Please support
our sponsors as they
support us!
Good Fishing!
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AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-566-6933

¢FishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

Online fishing information
for the Erie, PA area

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
RYAN BIZZARRO

* kK
STE. 213 | ERIE, PA 16505)
W (814) 835-2880

WWW.PAHOUSE.COM/BIZZARRO
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8600 Route 98
Girard, PA 16417
814-474-5730
follysend@velocity.net

Karen & Jim Phillips
owners

FishErie.com

EDINBORO OUTDOORS

Sporting Goods
Buy  Sell * Trade @

301 Mill Street « Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 » (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com
Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.

FOR ALLYOURSHOOTJNG NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN DONOVAN

OWNER
A Tues-Fri 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon

1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Beals-McMahon
Fainting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3670

w

w.lakeshoretowing.com

ORE (814) 453-6387
] VHF CH 16
34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507
UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

Z
m

RINK's

Auto
Service

710 W. 29th St.
Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOL UTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

| Perch Pirate
814-746-5809

| _get S3 off with this counon |

web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com
email: captain@telinotalescharters1.com

[

| John Krasa, owner

| ship

_

SEAGULL MARINE
Jim Siegel
814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W. 15th Street

Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility ¢ Boat Transport + Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories ¢ Complete
Winterization ¢ Inside Storage + Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

Shaping up your

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
& Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-Erie-PA-16507

814-874-0608 '

Frrmdlxest
Place In
Town

FOSE

East Erie Famtly Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue

v

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-2492

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Four Affilated Locations

W. James Scoft, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Streef, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fax 814/453-3149

jims@BurtonQuinnScott.com

BurfonQuinnScott.com

{i} EEEI\TNSYLVANIA
Beodfu

Litter Prevention Education « Community Greening
Proper Waste Handling  Sustainable Practices

Don Benczkowski, Program Coordinator
Lake Erie Region
coastmanerie@verizon.net
(814) 434.4178

© BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ®
RESQUE 15

2817 West 23rd Street 7w
*Erie, PA 16506 | |

Ph: 814.835.4500
Fx: 814.835.4501
email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

Tim Parker

B10)8333272

( v ].J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.

1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate

BEST LITTLE

Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility
LURE HOUSE
Brmany

814-899-8113
Heubel

DD -
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LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES jshimek@smbserie.com 6821 West Lake Road
8334 EDINBORO ROAD * ERIE, PA 16509 « (814) 476-7410 814-616-4166 Fairview, PA 16415
e et oo PR 0BSS48 S.0.N.S. Member since 2009 814-474-5623
J 4, West End Hardware, LLC - Fudesfed | Mini Self Storage of Erie
/‘\ ‘\ 1912 Liberty Stree! R : A L Very Low Rates * Great Location

Erie, PA 16502

e
& 8
Complalo line of fastonors

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

'START RIGHT, START HERE:

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

o , @&
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Learn more at
realnutz.com

REAL SMOOTH

NUTZ

HAND CRAFTED

VODKA

50% ALC/VOL 1 LITER (100 PROOF)

2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
838-2887

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 ¢ Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHE LAKE o

wistvries
& Fishing for Those With Special Needs

—

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCARPING

814-824-4047

)

Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture
Campaign Manager, is
working on behalf of clean
water in the Lake Erie

Watershed.

PennFuture

Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information.

Wi.T. SPAEDER

COMPREHENSIVE MECHANICAL CONTRACTING

R, Ph:814.456.7014

9 1602 East 18th Street, Erie, PA 16510
& www.spaeder.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE ¢ INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN ® MARINE e MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner

2825 Liberty St.
Phone: 814/868-7487

Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina
4 Dockage & Winter Storage
Marine Mechanic

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

PATRICK J. HARKINS
LABOR COMMIT AIRMAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

1ST LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

House of Representatives

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o £ 202 Irvis Office Bulldmg
02001

ox 2
n Harrisburg, PA 17120-2001
(717)767-1406+ Fax. (117) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie. PA 16504

(814) 459-1949

Emal: pharkins@pahouse net

ELK CREEK SPORTS

P.0. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
EVERYTHING FOR
FISHERMEN
HUNTERS » ARCHERS
10543 OLD LAKE ROAD
LAKE CITY, PA 16423
(814) 774-8755
Now under the management of
Bill & Lisa Noble and Keith Ashbaugh

Live, Laugh, Fish /  ElK Creek
=]/ Steelhead Cabin
‘ o Overlooking Elk Creek

» y Great Vacation Spot
A 9N (314) 4343620

Girard, Pa
www.elkcreekcabin.com

Steelhead Fishing

R gele COstam Chare,

Capt. Paul

.coQ

¥ Copt Becky
@-a{z'. Maia ey
Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook

7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

‘Open Daily SAM-9PM

&

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

— . 8/4-909-9016
n782 Mool Roap

Easr Seriverie, P
12th Street Beer LLC
2756 W. 12th St.

