Please support

our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
RYAN BIZZARRO

* ok ok

STE. 213 | ERIE, PA 16505)
98 (814) 835-2880)

WWW.PAHOUSE.COM/BIZZARRO

"N

AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-566-6933

gFishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

On\lne fishing information
or the Erie, PA area
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TUDOR
Hook -n- Neok

Bait / Tackle / Fly Shop
T 10079 Cross Station Ext.
RN Girard, PA 16417
4.  Tudor_hooknnook@iname.com
w Like US on Facebook
(814)323-5886

GORENFLO'S CO.

FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN DONOVAN

OWNER
A Tues-Fri 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon

1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Beals-McMahon
Fainting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3670

v

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

OUTDOORSMEN

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Six Affiliated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fax 814/453-3149

scottfuneralhome@verizon.net

www.burtonfuneralhomes.com

vw.lakeshoretowing.com

ORE (814) 453-6387

ING VHFCH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

OUR BBQ STARTS WITH LOVING
PEOPLE OVER PROFITS
Quality BBQ at an affordable price
BRISKET | RIBS | PULLED PORK
TURKEY | SAUSAGE | CHICKEN

Open 6 Days a Week from
11a - 6p or when sold out
Closed Tuesdays

3802 ELMWOOD AVE | ERIE, PA 16509

© BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ¢

RESQUE 15

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/Erie, PA 16506 ||
Ph: 814.835:4500

Fx: 814.835.4501

email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

QUEISLE

Tim Parker

3148338272

RINK's

Auto
Service

710 W. 29th St.
Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell *« Trade @

301 Mill Street « Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 « (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVFE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

| Perch Pirate |
814-746-5809

| _get S3 off with this counon |

John Krasa, owner
| web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com

email. captain@tellnotalescharters1 .comJ

[

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your JimSieneI
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W, 15th Sireet
Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization ¢ Inside Storage + Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
€3 Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-EriePA-16507
8148740698

Frxendltﬁst
Place In
Town

'OSE

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility
814-899-8113

J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.
1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

8334 EDINBORO ROAD + ERIE, PA 16509 + (814) 476-7410
www.jjwurst.com + PA 005645

West End Hardware, LLC
7 J

1912 Liberty Street
) h

&//’ @ Erie, PA 16502
& &
Complte i of fosaners

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

'START RIGHT, START HERE:

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

BUSCH

BEER

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate
jshimek@smbserie.com

814-616-4166
S.0.N.S. Member since 2009

/EII|I ad

814-722-3085

John R. Lucas
Owner/Installer
fb.me/lucasoverheaddoor

olucasoverheaddoor
PA# 153644

Facebook
jflucas2019gmail.com

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 * Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE
IN PA
Brittany
Heubel

LG
BAT, BOAT STORAGE gy gy, it swae FSHNG TACKLE.

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)

838-2887

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHELAKE;

wistvries
1204 Freedom Rd.

P.0. Box 5002

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Fishing for Thos;

LINE-

PROTECTIVE COATINGS

ERIE 835-0549

RV oML

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCAPING

814-824-4047

)

Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture
Campaign Manager, is
working on behalf of clean
water in the Lake Erie
Watershed.

PennFuture

Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information.

PATRICK J HARKINS

House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o £ 202 Irvis Office Bulldmg
ox 202001
- risburg, PA 17120-2001
(717;757 7406 Fax: (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

ELK CREEK SPORTS

EVERYTHING FOR
FISHERMEN
HUNTERS * ARCHERS

10543 OLD LAKE ROAD
LAKE CITY, PA 16423

Dan Seaman (814) 774-8755

PETER S. HOWARD

CAIAARE, S/CRPA
Realtor - Appraiser - Auctioneer
Office (716) 769-7300

Fox (716) 769-7341

Cell (716) 499-7447

HOWARD
& Associates

Real Estate Toll Free 1 (888) 876-4999
Appraisals All Types Of Insurance
Auctions | mon B

10438 Main St, #1 Alexander Fin ley Square

i
PO Box 496, Findley Loke, NY 14736.0496
findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www findleylake-property.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE « INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN ® MARINE  MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

Dockage & Winter Storage
x\ Marine Mechanic

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Overlooking Elk Creek
Girard, Pa
World Class
Steelhead Fishing
Great Vacation Spot

