Please support

our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
RYAN BIZZARRO

* ok ok

STE. 213 | ERIE, PA 16505)
98 (814) 835-2880)

WWW.PAHOUSE.COM/BIZZARRO

"N

AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-566-6933

gFishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

On\lne fishing information
or the Erie, PA area
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TUDOR
Hook -n- Neok

Bait / Tackle / Fly Shop
T 10079 Cross Station Ext.
RN Girard, PA 16417
4.  Tudor_hooknnook@iname.com
w Like US on Facebook
(814)323-5886

GORENFLO'S CO.

FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN DONOVAN

OWNER
A Tues-Fri 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon

1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Beals-McMahon
Fainting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3670

v

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

OUTDOORSMEN

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Six Affiliated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fax 814/453-3149

scottfuneralhome@verizon.net

www.burtonfuneralhomes.com

vw.lakeshoretowing.com

ORE (814) 453-6387

ING VHFCH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

OUR BBQ STARTS WITH LOVING
PEOPLE OVER PROFITS
Quality BBQ at an affordable price
BRISKET | RIBS | PULLED PORK
TURKEY | SAUSAGE | CHICKEN

Open 6 Days a Week from
11a - 6p or when sold out
Closed Tuesdays

3802 ELMWOOD AVE | ERIE, PA 16509

© BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ¢

RESQUE 15

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/Erie, PA 16506 ||
Ph: 814.835:4500

Fx: 814.835.4501

email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

QUEISLE

Tim Parker

3148338272

RINK's

Auto
Service

710 W. 29th St.
Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell *« Trade @

301 Mill Street « Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 « (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVFE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

| Perch Pirate |
814-746-5809

| _get S3 off with this counon |

John Krasa, owner
| web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com

email. captain@tellnotalescharters1 .comJ

[

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your JimSieneI
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W, 15th Sireet
Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization ¢ Inside Storage + Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
€3 Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-EriePA-16507
8148740698

Frxendltﬁst
Place In
Town

'OSE

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility
814-899-8113

J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.
1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

8334 EDINBORO ROAD + ERIE, PA 16509 + (814) 476-7410
www.jjwurst.com + PA 005645

West End Hardware, LLC
7 J

1912 Liberty Street
) h

&//’ @ Erie, PA 16502
& &
Complte i of fosaners

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

'START RIGHT, START HERE:

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

BUSCH

BEER

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate
jshimek@smbserie.com

814-616-4166
S.0.N.S. Member since 2009

/EII|I ad

814-722-3085

John R. Lucas
Owner/Installer
fb.me/lucasoverheaddoor

olucasoverheaddoor
PA# 153644

Facebook
jflucas2019gmail.com

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 * Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE
IN PA
Brittany
Heubel

LG
BAT, BOAT STORAGE gy gy, it swae FSHNG TACKLE.

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)

838-2887

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHELAKE;

wistvries
1204 Freedom Rd.

P.0. Box 5002

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Fishing for Thos;

LINE-

PROTECTIVE COATINGS

ERIE 835-0549

RV oML

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCAPING

814-824-4047

)

Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture
Campaign Manager, is
working on behalf of clean
water in the Lake Erie
Watershed.

PennFuture

Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information.

PATRICK J HARKINS

House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o £ 202 Irvis Office Bulldmg
ox 202001
- risburg, PA 17120-2001
(717;757 7406 Fax: (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

ELK CREEK SPORTS

EVERYTHING FOR
FISHERMEN
HUNTERS * ARCHERS

10543 OLD LAKE ROAD
LAKE CITY, PA 16423

Dan Seaman (814) 774-8755

PETER S. HOWARD

CAIAARE, S/CRPA
Realtor - Appraiser - Auctioneer
Office (716) 769-7300

Fox (716) 769-7341

Cell (716) 499-7447

HOWARD
& Associates

Real Estate Toll Free 1 (888) 876-4999
Appraisals All Types Of Insurance
Auctions | mon B

10438 Main St, #1 Alexonder Fin ley Square

i
PO Box 496, Findley Loke, NY 14736.0496
findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www findleylake-property.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE « INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN ® MARINE  MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