Erie, PA
814-833-7904

e

« ropane «Paint & Suppis « Screen & Sto Window Repais« Keys «

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies » Sharpening Service » U.S. Post Office

Perennial Green
\ Lewn Care y

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com

Call Today!
(814)734-6056

B@E&?@@ i

810 Parade Street, Erie, PA

SUCA SIS

www.krausdeptstore.com

< 100} g aiEMpIEH [I0USD * S[EIISY [00L
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PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY

2670 W 11th St, Erie, PA 16505 - (814) 835-1000

CREATIVEIMPRINTSYSTEMS.COM

East End Angler Bait & Tackle

814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or
Visit our Website - eastendangler.net
for fishing reports, weather and pictures
Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3921 BUFFALO ROAD » 16510 | m

I
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know more about us?

1
Rastes hiear ot PA
a Stzelhead

e Erle, PA 16505
814-833-FUNT * www. alekspowersports.com

1501 Pemnsula Dnv




WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR 43 YEARS SINCE 1981
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MAY 2024
Official Publication of the S.0O.N.S. B u ck et

S.0.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)
sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

FISHING REPORT
Asthe days become warmer, marinas are opened, WE SCREWED UP LAST MONTH

fish are becoming active and so are the anglers. when we failed to include the East End Angler in the list of the door prize
Some nice catches of crappies and perch are

being reported from boats and the piers. Walleye donors for our Ice Out Party. We :flpologize to Kirk for the oversight. He
season opened on May 4th and boaters are on has been more than generous in his support of the SONS for many years.
the water looking for bass and lake trout, too.

PRESQUE ISLE MARINA PROJECT NEARLY COMPLETE

This drone’s eye view
of the Presque Isle
Marina was provided by
Lake Shore Towing Co.,
the project’'s general
contractor. All the new
docks are in place. Yet
to be completed is the
electrical system which
is awaiting transformers
for its completion. The
completion date is set
for June 6, 2024

THE APRIL MEETING PROGRAM
was presented Jeremy Scott, who was assisted by his 12-year-old daughter Jovie. l" MEMO“IAM

They presented a really great program to the over 120 members and guests who . .
were present at the SONS of Lake Erie Monday April 22 meeting. Jeremy gave a Former SONS D|recj[or Bob C_S|bbs
detailed description of all of the public access fishing areas along our Pennsylvania passed away on Friday, April 26,
north shore using posters held by Jovie. He gave a description of all of the fish 2024. Bob was director from 2,002'
species available at each location. He also brought with him a complete array of 2011~ Here's a
all of his gear which he uses to fish these areas. He also distributed a collection of qupte from his
lures and more that were donated by Poor Richard’s Bait and Tackle and the Reno ?bltuary.
Bait Co., which were passed out to the audience members. He volunteered
. forthe S.O.N.S. of

g"gg Lake Erie Fishing
1T ' Club and enjoyed
TTT 5 participating
in any event
teaching young
children to fish. He loved the
annual ice fishing clinics, first day
of trout, and any event to get to the
lake. He was enthusiastic about a
necessary daily visit to see what
was happening at Walnut Creek,
right up until his death, enjoying the
beauty of nature.” He was a great
guy and will be sadly missed.

Jeremy and daughter Jovie showing an illustration listin fishing opportunities




SONS 2024
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a depiction of a bluegill this year. This is
in keeping with featuring a native species
fish on the button. You can pick up the 2024
pin at anyone of our events or meetings or
you can get one by sending $3.00 to SONS
of Lake Erie, PO Box 3605, Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA_ 16508

5%& RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2024
“U=— Name
1 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKEfER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

NEWS BRIEFS

WCO Honored

Matt Visosky flanked by PFBC Exec., Tim Schaeffer, Col. Warner
Chief Law Enforcement Ofc., and Commission President Bill Gibney
(PFBC photo)

According to a news release by the PFBC “Matt Visosky, of
Central Erie County, received the Northeast Conservation Law
Enforcement Chiefs Award during Monday’s meeting. He was
selected as the PA Fish and Boat Commission’s NECLECA
Officer of the Year for 2023.

“Bad” Fishermen Had Licenses Revoked

In an article Outdoor Writer Brian Whipkey in the May 1,
2024 edition of Goerie.com, The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission has revoked fishing privileges for six anglers for
five years. During the April 29th, 2024 quarterly meeting, the
PFBC approved the revocations for six people involved in two
separate incidents that happened on steelhead nursery waters
in Erie County.