A9 (314) 434-3620

www.elkcreekcabin.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

.coQ

Capt. Becky
(S'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

. JTTPONER ot
ASH

itmatt] 18@gmail.com
(814) 882-2487

T Powerwash Cleaning services
Visit us on Facebook

3302 Loveland Ave ~ Erie, PA 16506

Insured

ICHALAK
arin
Sales & Service TIII:)IE‘I—);II?\'II‘(I;ER
1540 West 26th St. BOATS
Erie, PA 16508
TOHATSU

(814)459-0666 OUTBOARD
Tohatsu Outboard = MOTORS

Perennial Green
) Lewn Care ’

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com
Call Today!
(814)734-6056

Propane « Paint & Supplies » Screen & Storm Window Repairs  Keys

810 Parade Street, Erie, PA
BB
www.krausdeptstore.com

HOURS:
IMon*Fri¥8: SatN9=1)

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies + Sharpening Service « U.S. Post Office
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Lures

2641 W. 16thst.
Erie, PA 16505
814.315.0518

www.BayRatLures.com

PRAUS "

East End Angler Bait & Tackle
814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or

Visit our Website - eastendangler.net

for fishing reports, weather and pictures

Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3901 Liberty Street

I
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know more about us“

pasteelhead.com

info@pasteelhead.com

Stzelhead

L Association

PA [6505
1501 Penrnsula DI‘IIIE . Ene,
814-833-FUNT * wwwa!ekspnwerspnrts .com




WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR 42 YEARS SINCE 1981
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Official Publication of the S.0O.N.S.

S.0.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)
sonslakeri@aol.com * www.sonsoflakeerie.org

DRONE RESEARCH VESSELS ARE
ON THE GREAT LAKES

Michigan Radio | By Lester Graham Published July 20, 2023 at 4:58 PM EDT

The government is using three uncrewed research vessels in the Great Lakes.
These autonomous vessels are gathering data on fish. One vehicle is on the surface
on northern Lake Michigan. Another is on Lake Erie.

There’s also a long-range autonomous underwater vehicle (LRAUV) that's mapping
fish distribution. It's being deployed out of harbors from Frankfort in Lake Michigan
down to Benton Harbor inland.

The U.S. Geological Survey along with

conservation agencies from Michigan, A saildrone in Charlevoix headed out
Wisconsin, and Ontario are partners to northern Lake Michigan.

in these experimental uses of the

uncrewed vessels. The USGS said in a release that diesel-powered conventional
research vessels are relatively loud and that might have an impact on the data
collected because fish could be scared away by the noise.

The surface vehicles, called saildrones, are wind-powered and can stay out on
the water 24 hours a day for months, gathering data. Having more data always
makes scientists happy. It can be used to determine the validity of other research
where data was gathered by crews on conventional boats.

A long-range autonomous underwater

vehicle (LRAUV) is mapping fish The operators say notices about the autonomous vessels have been sent to the
populations in Lake Michigan. U.S. Coast Guard to provide to mariners.
UPCOMING
EVENTS:
FISHING REPORT
Let us know if you can help out
Here’'s a few pictures that confirm a great fishing season especially walleye success and by emailing sonslakeri@aol.com
perhaps a forecast into the upcoming steelhead season. or text 814-882-7296.

groeen ks, . ABGE | ' Saturday August 26th
' ’m,. r :;"’ R ;; A 1-4 Family Affair Camp Ground

kids casting practice and fishing
Volunteers needed

‘ .;

Friday September 8th
9:30 — 12:30 East Waterworks
Pond PISP McDowell High School
Intermediate unit Volunteers
needed

Saturday September 30th
2-6 PM PA Steelhead Association’s
Fall Run Banquet at Pleasant
Ridge Park go to pasteelhead.com
for more info and
to purchase tickets.

L to R SONS Director Jack Bock holds the nice walleye he caught recently,
Capt. Dick Torelli sent us this great photo taken after a successful charter aboard the Ciao’
and recently retired Erie Police Detective, Pat Haller shows off this nice steelhead
he caught while out fishing with Bill Brown and Bill Jr.



SONS 2023
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

You can get one at any of our meetings.
If you would like one mailed to you, send
$3.00 to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO
Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover mailing costs.