Dockage & Winter Storage
x\ Marine Mechanic

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Overlooking Elk Creek
Girard, Pa
World Class
Steelhead Fishing
Great Vacation Spot

A9 (314) 434-3620

www.elkcreekcabin.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

.coQ

Capt. Becky
(S'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

. JTTPONER ot
ASH

itmatt] 18@gmail.com
(814) 882-2487

T Powerwash Cleaning services
Visit us on Facebook

3302 Loveland Ave ~ Erie, PA 16506

Insured

ICHALAK
arin
Sales & Service TIII:)IE‘I—);II?\'II‘(I;ER
1540 West 26th St. BOATS
Erie, PA 16508
TOHATSU

(814)459-0666 OUTBOARD
Tohatsu Outboard = MOTORS

Perennial Green
) Lewn Care ’

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com
Call Today!
(814)734-6056

Propane « Paint & Supplies » Screen & Storm Window Repairs  Keys

IRRATS "

810 Parade Street, Erie, PA
CAFB4B14)
www.krausdeptstore.com

HOURS:
IMon*=Fri¥8: SatN9=1)

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies + Sharpening Service « U.S. Post Office
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Lures

2641 W. 16thst.
Erie, PA 16505
814.315.0518

www.BayRatLures.com

East End Angler Bait & Tackle
814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or

Visit our Website - eastendangler.net

for fishing reports, weather and pictures

Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3901 Liberty Street

I
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know more about us“

pasteelhead.com

info@pasteelhead.com

Stzelhead

L Association

PA [6505
1501 Penrnsula DI‘IIIE . Ene,
814-833-FUNT * wwwa!ekspnwerspnrts .com
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sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

LAKE ERIECISCO FOUNDLIVINGIN AN INLAND LAKE

According to PFBC’s Lake Erie Unit Manager there is a remnant of Lake Erie Cisco
living in Crystal Lake in Susquehenna County. In 2021 PFBC biologists harvested cisco
from Crystal Lake and compared their DNA
with known Lake Erie cisco samples and found
a match. There is a program in place that the
US Fish and Wildlife Services has in place to
restore native fish populations into the waters
of Lake Erie like their work with lake trout which
has been ongoing. There is a positive match
and the USFWS is planning to attempt to restore
cisco populations.

The Cisco ( Lake Herring) is a sub species of the
Trout and Salmon family
PFBC lllustration

The very tasty Cisco (aka Lake Herring) was at one time a highly sought after Lake
Erie fish with over 85 million pounds harvested from Lake Erie waters between 1918
and 1927. As they started to become scarce due to overfishing the focus of commercial
fishing then shifted to blue pike, Records indicate that cisco eggs were transferred from
the Erie hatchery to the Pleasant Mount hatchery in the 1920’s, The Pleasant Mount
hatchery is located in proximity to Crystal Lake. This is exciting news!

NORTH EAST MARINA STAYS AFLOAT
FOR THE 2023 SEASON

A few months ago published reports stated that the operation of the North East this
year was in doubt. There are two issues plaguing this PFBC owned marina. The marina
channel and basin needs dredging like it needs every year. Up to now the dredge
material has been removed and dumped back into the lake. This is now prohibited but
there has been a solution proposed. The dredging can continue, but the material must
be dewatered and removed to a landfill which is very expensive. Since the lake water
levels of Lake Erie are slightly elevated boat operation should be ok. The other problem
is that the electric lines to the docks needs replaced, this too is expensive but also facing
scarce material availability, so replacement this year is not possible. The public courtesy
docks and privately leased docks into the marina have been put in place in order to
get the marina in operation. The future of the facility however is in question. Continued
dredging problems and infrastructure improvements will be necessary and hopefully the
necessary support for the marina will be available for future operation.

