S

AMENDOLA

Please support
our sponsors as they

¢FishUSA PCipictapa I 1t v
Buy  Sell * Trade

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SO UTIONS

‘CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 800.922.1219 301 Mill Street » Edinboro, PA 16412 | Your complete print and direct mail source
support us! www.FishUSA.com (814) 734-4727 « (814) 734-4927 4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
c g ' 6960 e 0115 www.edinborooutdoors.com 800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
GOOd FlShlng. FishEriotom  Online fishing information Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. ‘fa>§ 81 4-833-4208_
814-566-6933 Aaer for the Erie, PA area Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. www.printingconceptsonline.com

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your  Jim Siegel

Vads vt R

8600 Route 98 FOR ALLYOURSHOOTJNG NEEDS . N !
REPRESENTATIVERYAN - s O A Girard, PA 16417 CUSTOM GUN SMITHING | Pe rch Pirate | ~ship 814.434.2606
ste.213 ’\ 814-4745730 [ JOHN DONOVAN 814-746-5809 since 1984 540 W, 15th Street
Erie, PA 16505 A follysend@velocity.net 7 OWNER | get $3 off with this coupon | Erie, PA 16502
814) 835-2880 ) A i 10- Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
e 4/14 \)‘\ Karen & Jim Phillips 4 Lzl 6l oe e " .John Krasa, owner Fabrication + Parts & Accessories + Complete
pG RO owners - Erie, Pa 16501 web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com Winterization  Inside Storage » Outside Storage
REPBIZZARRO.COM e IR U ER R | ol captain@tellnotalescharters1.com Spoct Wt San i
wyw.lakeshoretowing.com Wolverine Park Marina
Beals-McMahon LRESHORE ] Dally.Weekly-M il
Paintin (814) 453-6387 aily-Weekly-Monthly DSE ..
@ i NG VHF CH 16 €2 Seasonal Dock Rental < The Family Fraternify Town
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon 34 STATE ST Boating Supplies
Proprietor s me. ERIE. PA 16507 “"‘& ppli East Erie Family Center
tterics 6060 I A
UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING AUt_O 10, 20t St 34 State St-Erie-PA-16507 0 lroquois Avenve
454 - 5 676 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE Servlce 8"194 8661%52218 5 Members & Guests » A Non-Smoking Facility
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED 814-874-0698 814-899-8113

’RVMFX Don Chandley {i} Na

PENNSYLVANIA

A ' Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219 Beactof
’ Coll:(614) 862-5721 Litter Prevention Education « Community Greening

Email: donchandley@remax.net oy " "
A Proper Waste Handling  Sustainable Practices COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

(‘ﬁ STERRETT MOTT BEST LITTLE
: J. Wurst BRESKI & SHIMEK % % LURE HOUSE
puirerasialiagtd | Attorney Jay Shimek | ICHARDS s

Anthony
Wills - Powers of Attorney B Campenelli

7963 A N BAII 'BOAT STORAGE. nsﬂsmnmns (UM OWNERS
Health Care Directives - Probate T CLERAG e

Real Estate Group Don Benczkowski, Program Coordinator LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES jshimek@smbserie.com 6821 West Lake Road
4939 Buffalo Road ‘Lake E_ﬂe@Reg_lon . 8334 EDINBORO ROAD + ERIE, PA 16509 + (814) 476-7410 814-616-4166 Fairview, PA 16415
coastmanerie@verizon.nel N
Erie, PA 16510 (814) 434.4178 e et oo PR 0BSS48 S.0.N.S. Member since 2009 814-474-5623
GEM CITY * BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ¢ l , West End Hardware, LLC - Ww Mini Self Storage of Erie
OUTDOORSMEN %ESQUE ISL /‘\ ‘\ 1912 _leervy Street R :A L . Very Low Rates * Great Location
cLus 2617 west T3rd treet "o e itk [=] A3 [=] | 2827 w. 23ra st. (Paricer's Garage)
6701 Van Camp Rd. “Erie, PA 16506 [} Q @ @ TrueYalue. Never a Rent Increase
Fairview, PA LTl L] E— on Your Rented Unit
Jeff Earll, Jr. HAND CRAFTED x P
e g T i o re-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
814-474-2492 |[Biir TmPaier | Hpta———-— | \/ODKA B (Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