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA_ 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2023
=_ Name
14 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKE?ER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

FISHING TOURNAMENTS DRAW INTEREST

The Erie Pennsylvania Sportfishing

Association held its annual Summer
Slam fishing tournament on July
29th and 30th. There were 25

boats entered into the event. The
participants were divided between pros
and amateurs. The pros were judged for
a total weight of 12 fish each day and the

- ﬂook’n Hogs
1\ "jalure’s Bounty =2

(== = SRR e

amateurs could submit 6 fish. There was
also a big fish category for each day in
each division. A prize in each category
was awarded for each days result and
a grand prize in each division for a total
weight for both days.

marking the fish entered. We accept
donations of fish from the participants
which we use for our fish fry’s. Thanks
to the contestants we collected enough
donated fish to hold them again this year.

The tournament director is Alysha Nemet
who was assisted by Paul Olszewski,
Ray Haly and other EPSFA members.

We have helped out every year at the
event by moving and inspecting and
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Team Vision Quest won 1st place pro division

ANOTHER TOURNAMENT CHEAT CAUGHT

According to an article written by Dac Collins of Outdoor News another
cheating incident occurred on July 30th in Dunkirk NY.

This incedent follows in the wake of the Weight Gate scandal that rocked
the professional fishing world in October 2022 .

This competitor in the
Barts Cove Walleye
Duel was caught stuffing
walleyes with fish to
increase their weight.
When the cheater’s fish

The biggest fish for both days of the EPSFA
tournament was a 11.5 pound steelhead caught
by team Pursuit of Freedom who also won the
1st day Amateur Division

- PLEASE

|- DON’T LITTER.

were cut open two of
them were found to be
stuffed with fish. The irony
is that the cheater would
have won first place even
without stuffing them.

Locally our tournament
committee members
have been using metal
detectors to scan for
added lead weights.

SONS volunteer Mary Runser uses a
metal detector wand to scan a walleye held
by Jim Christianson at the recent
EPSFA tournament in Erie




TEAM REEL ‘EM IN
BAGS FIRST PLACE

The Walleye Bash fishing tournament sponsored by Poor
Richard’s Bait Shop, the East End Angler Bait Shop,
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Muddycreek Tackle and Real Nutz
Vodka Co, was held on August 11 & 13. Sunday August 13
was a rainday called after Saturday was cancelled due to
weather.
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Congratulations to team Reel ‘Em In taking 1st place in today’s
tournament with a overall weight of 44.42#’s. They also won the
walleye Calcutta weighing in at 9.52

COMING SOON

Thanks to a $11,000 grant from the PFBC’s Lake Erie Access
program a public access web cam will soon be on line at
the Walnut Creek Access Area. The grant was awarded to
the SONS of Lake Erie. The IT staff at Fish USA provided
technical assistance and will host the site on their server
along with our web page. They also will sponsor monthly fees
and maintenance expenses along with the SONS and the PA
Steelhead Association. The camera is intended to provide a
real time view of Lake Erie conditions as well as the level of
fishing activity at Walnut Creek.

A
FEATHERED
VOLUNTEER
JOINED US

recently at one of our
kid’s events at Presque
Isle’s Waterworks pond.
This Blue Heron shown
on the left landed on the
platform and decided to

SN A join in the fishing.
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GODFATHER OF THE STEELHEAD FISHERY REMEMBERED

On Saturday August 5th a
group of about 50 people
including members of the
Bob Hetz family and friends
gathered at Avonia Beach
in Fairview to dedicate a
memorial to Bob Hetz for
his lifetime service to the
Lake Erie fishery. Bob,
along with the 3-CU Trout
Club raised millions of trout
and steelhead that were
stocked into Lake Erie
tributaries A plaque which
was sponsored by 3-CU,
PA Steelhead Association,
Trout Unlimited and the
SONS of Lake Erie was
erected in honor of his
dedication and hard work
near the mouth of Trout
Run at Avonia Beach.

