Please support

our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
RYAN BIZZARRO

* ok ok

STE. 213 | ERIE, PA 16505)
98 (814) 835-2880)

WWW.PAHOUSE.COM/BIZZARRO

"N

AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-566-6933

gFishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

On\lne fishing information
or the Erie, PA area
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TUDOR
Hook -n- Neok

Bait / Tackle / Fly Shop
T 10079 Cross Station Ext.
RN Girard, PA 16417
4.  Tudor_hooknnook@iname.com
w Like US on Facebook
(814)323-5886

GORENFLO'S CO.

FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN DONOVAN

OWNER
A Tues-Fri 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon

1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Beals-McMahon
Fainting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3670

v

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

OUTDOORSMEN

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Six Affiliated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fax 814/453-3149

scottfuneralhome@verizon.net

www.burtonfuneralhomes.com

vw.lakeshoretowing.com

ORE (814) 453-6387

ING VHFCH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

OUR BBQ STARTS WITH LOVING
PEOPLE OVER PROFITS
Quality BBQ at an affordable price
BRISKET | RIBS | PULLED PORK
TURKEY | SAUSAGE | CHICKEN

Open 6 Days a Week from
11a - 6p or when sold out
Closed Tuesdays

3802 ELMWOOD AVE | ERIE, PA 16509

© BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ¢

RESQUE 15

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/Erie, PA 16506 ||
Ph: 814.835:4500

Fx: 814.835.4501

email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

QUEISLE

Tim Parker

3148338272

RINK's

Auto
Service

710 W. 29th St.
Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell *« Trade @

301 Mill Street « Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 « (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVFE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

| Perch Pirate |
814-746-5809

| _get S3 off with this counon |

John Krasa, owner
| web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com

email. captain@tellnotalescharters1 .comJ

[

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your JimSieneI
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W, 15th Sireet
Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization ¢ Inside Storage + Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
€3 Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-EriePA-16507
8148740698

Frxendltﬁst
Place In
Town

'OSE

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility
814-899-8113

J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.
1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

8334 EDINBORO ROAD + ERIE, PA 16509 + (814) 476-7410
www.jjwurst.com + PA 005645

West End Hardware, LLC
7 J

1912 Liberty Street
) h

&//’ @ Erie, PA 16502
& &
Complte i of fosaners

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

'START RIGHT, START HERE:

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

BUSCH

BEER

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate
jshimek@smbserie.com

814-616-4166
S.0.N.S. Member since 2009

/EII|I ad

814-722-3085

John R. Lucas
Owner/Installer
fb.me/lucasoverheaddoor

olucasoverheaddoor
PA# 153644

Facebook
jflucas2019gmail.com

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 * Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE
IN PA
Brittany
Heubel

LG
BAT, BOAT STORAGE gy gy, it swae FSHNG TACKLE.

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)

838-2887

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHELAKE;

wistvries
1204 Freedom Rd.

P.0. Box 5002

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Fishing for Thos;

LINE-

PROTECTIVE COATINGS

ERIE 835-0549

RV oML

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCAPING

814-824-4047

)

Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture
Campaign Manager, is
working on behalf of clean
water in the Lake Erie
Watershed.

PennFuture

Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information.

PATRICK J HARKINS

House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o £ 202 Irvis Office Bulldmg
ox 202001
- risburg, PA 17120-2001
(717;757 7406 Fax: (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

ELK CREEK SPORTS

EVERYTHING FOR
FISHERMEN
HUNTERS * ARCHERS

10543 OLD LAKE ROAD
LAKE CITY, PA 16423

Dan Seaman (814) 774-8755

PETER S. HOWARD

CAIAARE, S/CRPA
Realtor - Appraiser - Auctioneer
Office (716) 769-7300

Fox (716) 769-7341

Cell (716) 499-7447

HOWARD
& Associates

Real Estate Toll Free 1 (888) 876-4999
Appraisals All Types Of Insurance
Auctions | mon B

10438 Main St, #1 Alexonder Fin ley Square

i
PO Box 496, Findley Loke, NY 14736.0496
findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www findleylake-property.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE « INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN ® MARINE  MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

Dockage & Winter Storage
x\ Marine Mechanic

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Overlooking Elk Creek
Girard, Pa
World Class
Steelhead Fishing
Great Vacation Spot

A9 (314) 434-3620

www.elkcreekcabin.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

.coQ

Capt. Becky
(S'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

. JTTPONER ot
ASH

itmatt] 18@gmail.com
(814) 882-2487

T Powerwash Cleaning services
Visit us on Facebook

3302 Loveland Ave ~ Erie, PA 16506

Insured

ICHALAK
arin
Sales & Service TIII:)IE‘I—);II?\'II‘(I;ER
1540 West 26th St. BOATS
Erie, PA 16508
TOHATSU

