
Beals-McMahon
Painting

Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3676

www.lakeshoretowing.com

(814) 453-6387
VHF CH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA  16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

PO Box 3808 • Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN

CLUB
6701 Van Camp Rd.

Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

10438 Main St, #1 Alexander Findley Square
PO Box 496, Findley Lake, NY 14736-0496

findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www.findleylake-property.com

219

www.elkcreekcabin.com

Erie’s New Perch Fishing Head Boat
“The O’Danny O”

Get $3 off with this coupon
Docked in the East Slip, foot of State St

BAIT INCLUDED
Call 814-450-3571 for more info

On line at http://Tinytimfishing.com

John Krasa, owner
web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com
email: captain@tellnotalescharters1.com

Perch Pirate
814-746-5809

Tell No Tales ChartersTell No Tales Charters

get $3 off with this coupon

STERRETT MOTT 
BRESKI & SHIMEK
Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney 
Health Care Directives - Probate

jshimek@smbserie.com 
814-616-4166

S.O.N.S. Member since 2009

West End Hardware, LLC
1912 Liberty Street

Erie, PA 16502

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

BEST LITTLE 
LURE HOUSE 

IN PA
Brittany
Heubel
owner

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415

814-474-5623

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates • Great Location

2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)
Never a Rent Increase 
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)

838-2887

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue

Members & Guests • A Non-Smoking Facility

814-899-8113

The 
Friendliest 
Place In 
Town

TIDEWATER
FISHING 
BOATS

TOHATSU 
OUTBOARD 

MOTORS 

1540 West 26th St.
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 459-0666

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods

Buy • Sell • Trade
301 Mill Street • Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 • (814) 734-4927

www.edinborooutdoors.com
Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Tohatsu Outboard

Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506

800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208

www.printingconceptsonline.com

Please support 
our sponsors as they 

support us! 
Good Fishing!

7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

HOURSHOURS: : 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30; Sat. 9-1Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30; Sat. 9-1
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Special Thanks to Matt 
West and Nolan Ryan – 
Pro Staff members from 
Sportsman’s Warehouse

who gave an excellent presentation
at our January 23rd meeting.

Fishing Report
No ice does not mean no fishing. The streams are open and steelhead are still there to 
catch. Pier fishing opportunities in Presque Isle bay are still available and many anglers 
enjoying the opportunity. If you doubt it check out the pictures taken February 11th and 
12th. Notice at Misery Bay. We counted 8 boats.

Jim Pettys posted this bucket of perch 
taken over the same weekend thus proving 
you don’t need ice to fish in the winter. 
Besides, with no ice there are less fish 
being harvested, allowing a chance for 
more to spawn.

ICE COVER IS BELOW NORMAL 
ON THE GREAT LAKES

Ice Cover is below normal on the Great Lakes according to a story on WXYZ in Detroit. 
They reported that As of Feb. 7, the average ice coverage on the Great Lakes is just 
13.5%, and the average for this time of year is 37%. 

Breaking it down by each Great Lake, the ice coverage is below average. The average ice 
cover per lake is in parentheses) Lake Superior – 11.08% (15%), Lake Michigan – 10.49% 
(10%), Lake Huron – 18.42% (45%), Lake Erie – 20.97% (60%), and Lake Ontario – 
5.69% (5%).

If you notice that Lake Erie is 80% below normal. What does it mean is the question? 
There are many thoughts on the matter. A study by researchers from Ohio State University 
published several years ago suggested Lake Erie yellow perch hatches are more robust 
after winters that produce longer and later periods of ice cover. Also in that study it was 
concluded that females exposed to a long winter produced larger eggs than those exposed 
to a short winter. 

It could also mean that more lake effect snow incidents can occur. On the other hand the 
lack of ice fishing will reduce the fishing pressure on perch and other panfish that are 
getting ready to spawn.



J O I N   A   F R I E N D   T O D A Y !
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA  16508

 Renew   New

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2023
Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip________________

Phone _________________________________ Date _______________________________

 $5.00 ADULT      $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)     $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

SEAPLANES ARE COMING
We received a notice from the Seaplanes Pilot Association. 