The above group of photos were taken at the Hetz Memorial dedication in the top left photo SONS VP Ed Kissell who spearheaded the
memorial project addressed the group of the Bob Hetz family and friends. In the top right photo Bob’s SON reads the inscription on the
memorial plaque as shown below. In the bottom left photo Bob’s family gather around the memorial for a picture



VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC

Our SONS Volunteer Appreciation picnic was held on
Monday August 7th, 2023 at the Shade’s Beach. This picnicis
our way of thanking the over 130 volunteers for volunteering
over a total of 850 times at 42 separate activities that we
have organized and sponsored since July of 2022. If you
consider that each volunteer donates about four hours’
time that’s 3600 hours total which according to standards is
worth $20.00/hr. calculates equivalent to $72,000 worth of
volunteer effort. All of these efforts by all of our volunteers
make club the success that it is.

There were severe weather concerns that day but thankfully
there was only a short period of a slight drizzle. We lucked
out again. Only 100 of our invited guests attended.

Team Lubak under the direction of SONS director Kevin
Lubak and his wife, Leslie and their family followed the
tradition started by his father Ron Lubak who acted as the
caterers again this year, Their planning and efforts again
made for plenty of good food.

Thanks to all of our SONS directors and officers that spent
hours planning, preparing and executing a great event.

Below are a few pictures taken at the Volunteer Appreciation picnic provided by Tom Pruzenski.
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OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS RECOGNIZED

Every year there is a core group of SONS volunteers that consistently
continue to help out and keep things going. This year we would
recognize Jack Bock and Joe Springer for their hundreds of volunteer
hours in their capacity as part of our hatchery crew. Jack is our hatchery
manager a Joe the grunt that keeps the place running in addition to their
time they spend working at our many activities. Also recognized was
Larry Lipinski who has spent countless hours refurbishing hundreds of
donated fishing rods and reels which were distributed free of charge
to different agencies as well as always being at our other activities.
They were each presented with a nice sweatshirt embroidered with

inscriptions acknowledging their individual contributions.

There was another segment of 49 of our volunteers that were
recognized for their participation many of them who spent over 200
hours volunteering. . They were all given a SONS jacketin appreciation.

A special vote of thanks goes out to our officers and directors as well

as their wives for the countless hours behind the scenes doing club

business.

L to R Top Voluntees Jack Bock, Joe Springer and
Larry Lipinski pose with SONS Pres. Jerry Skrypzak



LAKE ERIE WATER LEVELS
IN DECLINE

On August 16, 2023 Dana Massing,
writer for Erie Times-News, wrote the following:

While Lake Erie’s water level remains above average, it was
expected to resume its seasonal decline in August and was
projected to go down 5 inches between Aug. 11 and Sept. 11.

The downward trend is expected to continue through the end
of the year and into 2024, according to information from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The Corps of Engineers’ weekly Great Lakes water level
update for Aug. 11 indicated that Lake Erie, forecasted to
be at 572.77 feet on Aug. 11, would likely go down 5 inches
within a month. The other four Great Lakes also are expected
to drop during that timeframe: 1 inch for Lake Superior,
2 inches for Lake Michigan-Huron and 8 inches for Lake
Ontario. Lake Michigan and Lake Huron are considered
one lake for Army Corps forecasting purposes because the
lakes are connected at the Straits of Mackinac and rise and
fall together.

AJuly 2023 Great Lakes water level summary from the Corps
said Lake Erie water levels are forecast to be 7 to 10 inches
above long-term average levels through January but 18 to 27
inches below record-high levels. The highs were set in 1986,
1987, 2019 and 2020.

The lake’s water levels are expected to be 1 to 3 inches below
2022 levels from September to November and in January,
according to the summary. In August and December, the
forecast is for water levels to match 2022 levels.

Lake Erie had already started its seasonal water level decline
from May to June, according to the Corps of Engineers
summary. But that leveled off in July when the lake received
above average water supplies, likely due to above average
precipitation and runoff, according to the Corps of Engineers.
The six-month forecast indicated the seasonal decline would
continue in August.

For Lake Erie, the maximum water level recorded for July
was 574.57 in 2019 and the minimum for July was 569.06
in 1934. For August, the maximum was 574.21 in 2019 and
the minimum, 569 in 1934. The maximum for September was
573.72 in 2019 and the minimum for September was 568.83
in 1934, according to Corps of Engineers information.

Lake Erie reached its highest level, 574.61 feet, in June
2019, according to Army Corps of Engineers records. The
monthly mean record highs for Lake Erie were set in October,
November and December of 1986; January of 1987; June,
July, August and September of 2019; and February, March,
April and May of 2020.