(814)459-0666 OUTBOARD
Tohatsu Outboard = MOTORS

Perennial Green
) Lewn Care ’

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com
Call Today!
(814)734-6056

Propane « Paint & Supplies » Screen & Storm Window Repairs  Keys

IRRATS "

810 Parade Street, Erie, PA
CAFB4B14)
www.krausdeptstore.com

HOURS:
IMon*=Fri¥8: SatN9=1)

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies + Sharpening Service « U.S. Post Office
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Lures

2641 W. 16thst.
Erie, PA 16505
814.315.0518

www.BayRatLures.com

East End Angler Bait & Tackle
814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or

Visit our Website - eastendangler.net

for fishing reports, weather and pictures

Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3901 Liberty Street

I
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know more about us“

pasteelhead.com

info@pasteelhead.com

Stzelhead

L Association

PA [6505
1501 Penrnsula DI‘IIIE . Ene,
814-833-FUNT * wwwa!ekspnwerspnrts .com
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sonslakeri@aol.com * www.sonsoflakeerie.org

ELECTIONS WERE HELD AT
DECEMBER MEETING

Jack Bock, Chuck Miller, Joe Springer and Mary Runser were
elected to serve three year terms on our board of directors. We
would like to thank outgoing director Bill Henderson for his hard
work and dedicated service during the 11 years that he served
as a member of the board. We would also like to welcome Mary
Runser who is only the second lady to join our board of directors.
Barb Lachowski was the first female member serving 1988-1990.

THE ANNUAL FRUIT BASKET
DISTRIBUTION

was completed on Saturdays December 10 & 17, 2022 by
members of the PA Steelhead Association, S.O.N.S. of Lake
Erie, 3.C.U. Trout Association, TU, and Gem City Outdoorsman’s
club and many others who volunteered their time delivering fruit
baskets to landowners that allow public fishing access along their
stretches of Steel-head streams. 91 baskets were provided by
Sabol’s Fruit Farm. The fruit basket program has been in place
since the 1990s. Landowner relations are essential to maintain
fishing access along the Erie Steelhead streams—there are miles
of property that are available for fishing thanks to land-owner
permission. Please treat all property with respect but be especially
gracious when fishing private property open to the public; stick to
clear paths, read and follow all signage.

The above photo, which was provided by Chuck Miller, was taken on
December 17, the second day of the distribution, as the volunteers get
ready to go out and deliver the baskets.

Fishing Report

The ice came and went during the last days of December.
There were a few brave souls that ventured out on to it mostly
in Horseshoe Pond and Misery Bay. There were others who
fished through the ice while sitting safely on the piers at the
Pl Marina and a few near the head of the Bay. Some reports
indicate that there was some success even one angler reported
catching a steelhead, Steelhead anglers are still at it. | counted
19 people fishing on the beach at Trout Run the other day. The
long term forecast calls for mostly above average temperatures
until around the 17th of January. Maybe we’ll get ice after that.

Above is a proud lady showing off a nice steelhead that she caught in the
boat basin at Walnut Creek.

A Moment of Silence

is in order in memory of three of our longtime members
Tom Mannerelli, Dick Ballmam, and Buddy Yurcak.
Tom served as a director for 5 years from 1993-1997
he passed away in September. | forgot to post it in our
newsletter. Dick and Buddy passed away in the first week
of January. Dick was a director from 1995 to 1999 and
one of our hatchery team whose skill and hard work will
long be remembered. Buddy was a fun individual who
always jumped in to help with our club projects. We will
miss all of them.



SONS 2023
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

You can get one at any of our meetings.
If you would like one mailed to you, send
$3.00 to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO
Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover mailing costs.

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA_ 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2023
=_ Name
3 Address

_ == City State Zip
;ME?ER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

UPDATE ON
20 MILE CREEK ACCESS

We have learned that the PFBC has completed an
acquisition agreement to purchase access on the
former Dohler property on 20 Mile Creek south of
Route 5. You can now fish only on the west side
of the stream from Rte 5 to the iron bridge.

UPCOMING SHOW AND
GUN RAFFLE SCHEDULE
Below is a list of shows and gun raffles in which
we participate. The organizations who sponsor
these events invite us to set up a table to sell
SONS memberships and raffle tickets. These
shows and raffles offer a chance to escape
the winter doldrums. Come and attend these

events and support those who support us.

Convention Center Shows
Erie Auto Show February 2-5

Erie RV and Sport Show
February 17-19, 2023

Erie Home and Garden Show
March 24-26, 2023

Our Ice Out Party

will be held on Sunday March 26th from 1-5
at the Erie Shrine Club at West 38th and
Zuck Rd. in Erie.