WEB CAM COMING TO WALNUT CREEK ACCESS AREA

Soon you will be able to see real time Lake Erie condition and fishing activity taking
place at the PFBC’s Walnut Creek Access area thanks to a grant from the PFBC’'S
Lake Erie Access Program (Lake Erie stamp) which was awarded by the Fish and Boat
Commissioners at their quarterly meeting on April 24th. The grant was awarded to the
SONS of Lake Erie for the purchase and installation of a web cam similar to the one
installed at the mouth of Trout Run. That project was so successful that we have again
partnered with FishUSA and the PA Steelhead Association to install one at Walnut Creek.
We have agreed to share the operating costs with our partners. It will be accessible 24/7
and available for all to visit the camera on line and see the Lake and activity at this site.
We hope to have installation complete by the end of June. We also see this camera as
a way to promote our Lake Erie fishery to the world.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Note: if you would like to volunteer
There will be sign up sheets
at our May 22nd meeting.

Wednesday May 19th 10-12
Waterworks pond PISP Wild & Free
Homeschool Group Volunteers needed

Thursday May 25th at 9:30 AM.
Waterworks pond PISP General
Mclane 3rd grade Volunteers needed

Saturday May 27th at 830-? EPSFA
kids fishing contest Perry Monument.
Volunteers needed

Monday June 5th from 10:00-1:00 at
Rolling Ridge 6th Grade Harborcreek
Community Park.

ThursdayJune15th 10-11AM&12-1PM
Liberty Pier Fishing Volunteers needed

Friday June 16th 10:30-12:30
Waterworks Pond North East Summer
Rec Program. Volunteers needed

Tuesday & Wednesday June 20th
& 21st 5:00-7:00PM JEH Garden
Apts. Admin Bldg Tacoma Rd. Safety
talk and casting class JEH garden
apartments on Tacoma road

Thursday June 22nd Waterworks
Pond 11-1 PAL fishing program
Waterworks Pond Volunteers needed

Tuesday June 27th Waterford YMCA
10:00-12:00 We would have 54
children divided into two groups one
hour each. Waterworks Pond

Wednesday June 28th 11-1
Waterworks Pond Sr. Gus’ Kids Cafe
Volunteers needed

Wednesday July 12th 6-8PM Bay
View Park promotional table and
casting class volunteers needed

Saturday July 29th 8-12 Waterworks
Pond Discover Pl Family fishing
Volunteers needed

Saturday July 29th & 30th EPSFA
Walleye Slam tournament volunteers
needed

Tuesday August 22 5-8PM Liberty
Pier 8 Great Tuesdays Family Fishing
volunteers needed



JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!

SONS 2023 MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA 16508
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON 9.%&? RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2023
You can get one at any of our meetings. o Name
If you would like one mailed to you, send Address
$3.00 to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO L‘IK ?E - City State Zip
Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover mailing costs. E R Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

Shown here are some of the photos taken on May 6th at the Harborcreek Municipal Park, where
there were over 100 participants in the family fishing program. It was an absolutely great and a lot
of fish were caught including trout, bullheads and blue gills. The Wesleyville Conservation Club
stocked over 1000 brown trout into the pond prior to May 6th.

] The first day of trout season marked the kickoff of our
Spring and Summer activities. This day was followed by
an outing for Girard High School life Skills class, a group
of military veterans from the Vets Center, a scouting
group, a group of over 100 moms, dads and kids who
gathered at the pond at Harborcreek Municipal park and
a group of girls scouts, We also participated in a STEM
program sponsored by Mercyhurst University at Gibson
Park in North East and we also co-sponsored the annual
Spring clean-up of Presque Isle State Park. These recent
activities were very successful thanks to dedicated participation by our cadre of volunteers. We
have included a list of scheduled club activities for the rest of the season; We will have signup
sheets available at our May 22nd meeting if you would like to help out. We also encourage you to
bring one of your children or grandchildren along to help out or join in. Check out our newsletter
for the addition of more opportunities to volunteer as they are scheduled. You can also check out
our web page sonsoflakeerie.org for our schedule. You can contact us at sonslakeri@aol.com

