JUICE JAR

KATHY DUNN

KRAUS DEPT STORE
LAKESIDE BAGEL

LARRY STADLER

LARRY’S CENTRAL MARKET
LONG HORN STEAK HOUSE
LAVERY BREWING

LORIE’S WILD RIDGE
RESTAURANT

LUCKY LOUIES

LUMINARY DISTILLERY
MANDY'’S TACK SHOP
MARIA'S PIZZA

MARY COSTELLO

MARY RUNSER

MAX & ERMA'S

MC KEAN TAVERN

MC QUILLEN AUTO
MEEKER'S PIZZA

MICKEY MC MAHON
MIDWAY BEER

MIGHTY FINE DONUTS
MIRROR SALON

MOMMA J'S

MONROE BRAKE & TIRES
MOOSEHEAD POTTERY
MUD PUPPIES

MY DAD'S PIZZA

NAPA

NAPA GIRARD

NEIGERS FEED MILL

NEW YORK LUNCH
NICKELPLATE MILLS

ODIS 12

OFF ROAD EXPRESS PEACH
OFF ROAD EXPRESS RTE 8
OLIVE GARDEN

O'REILY AUTO PARTS
O'REILY AUTO PARTS
OUTBACK STEAK HOUSE
OUTPOST COFFEE SHOP
PANOS RESTAURANT
PATTI'S PIZZA

PATTY LEONE

PERCH PIRATE

PERKINS RESTAURANT
PERRY MILL SUPPLY
PITTSBURGH PAINT
PONFEIGH DISTILLERY
POOR RICHARD’S BAIT & TACKLE
POTRATZ FLORISTS

PEPSI COLA CO.
PIZZAHUT

PRESQUE ISLE FISH & FARM
MARKET

PRESQUE ISLE GUN SHOP
PRESQUE ISLE SPORTS
PRESSED BOOK STORE
PRIMANTI BROS

PRINTING CONCEPTS

PUEBLO’S REAL RESTAURANT
QUEEN NAILS

R&S SPORTS

RALPH MILLER JEWELERS
RAS AUTO BODY

REASON SALON

RELISH

REMNANT STORE

RICK WEAVER BUICK
RINGSIDE RESTAURANT
ROMOLO’S CHOCOLATE
ROTH CADILAC

ROUTE 99 AUTO PART

SAM'S CLUB

SERAFIN'S MARKET
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT CO
SHOOTER'S WAREHOUSE
SILK SCREEN UNLIMITED

SIX PACK OF BEER
SKIPPERENO'’S PIZZA

SKY NAILS

SMITH PROVISION
SPORTSMAN'S WAREHOUSE
STANGENELLI'S

SUE AND STEVE CAPELLA
TAMI BATKO

TASTE OF THAI CUISINE

THE APPLE BASKET

TIRES FOR LESS

TIRES FOR LESS PITTSBURG AVE
TOYOTAFORKLIFT
TRAWKA'S MARKET
PRESQUE ISLE GALLERY & GIFTS
TRINITY APIARY

TUDOR HOOK N NOOK

UGLY TUNA RESTAURANT
U-HAUL BUFFALO RD
UNDERDOG BARBECUE
URBANIAK BROS

VALERIO’S

VALU HOME CENTER W 38
VALU HOME CENTER W 12
VALU HOME CENTER BUFF RD
VINTAGE WOOD FIRE PIZZA
WATERFORD PIZZA

WEBER ELECTRIC

WERNER BOOKS

WEST END HARDWARE
WESTLAKE BEER

WESTWAY BOWLING ALLEY
YAPLE’S VACUUM CENTER
YAPLE’S VACUUM CENTER
YAPLE'S VACUUM CENTER EAST
YE OLE SWEET SHOP |
YELLOW JACKET CAFE



HATCHERY UPDATE

As reported, on November 20 2024, 1200 Brown Trout hatchery crew removed about 900 trout and stocked them
were delivered to the SONS hatchery. A crew of volunteers into Presque Isle Bay. Following the fish stocking the tanks
spent the next 4 months feeding treating and caring for the and equipment was cleaned and mad ready to receive our
fish resulting their growing to 8-12 inches. On March 19 our  allotment of walleye eggs.

S.0.N.S OF LAKE ERIE
SPONSOR

C0-0P COLD WATER NURSERY

COOL W)™\ HATCHERY
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Following the brown trout stocking on April 3,2025 our hatchery crew went to the PFBC hatchery in Linesville, Pa and picked
up 4 bags containing 1.5 million walleye eggs. Some of the eggs were already hatching as they were placed into the hatching
jars. Shown above our hatchery team carefully ladling the live walleye eggs into the hatching jars.