Like Lake Erie, the other Great Lakes are expected to be
above their long-term averages but below record highs for
the next six months, according to the July Corps of Engineers
summary. Lake Ontario is an exception.

Lake Superior is projected to be 2 to 6 inches above long-
term average levels and 7 to 13 inches below record high
levels.

Lake Michigan-Huron is expected to be 4 to 5 inches above
average levels and 29 to 36 inches below record highs.

Dreamweaver
Charity Salmon
Tournament

e

Jeremy Scott and his team pose with their winning catch

JEREMY SCOTT AND TEAM
WIN CHARITY SALMON TOURNEY

Jeremy Scott is not only a skilled angler but a huge supporter
of the SONS. He has been a guest presenter at many of
our General Membership meetings. His presentations draw
crowds of around 100 members whenever he speaks. He
recently posted on Facebook an account of a tournament he
participated in Michigan during July.

Jeremy Scott July 30 at 6:56 PM —

“Just got home from an awesome adventure North
to the state of Michigan to fish with long time good
friends Michael E Hinkel, Corry Lino & Jim Waldo in
the Dreamweaver Charity Salmon Tournament. After
arriving Wednesday night around midnight our alarms
rang out at 2am Thursday morning and we were greeted
by hungry fish biting well before daylight. Michigan is
definitely allot different than Lake Ontario. Fishing was
fantastic as the bites and fish were plentiful thanks to
Captain Mike’s scouting. | landed my first ever Whitefish,
and together we landed a Coho Salmon, & many King
Salmon. Friday had us back up at 230 am fishing until
11am, putting 7 more fish on ice. We picked up the
captains pack of lures which are the only lures you can
use during the tournament and we’re excited to see many
we believed would trigger Salmon bites. On tournament
days wakeup was even earlier and to a big storm that had
me wondering if we were even going to fish. We powered
through the rain and hour and a half to the boat ramp
to be met with whistling wind. We motored out into the
abyss with a broken trolling motor which failed at the end
of Fridays trip. We missed the first bite on a rigger, lost
a Skippy on the other rigger, got spun in a circle with the
first few rods out due to the waves and pitch black so we
pulled them in to make sure they weren’t tangled. We had
heard a couple rods drag slip while setting others and
figured it was wave surge making the drags slip. Nope,
it was fish biting lures off! We lost our green plug and
the fly off the back of the spin doctor though the team

continued on the back page



LAMPE MARINA FISH CLEANING STATION BACK ON TRACK

HARRISBURG, Pa. (July 24)

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)
held its quarterly business meeting on July 24th

Boating -- The Board voted to give final approval to
amendments to boat registration regulations. Under
the changes, the PFBC will comply with requirements of
Act 28 of 2022, which established a calendar-year boat
registration cycle that is valid from January 1 through
December 31. Currently, Pennsylvania boat registrations
are valid from April 1 to March 31, which can be confusing
to boaters and result in unintentional violations. The
change to a calendar-year registration period will provide
clarity to regulations, be easier to remember, and result in
customer service improvements. Act 28 of 2022 requires
the PFBC to publish amended regulations (58 Pa. Code
§ 93.10pens In A New Window and 58 Pa. Code §
93.50pens In A New Window) to implement the changes
within 18 months. These amendments will go into effect
upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The PFBC
will begin issuing calendar-year boat registrations in
October 2023 which will be valid from January 1, 2024,
through December 31, 2025.

Fisheries -- The Board voted to give final approval
to amendments to regulations pertaining to the
propagation, introduction, and transportation of live fish
into Commonwealth waters. Under these changes,
two chapters of the Pennsylvania Code (58 Pa. Code §
710pens In A New Window and 58 Pa. Code § 730pens
In A New Window) will be combined into a single chapter
(58 Pa. Code §71a) to address current conservation
challenges, improve fisheries management and fish
health, and simplify the code.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, thousands
of lakes, ponds, and stream sections are stocked by
private individuals each year. To improve the PFBC'’s
understanding of stockings occurring in Pennsylvania,
protect aquatic resources, and address increased risks
associated with aquatic invasive species and pathogens,
there is a need to collect information on non-PFBC fish
stockings occurring in the Commonwealth. As such, PFBC
staff have undertaken an effort to improve management
and oversight of fish and aquatic life transportation and
stocking in Pennsylvania through the development of a
Notice of Stocking.