Rainbow Garden
Sport and Gun Raffles
Lake Erie Fanfare
Saturday, February 4 (5-9 PM)
Elks Lodge Saturday February 25 (1-6 PM)

F.O.P. Swanson Memorial Lodge
Saturday March 4 (1-6 PM)

Ducks Unlimited
Saturday March 11 (12-5 PM)

Waterford Lions Club
Saturday April 15 (6-11 PM)

ICE SAFETY TIPS

Here are a few basic ice safety tips to remember:
o Never fish alone.

e Carry a cell phone, and let people know where you are going and when you'll
return home.

e Wear proper clothing and equipment, including a life jacket or a float coat,
to help you stay afloat and to help maintain body heat.

o Wear ice creepers attached to boots to prevent slipping on clear ice.
e Carry a spud bar to check the ice while walking to new areas.

e Carry a few spikes and a length of light rope in an easily accessible pocket
to help pull yourself — or others — out of the ice.

¢ Be aware of changing conditions (ex- High winds can move ice from shore)
e Fish away from structures. Sun light can heat up water close to them.

¢ If you fall in, remain as calm as possible. While attempting to get out of the
water, call for help. Anyone who attempts to rescue you should use a rope or
something similar to avoid falling through the ice themselves.

¢ Do not travel in unfamiliar areas or at night.

e Have a plan in place noting where you will be and when you plan to return.
Along with leaving a written note of your plans.

There’s more at the PFBC web site go to-https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/
AnglerBoater/AnglerBoater2013/JanuaryFebruary/Documents/05tips10.pdffor
creating ice claws and what to do if you fall through ice.

ICETHICKNESS SUPPORT

ice thickness can safely support

4inches 200 pounds (oneperson

and gear)

5 inches 800 p{llmds (one snowmobite)

Tinches 1,500 pomds (group of people)
_ 8inches 2,000 pounds (ovecs)

Note: There are many factors that influence ice strength including water
chemistry, wind, currents and sunlight. The above table notes general ice
thickness guidelines, so carefully check conditions before venturing onto
the ice.



WIND TURBINE UPDATE

Agency Study Fails To Support Turbines In Great Lakes

JAN 2, 2023 JOHN D’AGOSTINO Post Journal

A feasibility study by the New York State
Energy Research and Development
Authority released late last week does
not support the placement of turbines in
the Great Lakes of Erie and Ontario.

“Great Lakes Wind currently does not
offer a unique, critical, or cost-effective
contribution toward the achievement
of New York State’s Climate Act goals
beyond what existing, more cost-
competitive programs are currently
expected to deliver,” the study says.
“This conclusion is based on a fulsome
analysis of the resource development
costs, ratepayer impacts, expected
State benefits, transmission and
interconnection limitations, infrastructure
and supply chain constraints, visual
impacts, and potential environmental
impacts of Great Lakes Wind, as
discussed below and throughout the
Feasibility Study.”

How this report will impact projects being
eyed for Western New York waters is
uncertain. Since the report was made
public right before the holiday weekend,
little has been said publicly by those who
have previously backed the placement of
turbines in Lake Erie.

In creating the analysis, the authority took
into consideration a number of factors
that included: physical siting, geophysical
and geohazards characterization,
fixed and floating technology options,
interconnection, environmental risk and
benefit as well as public feedback. In
reaching its conclusion, NYSERDA found
that overall “Great Lakes Wind does not
provide the same electric and reliability
benefits that offshore wind offers” in
downstate locations.

Over the summer, an Ohio Supreme
Court affirmed the placement of wind
turbines in Lake Erie as part of the
Icebreaker wind project off the shores
of Cleveland. By a 6-1 margin in August,

LOW SONS MEMBERSHIP

ACTIVITY CAUSES CONCERN

We are starting to get concerned about our diminishing
membership numbers. As of January 10th we have

only 1706 members that have renewed for 2023. This
is 800 less than 2022 and 1300 less than our 3000
peak membership in 2012. An interesting phenomenon

happens nearly every year, .there were about 1200
members who did not renew. We lose a few members
every year but usually make it up. | fear that that may

not happen this year.

We are also seeing the demographics of our club
getting older with fewer younger members. We have
setup a Facebook page in hope of attracting some
younger members. It's in a development stage now
thanks to SONS members Jeremy Scott and Matt
West, who will act as moderators. Try signing on,
especially if you can’t attend meetings, and see what'’s

going on in our fishery.

Just a reminder if you have not as of yet sent in
your benefit tickets for ten $100 prizes, that were
mailed out with your membership packet,

the

drawing will be held at our January 23rd meeting

and you can turn them in then.

the justices ruled the power siting board
employed “a flexible standing in granting
the requested certificate (that) poses no
legal problem.”

Plans to the west call for a six-turbine
wind-powered electric-generation facility
on approximately 4.2 acres of submerged
land in Lake Erie located between 8 and
10 miles off the shore of Cleveland that is
expected to generate 20.7 megawatts of
electricity. Work on that project, however,
has not yet begun.