On Sat. and Sun. April 12 & 13 the doors at our hatchery were open to the public. The visitors were able to see the walleye
eggs hatching as the process is nearing conclusion. The tiny walleye were released into Presque Isle Bay on April 17, 2025




WALNUT CREEK ACCESS WAS DREDGED

during March and early April after the marina basin was dammed up and pumped out.

Walnut Creek Access Area, Fairview, PA

Above are screen grab images taken off of the Walnut Creek web cam while excavators and dump trucks operated by
PFBC crewmen remove debris and mud from the basin and mouth of Walnut Creek.

SEA WALL AT PIGS ROAM AMONG US

NORTH EAST MARINA COLAPSES

While attending the PA Steelhead Assoc. meeting

A section of seawall has broken off and fallen into the NE Marina ~ on April 9th | heard some disturbing news. Three
basin. The Marina was closed for safety reasons however plans property owners who own property bordering
are in the works to repair the damage. beautiful fishery resources. ~ Manchester Falls on Walnut Creek had some

MONSTER PERCH
This huge 17 inch 3.2 pound perch

was posted on Facebook by Presque
Isle Fish and Firm.

o
S

horrific stories about the conduct of anglers who
fish the creek. Access is granted to the stream by
these landowners through an easement agreement
with the PFBC. What was not granted was a license
for these anglers to litter, defecate, trespass into
private areas, fill the air with foul language and to
disturb the night time quiet of the land owners.

As mentioned last month, the PSA has requested
that areas along these streams be closed to
fishing from dusk to dawn. This would include the
Walnut waterfalls.

After listening to the stories conveyed by the land
owners we concur and support the PSA request
and at the same time that our bay and lake
fishermen please exercise manners and respect
for our beautiful fishery resources.

TOWING SERVICE STANDING BY TO HELP

Lakeshore Towing Marine Services is ready to launch their 38th year of assisting
boats on Presque Isle Bay and Lake Erie. Five of Lakeshore’s six work boats
are already in the water. Lakeshore Towing normally assists about 350 vessels
a summer. The most common reason that boats break down is water in the fuel.
Other common causes of break downs are running out of gas, dead batteries, out
drive failures, overheating and electrical failures.

To avoid the cost of a tow, reasonably priced towing memberships are available. If
you pay for a membership every year and break down once in several years, it pays
for itself. Memberships make nice gifts. The United States Coast Guard is stretched
thin. Buying a membership helps Lakeshore Towing continue providing vital services.

Over the past 37 years Lakeshore Towing has assisted thousands of boaters in
distress and have rescued many people from drowning. Lakeshore Towing has
assisted the Coast Guard, the Fish and Boat Commission, the Border Patrol and
numerous fire departments with rescue missions. Lakeshore Towing donates money
to the SONS every year and also donates memberships to the SONS fundraisers.
Lakeshore Towing’s service to the community is invaluable. The support of the
community is essential to Lakeshore Towing. Submitted by Teresa Guerrein-
Lakeshore Towing Marine Services Inc.
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: Expert Angler Jeremy Scott will talk about
Spoon Trolling Tactics that will increase your fishing
success.

EPSFA SCHEDULES
ANNUAL KIDS EVENT

WIND TURBINE UPDATE

The PA State House of Representative voted to pass House
Resolution No 53 directing the Joint State Government
Commission to conduct a study and issue a report on the
feasibility and potential benefits or drawbacks of developing
offshore hydropower, solar and wind energy projects on the
Pennsylvania portion of Lake Erie. The resolution passed
through the Committee on Environmental and Natural
Resources and the project is now to be evaluated by the
related government entities.

We sent letters to the committee chairman and members
expressing our concerns about the environmental impacts
and the potential damage to our water supply and fishery.
So far we have not heard of any pushback or opinions from
any other sport fishing clubs or environmental advocates. We
wonder why they are silent.

LAMPREY UPDATE

There was some concern that some of the layoffs made

'H,ﬁ in Federal government personnel and especially NOAA

rwmfﬁ [ . Eﬁjﬁ*.ﬂ would affect the stream treatment with lampricides. Recent

communications have confirmed that the streams will be

SFepy YO0 AidvaEd D Hﬂ‘: treated as planned in the effort to retard the spread of this
‘ﬂﬂ- vampire fish.
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