In the United States, over 30 states have requirements for
tracking how and when fish are stocked in state waters.
Notably, all states in the Northeast, except Pennsylvania,
require some form of documentation when individuals or
entities stock fish in state waters.

In addition to a proposed Notice of Stocking, other
regulatory sections within the new chapter would prohibit
the release or disposal of live bait fish into waters of the
Commonwealth, with narrow exceptions; create a fish
health inspection protocol to provide additional protection
to the Commonwealth’s aquatic resources to prevent the
introduction of aquatic invasive species and pathogens;
and create watercraft inspection requirements to prevent
the spread of aquatic invasive species by watercraft
throughout the Commonwealth. At least 19 other states
already have watercraft inspection requirements in place.

“From the start of this process, there was consensus
that Pennsylvania must do more to protect fish and
other aquatic resources from the threat of invasive
species and pathogens,” said Robert B.J. Small, District
6 Commissioner and PFBC President. “The Notice
of Stocking will help us do that because we will know
more about what is being stocked into our waters. We
welcomed feedback, took it into account, and took the
time to achieve a better version of this new chapter.
Additionally, this chapter includes much needed
regulations for baitfish, watercraft inspections, and fish
health inspections. Putting the Resource First has been
our guiding light,” added Small.

The Notice of Stocking will go into effect on January 1,
2024, and full implementation of the fish health inspection
protocol on January 1, 2026. All other provisions would
be effective on January 1, 2024.

Grant Approval -- The Board voted to approve
additional funding for an Erie Access Improvement Grant
to the Erie-Western PA Port Authority for the construction
of the Lampe Marina Fish Cleaning Station along Lake
Erie, Erie County. While the PFBC originally awarded
the grantee $150,000 in April 2021 and $100,000 in July
2022, it was determined that an additional $150,000
was required to complete the project and planned
improvements to the design. This is the only public fish
cleaning facility in the vicinity, and it is part of a larger
facility upgrade that provides public fishing and boating
access. The additional funding will improve the project by
providing features similar to other popular fish cleaning
stations in the area. Board approval of grant funding is
required under the Erie Access Improvement Program
when funding exceeds $100,000 per year. The full report
from the meeting may be seen on line at: https://www.
media.pa.gov/pages/fish-and-boat-commission-details.
aspx?newsid=532
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR
SONS NEWS LETTER BY EMAIL?

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om, list your name,
address, and note that you would like to change to the electronic
version. So far we have about 153 members who have requested
the change. You can always read the current and past issues
of the Bucket at our web site, sonsoflakeerie.org, at any time.

TIME DATED MATERIAL NONPROFIT ORG.

US POSTAGE PAID

- -~ e

& ~ =2 )

=
“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

NO MEETINGS UNTIL SEPTEMBER!
HAVE FUN,

GO FISHING,
BE SAFE.

Jeremy Scott, continued from inside

never gave up. We reset rods and the corner rigger fired
three times in short order with good ones hitting the
deck. One long slide and we had five fish in the box so
we decided to pull rods in the 3 to 5 foot waves and run
back up wind. We reset rods, hooked another good King
which was a major upgrade. A 5 Ib Laker rounded out
our catch. We decided to pull lines and head in at 1045
am as the waves were getting even bigger. I’'m blessed
to say we finished in 1st place! We drove through a crazy
ass storms to get there and pushed forward on pure
will power, great commodity and an epic three days of
fantastic food by Jim who did blackened fish, smoked
fish hot Italian deer nachos and more! Sorry for such
a long post, it’'s not every day you win a tournament
with some of the
best friends a
guy could ever
ask for!”

Jeremy holds

up a Salmon he
caught during the
tournament
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PFBC LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The PA Fish and Boat Commission met on July 24th and
elected William Gibney of Honesdale, Wayne County,
as President. Gibney, who served as Vice President and
District 7 Commissioner, replaces Robert B.J. Small of
Mechanicsburg, Cumberland County.

Daniel J. Pastore of Fairview, Erie County, was elected
as Vice President. Pastore, who serves as District 1
Commissioner, representing Butler, Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren counties,
replaces Gibney as Vice President. Both Gibney and Pastore
will serve one-year terms through July 2024.

William Gibney and Daniel J. Pastore PFBC Photo