Here is an excerpt from that notice:

“Notification has been provided to, and approval and licensing have been 
accepted from: the Federal Aviation Administration, the United States Coast 
Guard, the United States Army Corp of Engineers, the NW Pennsylvania Area 
Marine Security Commission, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation/
Bureau of Aviation, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Presque Isle State Park, the Erie-Western PA Port Authority, the 
Seaplane Pilots Association and the Pennsylvania Seaplane Pilots Association.

The FAA Office of Obstruction Evaluation/Airport Airspace Analysis, the FAA 
Flight Safety District Office and the Pennsylvania Bureau of Aviation have 
certified unmarked parallel landing lanes, 6/24 - 3’000’ x 200’ located in Lake 
Erie and Presque Isle Bay. No change in recreational boating or commercial 
marine operations are required. Stand on vessels should maintain course and 
speed. Seaplanes follow the same marine rules of operation on the water and 
are considered a vessel per the US Port and Waterways Safety Act of 1972 
and must be treated as such. The public use seaplane base license will be 
held by the non-profit Pennsylvania Seaplane Pilots Association.”

A seaplane base location has not yet been secured but it is possible that we will 
be seeing planes landing on the Bay this spring. Seaplanes on the bay are not 
new. See the photo below taken in the 1940’s showing two planes in the East 
slip alongside McAllister Marine.

SONS 2023 
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON
You can get one at any of our meetings. 
If you would like one mailed to you, send 
$3.00 to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO 
Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover mailing costs.

ICE OUT PARTY and 
FIN & FUR FUND RAISER 

For nearly 30 years we have held our annual 
fund raiser “The Fantastic Fin & Fur” benefit at 
our annual “Ice Out Party” with the Fin and Fur 

benefit which will take place on 
Sunday, March 26th, 2023 

at the Erie Shrine Club.
The main prizes will be 

$5000 cash for the first prize and 
$1500 cash for the second prize. 
The rest of the prizes are as follows:

3rd Prize: 8 hr Charter for up to 5 on “Heartbeat”, 
courtesy of Cpt. Bob Ferraro (814) 881-1790

4th Prize: Half day Walleye charter on the “Waterbok”, 
Cpt. Steve Skrypzak (814) 450-2160

5th Prize: PM  $300 Gift Certificate to Fish USA  sponsored 
by FishUSA.com and FishErie.com (800)-922-1219

6th Prize: $250 Gift Cert. to Edinboro Sports Sponsored by 
Winschel Bros. Landscaping (814) 824-4047

7th Prize: $250 Gift Certificate to Poor Richards Bait 
and Tackle (814) 474-5623

8th Prize: $200 Gift Certificate to Outlaw Barbecue 
(814) 790-5192

9th Prize: $200 Gift Cert. to “Poor Richard’s Bait & Tackle”, 
sponsored by Mickey McMahon

10th Prize: $200 Gift Certificate to Outlaw Barbecue 
(814) 790-5192

11th Prize: $200 Gift Certificate to Alex Motor Sport 
(814) 853-3861

12th Prize:  $200 Gift Certificate to Outlaw Barbecue 
(814) 790-5192

13th Prize: $200 in admission tickets on the (Perch Pirate) 
(814) 746-5809

14th Prize: $150 gift certificate to FishUSA sponsored by 
Janitors Supply Co.(814) 459-4563

15th Prize: 1 year membership to Lake Shore Towing 
sponsored by Capt. Eric Guerrein (814) 453-6387

(You need not be present to win).
 The suggested donation for the tickets is $5 each 

or three for $10. You should have received the
Fin & Fur fund raiser tickets by now. If not or if 
you need more tickets call 814-453-2270 and 

leave a message or email at sonslakeri@aol.com. 
This drawing is our biggest fund raiser.

We thank you for your continued support.

REMINDER- MANDATORY LIFE JACKETS REQUIRED
November 1 through April 30 while underway or at anchor 

on boats less than 16 feet in length or any canoe or kayak.