Fishing Report
OUR DEEPEST APOLOGIES : :
Lake Erie walleye season opened on May 6th and according to some posts

go out to Kirk Rydzenski proprietor of East on the Presque Isle Bay Anglers page on Facebook anglers are boasting
End Angler bait and tackle shop, Gem City early success as shown in the photos below.
Outdoorsmens, Champion Ford and Kathy
Capion for our failure to include them in the list
of generous donors who gave us a door prize
for our Ice Out Party that was published in our
April 19th Bucket

THE EPSFA TO HOST
TOURNAMENT

The Erie Pennsylvania Sport Fishing
Association have scheduled their annual Pro
Am Summer Slam fishing tournament for
July 29 & 30. Registration to enter must be

. . . . Jamie Worth posted this picture photo ofa Mike Williams posted this pic of a
in by June 1. For more information go to their o .

bsite at f 31 inch, 10.1 Ib. monster walleye he caught two man limit he and his buddy
website at epsfa.com. off of Shade’s Beach on May 6th. caught near Walnut Creek on the

first day of walleye season.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR SONS

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your name, address
and note that you would like to change to the electronic version. So
far we have about 130 members who have requested the change so
far. You can always read the current and past issues of the Bucket at
our web site, sonsoflakeerie.org

TIME DATED MATERIAL

NONPROFIT ORG.

US POSTAGE PAID

:///( '

“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie
NOTE: THIS IS THE LAST MEETING

UNTIL NEXT SEPTEMBER.
HAVE FUN, GO FISHING, BE SAFE.

PROGRAM:
Nolan Ryan, FishUSA pro staff member,
will talk about Bass fishing

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

LAKE ERIE RESEARCH UNIT MANAGER MARK HAFFLEY

was the speaker at our April 24th
membership meeting where there were
100 people in attendance. He began
with an update of the lake wide walleye
telemetry project. He reiterated that
acoustic transmitters and tags were
implanted into 68 walleye on spawning
shoals in PA waters over a 3 year
period with the goal to look at spawning
fidelity to answer the questions. Do local
spawning congregations add to a local fishery? and Are
these tagged fish truly “residents” or migrants?

He displayed a map of Lake Erie showing the location of
receivers placed on the Lake bottom to record data from
the transmitters. These receivers were pulled on October
25, 2022 and the data from them revealed that there were
659,014 detections of the 68 walleye. There were 16 Fish
of them caught to date, 5 fish had lost their external tag,
Fish #21 traveled 45 miles in 8 days at harvest and Fish #5
was caught in Presque Isle Bay on July 3rd. Preliminary
conclusion of the study indicate that we do in fact have a
local resident walleye population.

In regards to yellow perch, the Lake Erie perch population
estimate of 155.25 million at age 2+. The population in MU 3,
which is our portion of the Lake, is estimated at 56.9 million.
The total Allowable Catch last year was 530,000 pounds.

Percentage of perch caught last year was 15% of the TAC
for PA and 39% for all jurisdictions. The 2023 TAC for MU
3 is 472,000 pounds. The western basin (MU-1) of the lake
has had a better hatching rate than the MU-3 and the Perch
population there is improving. In spite of this the harvest limit
of perch will remain the same in PA waters this 2023

The walleye population on the other hand is estimated at
70.98 million in 2022. 9.269 million Walleye were harvested
from Lake Erie in 2022. The 2023 population estimate:
93.663 million Walleye. Based on these facts there will be no
changes to the walleye limits and Capt. Haffley predicted a
phenomenal walleye season.

LAMPE MARINA FISH CLEANING
STATION PROJECT STALLED

On April 11, 2023 the Port Authority opened the bids for the
Lampe Marina Fish Waste Holding Building and cleaning
station. The total combined low bid for the project was
$378,935. The total project costs, including engineering, are
$399,835. The grant from the Lake Erie Access Program was
for $250,000 leaving a shortfall of $150,000. The EWPPA
has submitted grant application for the balance of $150,000
which is needed to complete the building. The next Fish
Commission is scheduled for July 24-25, 2023. Hopefully
they will review the grant request at that meeting and add the
necessary to get this project moving along