Closer to home, a turbine project has
been considered by Diamond Generating
Corp. from Dunkirk to Buffalo that could
include 50 industrial turbines being
placed in the Great Lakes waters. This
proposal has led to rallies in the region
that oppose the effort and an engaged
group of some 4,900 Facebook followers
who make up the Citizens against Wind
Turbines in Lake Erie.

ICE FISHING
Pl BAY CIRCA 1940




CHRISTMAS AT THE TREC RETURNS

On Saturday Dec. 17th we were invited by the Presque Isle  packages of Gold Fish crackers, Swedish fish, stickers,
State Park staff to participate in a Christmas themed event coloring books and crayons for their efforts. There was one
for kids. There were games, wild life presentations and special “fish” that was all gold and the lucky angler who
craft building activities available. We set up our ice fishing caught it was given a rod and reel for a prize.

game where kids could try to catch a “fish”. They were given

LtoR S.O.N.S. volunteers helping kids Ice Fish, (next 4 panels) are the lucky winners of a rod and reel because they caught
the “gold fish” They were Emma and her friend Grace, Eva and her mom and sister, Oliver and his family and Baylee and
her family.

Yellow Perch caught in Presque Isle Bay or the inland waters of
Presque Isle must be at least 7 inches long. The regulation is in effect
from December 1 to April 30.

STEELHEAD
TAKEN FOR
SPAWNING

(Top) on December
12 around 50
volunteers and
PFBC staff gathered
at the mouth of
Trout Run at Avonia
Beach in Fairview
Township in order to
gather steelhead for
spawning at PFBC’s
Fairview hatchery.
There were staff
from the hatchery,
fisheries biologists,
members of the
Governor’s Youth
Council, PFBC’s
Harrisburg office
and Commissioners
Dan Pastore and
Don Anderson all
dressed in chest
waders.

(Bottom Left) There were two hatchery trucks on hand to take the fish after they were netted from the creek. Hundreds of
fish were taken with the majority being females. The fish were taken to the Fairview facility and were returned to Lake Erie
tributaries after pawning.

(Bottom Right) Commissioner Don Anderson pitched in transferring the fish from the creek to the hatchery crew. There was
even a crew filming the event for a documentary movie.



S.0.N.S. of LAKE ERIE,
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.

PO BOX 3605 ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 16508

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

SONS NEWSLETTER
“THE BUCKET” ON LINE?

If you would rather start receiving a copy of our Bucket newsletter

“The Bucket” published monthly by E mail or read it on-line send us an Email at sonslakeri@aol.com.
by the S.0.N.S. of Lake Erie

Include your name, street address, email address and indicate that

VOLUME 20 - ISSUE 1 you no longer want a copy mailed. We are hoping to get to our younger
JANUARY 2023 members involved and save some mailing and printing costs.

& B

“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM:
Matt West from the Sportsman’s Warehouse and team will
present some new fishing techniques and gadgets.

2023
Winter/Spring
General
Membership
Meeting
Schedule

to be held at the Polish
Falcons Club located
at 431 East 3rd St.,
Erie, PA at 7:00 PM.
The public is welcome
to attend.

MEETING DATES:

TIME DATED MATERIAL NONPROFIT ORG.

US POSTAGE PAID

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

THIS IS DISGUSTING

This picture was taken in the Millcreek Mall
parking lot recently. Some moron emptied their
ash tray onto the ground. The idiot is a pig who
doesn’t understand that this stuff washes in to
the Lake.

According to the NOAA web site cigarette
butts are the most common type of debris
found during cleanups. Consistently, for over
25 years, cigarettes butts have been the top
item collected during the International Coastal
Cleanup (ICC). In 2017 alone, more than 2.4
million cigarette butts were found at cleanup
sites during the ICC. Although the amount
of cigarettes consumed in the US is steadily
falling, the amount of cigarette butts found in
our ocean and Great Lakes is not.

January 23, 2023 Most people tend to assume cigarette filters are made of natural fibers, like cotton, that will
easily break down in the natural environment. When cigarette filters first became popular in the

February 27, 2023 1960s, tobacco companies found that natural fibers could not keep up with demand. Instead,
March 20, 2023 filters are made out of cellulose acetate, a plastic-like material that's easy to manufacture, but
not easy to degrade. The fibers in cigarette filters behave just like plastics in our oceans, the UV

April 24, 2023 rays from our sun may break the fibers down into smaller pieces, but they don’t disappear. They
May 22, 2023 persist in water, on beaches, and in urban environments. In 2012 alone, Americans consumed

over 300 billion cigarettes and many people still believe that butts are an acceptable form of
litter. All those cigarette butts from all those cigarettes smoked can translate to tons of marine
debris if not disposed of properly. Pass the word “Knock it off”