Yellow Perch caught in Presque Isle Bay or the inland waters of 
Presque Isle must be at least 7 inches long. The regulation is in effect 
from December 1 to April 30.

REMINDER

PFBC NEWS RELEASE AS PUBLISHED IN THE CORRY JOURNAL 
PFBC to open largest public fishing access in North East Township

Corry Journal  •  From staff reports February 2, 2023  

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission recently added fishing 
access to Twenty Mile Creek in North 
East Township. The additional access 
is located south of Route 5. This 
easement on Twenty Mile Creek is the 
PFBC’s largest public fishing easement 
acquisition to date.
The access includes three parcels of land 
that were formerly leased to a private 
fishing club and had been closed to the 
public for more than 10 years. The public 
fishing easement extends 35 feet from 
the top of the creek onto the parcels.
“This is a fantastic acquisition for the 
anglers of Pennsylvania,” said Mark 
Haffley, PFBC fisheries biologist. “The 
addition of 8,960 linear feet of public 
access opens up most of Twenty Mile 
Creek from Lake Erie to Route 20, 
giving anglers access to incredible 
numbers of fish throughout the stream 

and greatly enhances our east-side 
steelhead fishery.”
Parking for the easement is available 
at North East Township Community 
Conservation Park at 12146 E. Lake 
Road. Twenty Mile Creek is stocked 
with juvenile steelhead and adult trout 
annually.
The easements have been funded by 
anglers through the purchase of Lake 
Erie fishing permits and combination 
trout/Lake Erie fishing permits. The 
easements totaled $200,000.
“Act 159 of 2004 specifies that the 
proceeds from the sale of these permits 
be used to provide public fishing access 
or to protect or improve fish habitat on or 
at Lake Erie, Presque Isle Bay and their 
tributaries, including waters that flow into 
those tributaries,” PFBC Communications 
Director Mike Parker explained.
The funds may also be used for other 
projects that support public fishing on or 
at Lake Erie, Presque Isle Bay and its 
tributaries. The funds generated through 

this program are deposited into the Lake 
Erie restricted account.
To date, the Lake Erie restricted account 
has funded the acquisition of 147,994 
linear feet of public fishing easements.
Anglers should obey signage that has 
been placed at the easement site to 
guide them to accessible areas and 
direct them away from restricted areas. 
While this easement allows for public 
fishing access on private property, 
anglers are asked to be mindful of their 
actions while accessing the properties 
and carry out all trash.
“This is a great opportunity for North 
East and anglers alike,” North East 
Township Code Enforcement Officer Jay 
Jobczynski said. “It has been a long time 
since the community had access to this 
area and we expect to see it being used 
all year round.
“As always, be mindful of the signs and 
respectful of the land. In order to enjoy it, 
we also have to take care of it.”

Rainbow Garden 
Sport and Gun Raffles

Many organizations use  gun raffles as a 
fund raiser. They allow us to set up a table to 
promote our club and sell our memberships 
and Fin & Fur drawing tickets. Here’s a list of 
the upcoming gun raffles in case you wish to 
attend.  Let’s support those who support us.

Elks Lodge Saturday February 25  (1-6 PM)

F.O.P. Swanson Memorial Lodge 
Saturday  March 4 (1-6 PM)

Ducks Unlimited 
Saturday March 11  (12-5 PM)

Waterford Lions Club 
Saturday April 15  (6-11 PM)

LAKE ERIE WATER LEVELS ARE DOWN 
According to the Erie Times News as January neared its end, Lake Erie 
was forecast to be at 572.01 feet, according to a Jan. 27 weekly Great 
Lakes water level update on the Corps Detroit District website. That 
was down 6 inches from a year ago and down from the January high of 
573.69 feet, set in 1987. But the 572.01 feet was still about 13 inches 
above the long-term monthly average for Lake Erie for January.

SONS OF LAKE ERIE 2023 
Winter/Spring General Membership 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
to be held at the Polish Falcons Club located at 431 East 3rd St., 

Erie, PA at 7:00 PM. The public is welcome to attend.