Four were arrested on Sept. 24 at 2:45a.m. at Avonia Beach.
They were charged with netting fish and had 25 steelhead in
possession. Each was fined $1,616. Two were arrested on Oct.
15 at 1:55 am in the same place they were in possession of 15
steelhead and each paid $1,989.

= ¥ R i ]

USERS OF THIS FISH CLEANING
STATION SHALL LEAVE AT £

LEAST A 2-INCH x 2-INCH PIECE
OF SKIN ON PROCESSED
FILLETS FOR IDENTIFICATION
PURPOSES. NO CHUNKING OF
FILLETS ALLOWED.

The 2”X2” Skin Issue

was not reviewed at the PFBC’s
April  meeting of the PFBC
hopefully it will be addressed
at a future meeting. Until then,
Remember- Do What the Sign
Says! Please Clean Up after
using the facility.

”

e ¥V e )
\@

e et
Panaity for Violation as Provided by Law
Ennmylmhﬁ.ﬁ and Boat Commission
it

- N

House Boat Raised

This photo submitted by the Lake Shore Towing Co. shows the
use of a crane and pumps to refloat a sunken houseboat on
Horseshoe Pond.

Parade Street
Dock Repaired
This photo  shows
some repairs to a
portion of the Parade
St. Dock making it safe
for fishing until more
permanent repairs are
complete. This popular
fishing area  was
repaired by crews from

the EWPPA.

Noisy Work
on North Pier
Crews are at work repairing the
walls of the North Pier channel
into Erie’s harbor. The work is
creating some loud equipment
noise. Be prepared to find
portions of the pier closed for
fishing occasionally during the
project.




South Pier S SOUTH PIER PARKING LOT
' WILLBE CLOSEDDUSKTIL DAWN

Due to some bad behavior that include fights, public
intoxication, gun violations and more that took place in the
picnic area adjacent South Pier channel last summer the
EWPPA is planning to install swing gates across the two
entrances into the South Pier parking lot that will prevent
parking in that lot from dusk til dawn. The plan is to prevent
these crowds from gathering for everyone’s safety. Night
fishing will be permitted on the pier but you must park inside
the Lampe Marina gates.

SUCCESSFUL HATCHERY OPERATION SHUT DOWN FOR SUMMER

Last month’s issue of the “Bucket” highlighted the stocking of brown trout and the arrival of 1.6 million walleye eggs. The walleye
eggs completed their hatching cycle on April 12 affording the opportunity to show off our great facility and brag about the hard work
of our volunteer hatchery crew. The public was invited to tour our facility on Saturday and Sunday April 13&14. A few days earlier
on April 10, twenty seven participants from the Erie Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors program toured our hatchery.

— g

More — The 2023-24 hatchery operation came to its conclusion on Tuesday April 16 when the remaining 130 brown trout were
released and the walleye fry were transferred from our holding tanks by buckets to a boat provided by SONS volunteer Paul Holtz
and his crewman Ralph Friend. They transported and spread the 1.6 million walleye fry throughout Presque Isle Bay. Hatchery
crew members emptied and scrubbed all of our tanks and other equipment and shut the facility down until next season. This
scenario has been part of our standard operating procedure since the hatchery was built in 1985.

Walleye were transferred to buckets then to boat and spread in Bay then system was cleaned and closed



LAMPE MARINA FISH CLEANING STATION
DEDICATED AND OPENED

Wednesday May 1st ,2024 marked the celebration for the completion of a new
refrigerated building and fish cleaning station. Here, besides efficiently cleaning
the fish, Lampe will now repurpose the waste for environmental sustainability,
thanks to the collaborative efforts of PA Fish & Boat Commission, SONS of Lake
Erie, and our Erie Western PA Port Authority board. Lampe Marina’s public fish
cleaning station will be the first public fish cleaning station of its kind in the City
of Erie and the third of its kind on Lake Erie, joining alongside the stations at the
Walnut Creek Access Area and the Northeast Marina. The station features power
outlets, cutting tables, running water, and sinks. A refrigerated storage area at
each station will allow anglers to dispose of fish remains appropriately, which will
be recycled for agricultural use.(Face Book Posts)

We would like to express our gratitude to the Erie Western PA Port Authority for
allowing the station to be located on Authority property and for the hard work
of EWPPA management and Staff, especially former Exec. Director Brenda
Sandberg and former Operations Manager, John Mulligan who helped initiate this
project and the current Exec. Director Julie Slomski and the present Operations
Manager Tony Pianta for bringing this across the finish line and CFO Robin
Waldinger for writing and bird dogging the grant. . We also would like to thank
the PFBC Lake Erie Public Access staff and grants committee, Ashley Porter
architects, Perry Construction Co. and all of the sub-contractors an each and
every one of you that purchased the Lake Erie Access permit over the years. It
was the funds from the program that paid for this project and many others on our
waterfront and our surrounding county over the years.

There is room in the building for two more cutting tables that were not included
in the budget. The SONS of Lake Erie will be paying for two more thanks to your
hard work and generosity,

1 (]
| LAMPE MARINA FISH CLEANING ST|
Dedicated May 1, 2024
With funding provided by the Lake Erie Perm
and ip:

L to R The ribbon was cut at the Lampe Marina Dedication by EWPPA Facilities Mgr. Tony
Pianta, ,Jamie Martin- Stewart SONS Pres. Jerry Skrypzak, PFBC VP Dan Pastore while
EWPPA Exec. Director Julie Slomski, Mayor Joe Schember and Port Authority Pres.
Jeff Brinling and other Port Auth. members looked on. In the bottom left photo EWPPA
treasurer Carl Wolfram and Capt. Steve Skrypzak were the first to clean fish and provided a
demonstration for the crowd in attendance

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Below is list of all of the events we
have scheduled so far. Since May 20th
is our last meeting until September we
will have a signup sheet at that meeting
and we ask you to let us know when you
would like to help out. Keep an eye on
our June, July and August issues of our
newsletter for any changes

May 23rd THURS Erie Day School casting
class 40 students Greene Township Park
9333 Tate Rd, Erie, PA 16509 Vol. Needed

May 24th FRI 10-11:30 McKean
Elementary School 35 kids Waterworks
Pond Vol. Needed

May 25th SAT 9-12 EPSFA Kids Day
Perry Monument Vol. Needed

May 30th THURS. 2:30-4 casting and
info table Grover Cleveland School Vol.
Needed

June 13th THURS 10-noon Barb’s Care
A Lot 15-20 kids Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

June 17th MON 230-345 SR Pat 15 kids
Waterworks Pond Vol. Needed

June 19th WED Waterworks Pond Elks
Club Vets Picnic Vol. Needed

June 25th TUES 10-NOON Waterford
YMCA (60 kids) Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

June 26th WED 10-NOON Sr Gus Kids
Cafe Waterworks Pond Vol. Needed

June 28th FRIDAY 10-NOON Eastside
YMCA (48-60 kids) Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

July 9th TUES 10-noon Barb’s Care A Lot
15-20 kids Waterworks Pond Vol. Needed

July 15th MON 10-12 Grover Cleveland
School Waterworks Pond Vol. Needed

July 17th WED 6-8 Bayview Park West
2nd & Walnut St. West Bay Fit Event Vol.
Needed

July 19th FRI 10-NOON Eastside YMCA
(48-60 kids) Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

July 23rd TUES 5-7 JEH Garden APTS
Office safety and casting instruction
Tacoma Rd Vol. Needed

July 25th THURS 11-1 Housing Authority
Police 15-20 kids Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

July 27th SAT 9-12 Waterworks Pond
Discover Pl Vol. Needed

Aug 2nd FRI 10-NOON Eastside YMCA
(48-60 kids) Waterworks Pond Vol.
Needed

Aug 9th FRI Barb’s Care A lot 15-20 kids
Waterworks Pond



S.0.N.S. of LAKE ERIE, WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC. SONS NEWS LETTER BY EMA"—?

PO BOX 3605 ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 16508

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your

name, address and note that you would like to change to

“The Bucket” published monthly the electronic version. So far we have about 475 members

by'the!S.O.N.S-of Lake Erie who have requested the change so far. You can always read

VOLUME 21 « ISSUE 5 the current and past issues of the Bucket at our web site,
MAY 2024 sonsoflakeerie.org.at any time.

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

NOTE: This is one week early due to the Memorial
Day Holiday and it will be the last meeting until
September—Have a great, healthy and happy summer.

PROGRAM: TBA
We promise a good meeting so come and join us!

SONS CO SPONSOR THE 85TH PI CLEAN UP

10 W ""f uurmu
i ! nIllWl

Twenty seven SONS volunteers partnered with PISP state park staff members and the Presque Isle Partnership
to sponsor the 85th Presque Isle Clean Up on April 27th . The weather started off windy and rainy causing a
disappointing number of public participants. Only about 125 pitched in to clean up. Our role as usual was to
provide lunch for the participants. We served about 220 hot dogs coffee, orange drinks water and some snacks.