MEETING DATES:
 February 27, 2023 speaker John Scherrer
 March 20, 2023 speaker Jeremy Scott
 April 24, 2023 speaker Mark Haffley
 May 22, 2023 speaker Nolan Pyle



PFBC PUBLISHES TROUT STOCKING SCHEDULE
The trout stocking schedule was published. It noted that volunteers to help with the stocking 
are encouraged this year. Below are the stocking schedules for Cascade Creek and the 
Waterworks ponds on Presque Isle. A complete list is available at the PFBC web site here: 

https://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx

FISH USA CONTINUES THEIR SUPPORT

Shown above L to R Nolan Pyle Fish USA Content Strategist, Ed Kissell SONS VP, 
Nick Taylor FishUSA Manager and Don Tombaugh SONS Secretary pose with a 
check for $700 which were the proceeds of a fundraiser by FishUSA for the benefit 
of the SONS of Lake Erie. FishUSA has been a generous supporter for  years by 
donations, providing expert speakers from their pro staff hosting our website and more.

TROUT UNLIMITED TO HOLD FUND RAISER 
On Friday March 10, 2023 at the Blasco Library. There will be 2 hours of fishing 
movies from around the world on the big screen. Tickets are $20 for adults,     
$10 for children. 
I remember taking my children to those type of showings in the 1960’s and 70’s 
way before TV fishing shows I believe they were also sponsored by TU.

RAFFLE WINNERS 
DRAWN AT JANUARY 

MEETING
The following is a list of the winners 

of the ten $100 winners of our 
membership drive raffle winners.

Lea Hinkler  Wattsburg Pa.
#05999 

Jim Ragen  Erie, Pa.
#14112

Kathy Klapthor  Erie, Pa
#14856

Charlie Eckert   Ridgway, Pa
#04466

Jerrod DiGello  Pine Grove Mills, Pa.  
#05867

Rich Greene  Erie, Pa. 
#12233 

James Canigiani  Belle Vernon, Pa. 
#03571

Dave Stolz  Erie, Pa.
#15753

Jim Luschini  Erie, Pa.
#09043

Jim Luschini  Erie, Pa.
#09047

Raffle winners Lea Hinkler, Jerrod 
DiGello and Rich Greene donated 

their $100 prizes back to the SONS. 
Thanks folks!



“A Replenishing species”

S.O.N.S. of LAKE ERIE,
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.
PO BOX 3605    ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA  16508

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

“The Bucket” published monthly 
by the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie

VOLUME 20  •  ISSUE 2
FEBRUARY 2023

TiMe DATeD MATeRiAl NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27 - 7:00 PM  

POLISH FALCONS CLUB 
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie  

PROGRAM: 
John Scherrer will talk about fishing from shore, docks 

and piers. He will fill us on some special techniques 
he employs with good success.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR SONS 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL? 

If so, send us an email at sonslakeri@aol.com  list your name, address 
and note that you would like to change. So far we have about 30 
members who have requested the change. We will try to do a test run 
next month. We will continue to mail until we see how it works.
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 Record of Membership 2023
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

 $5 ADULT •  $4 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) •  $4 JUNIOR (under 16)

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________________________ State __________________ Zip _________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________ Email ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Re-new    New    Veteran  
NOT FOR PROFIT 501(c)3 ORGANIZATION

R
ecord of M

em
bership Jan/D

ec 2023
www.sonsoflakeerie.org • PO

 Box 3605 • Erie, PA 16508
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ State
_____________ Zip

____________________________

Authorized S.O.N.S. Signature ______________________________________________________________
(814) 453-2270  daily bus. hrs. 10-5 
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KEEP THIS CARD 
IN YO
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ALLET

KEEP THIS CARD 
IN YOUR WALLET

RETURN THIS 
FORM TO S.O.N.S.

NOTICE: If you have not renewed your SONS membership for 2023 
THIS WILL BE THE LAST ISSUE OF THIS NEWSLETTER YOU WILL RECEIVE 

Also, we are around 800 members shy of our goal of 2500, the membership level we reached 
last year. In case you misplaced your membership application please cut this one out 
and mail it in along with your dues to SONS of Lake Erie PO Box 3605 Erie, PA 16508