S AT realnutz.com 838-2887

Burton JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI |5t st gesnones
Quinn-Scott PLASTERING Sasiraons R
CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC. Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches L
Four Affilated Locations .
W. James Scott, Jr. 4 New Construction AT THE I_AKE v
Downfown Erie -_/) pommalih, A5, ) SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950 wistries
602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502 = - BEER INSURED 1204 Freedom R,
e . EEE
jims@BurfonQuinnScott.com " 814) 833_3272 Po BOX 3808 ° Erle, PA 16508 ini inistrie il.com
BurtonQuinnScott.com " ol £ o Phone 455-1007
spﬂ'm l ry PATRICK J. HARKINS :
\ LABOR C ()‘1\”! H AIRMAN
AUTO - TRUCK p PennFuture i LD
B e RIES IR I EENRTINC -_\/—,— Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture cOm":g:sezﬁ:‘Rofnpr:::sr\;‘ag::
- . P - 202 Invis Office Bulldmg
o Campaign Manager, is fox 202007
E\‘-‘R_\ . ,(}:\Y"tul wn'snnel Br“s. working on behalf of clean (117 787 iy mmgg}z%;
o IUES s Aorlmsrso08 LANDSCAPING wa(e;;:tthehLa:e Erie Rl ‘5?5?32?5;5‘}%2%
’ ershed. o ) 459-
814-835-0549 814-824_4047 Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information. u e hasinpanousenct nggzg O [ake P [ako City, IPA 16423
+WHOLESALE - - Live, Laugh, Fish /  E]K Creek rie Custom Chary,
- . " | Ty
Wn.T. SPAEDER | |E555E “ Gem City Marina | \—— /stcelhead Cabin | 4% oy ooy
Sinco 1914 2 b o P Overooking Elk Creek %
BATTERY OUTLET Dockage & Winter Storage o Girard, Pa =
COMPREHENSIVE MECHANICAL CONTRACTING e Mec ic a World Class Capt. Paul @/ N Capt. Becky
Marin: hani apt. Maic
AUTOMOTIVE ¢ INDUSTRIAL Z, Steelhead Fishing aptivand
: T:bszA.As:a;;‘nsa A LAWN/GARDEN EAW&EPEIFEE * MOTORCYCLE Now under management by P \ Great Vacation Spot Welcome Aboard
ast 18th Street, Erie, . 8: . Adeton
@ vwwspassrcon tanay sauc owner  uewysy | RakeshorTowingSiadsaessy| T (814) 3343020 | S cumEnRI v
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421
puing PA Steelhead Association
(3 Perennial 6reen ‘7 B OB U e
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA
\ Lawn Care ; MERSKI oot
BAIT & TAGKLE g"op www.PerennialGreenLawn.com PR"M“TI"“AL Pnlgnnum's STATE REPRESENTATIVE et
- & 4‘\90\9 '\90/ 6 1 info@pasteelhead.com PA
11782 Mo pow Call Today! | scREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY | 3921 BUFFALO ROAD « 16510 | @ Stccihcad
s A - i . ' e — AsSO
EX8T SPRINBFIELD, Ph (814)734-6056 !570wc'.:é%sﬁ}5';:.’,:?”172?(?5,(:;23&5 1000 (814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com L clation

« Propane » Paint & Supplies  Screen & Storm Window Repairs « Keys »

| T — B East End Angler Bait & Tackle
) CRAUS v
12th Street Beer LLC | K DEFARTHENT STORE @ B Haraware 3 814.898.3474
N 2756 W. 12th St. || 810 Parade Street, Erie, PA  [f§ 4702 E. Lake Rd. ARA
. g 3 OMP AUTO REPAIR
‘“\ Erie, PA E 8’14.45‘3.4314 :; Like us on Facebook NIRRT PECTION & 0 0
J 814-833-7904 A www.krausdeptstore.com [ or 6 A R 0
E1 )an‘ ; £ H Visit our Website - eastendangler.net 8 038 =
3 2 for fishing reports, weather and pictures = qeErie.co ,501 pe",nsu‘a Dnve . Ene, PA 1650 =
$ g Fish Cleaning We accept 1 814-835-FUN1 * . alekspOWErspOrts.co
« Plumbing & Electrical Supplies » Sharpening Service » U.S. Post Office o Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard




WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR 43 YEARS SINCE 1981

VOLUME 21 « ISSUE 10
OCTOBER 2024

Official Publication of the S.O.N.S.

Bucket

S.0.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)

sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

SONS VOLUNTEERS PREPARE FISH FRY FOR HOMELESS

On Friday October 4, 2024 twenty SONS of Lake Erie
volunteers set up a truckload of equipment at the Emmaus
Soup Kitchen on East 11th St. In Erie. All these logistics
were in preparation for our annual fish fry that is prepared for
our less fortunate brothers and sisters. For about ten years
now we have produced this event at this facility. More than
100 Ibs of walleye fillets were trimmed, battered and fried for
serving to over two hundred clients of the soup kitchen. In
addition to the walleye fillets the dinner included rolls potato
salad and coleslaw. The meals are packed into takeout trays
and paper bags and the clients can either take away for

consumption elsewhere or may be enjoyed on the premises.
The walleye for the fish fry were donated by members of our
fishing community who participated in three separate fishing
tournaments that were held this summer. This fish fry would
not take place without their generous support. Thanks are also
in order for SONS Director Chuck Miller for taking the lead in
planning these annual events and for the rest of our volunteers
who worked preparing and serving the meals. Many of them
generously volunteer every year.

Below are photos of the event.



SONS 2025
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a depiction of a crappie this year. This is
in keeping with featuring a native species
fish on the button. You can pick up the 2025
pin at anyone of our events or meetings or
you can get one by sending $3.00 to SONS
of Lake Erie, PO Box 3605, Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA_ 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2024
=_ Name
14 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKEfEB\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [0 $5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)

[ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

PITTSBURGH PAPER FOCUSES ON LAKE ERIE WALLEYE

The following article by Outdoor Writer, Mary Ann Thomas
was published by the Pittsburgh Post Gazette on October 5, 2024

Summer walleye catches in the
Pennsylvania portion of Lake Erie were
the second highest in more than 20
years. ‘We haven’t had fishing like this
ever,” says Fish and Boat Commission
as anglers pack marinas near Erie.

Anglers in Pennsylvania’s portion of
Lake Erie reported the second-highest
walleye catch rates since 1993 for July
and landed in the top five highest rates
for August. “This has been one of our
better seasons,” said Mark Haffley,

the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission’s leader for Lake Erie’s
research unit. “These last seven years
saw higher than average catch rates.
We haven’t had fishing like this ever,”
he said. The commission’s July survey
found a catch rate of 1.99 fish per
hour, much higher than the 0.6 fish per
hour satisfactory rate, Mr. Haffley said.
“Lake Erie from the Ohio line to the
New York line — the fishing has been
phenomenal this year,” he said. The
commission also found above-average
numbers of walleye reaching maturity,
Mr. Haffley said, adding that it's hard to
tell how long the trend will hold.

The walleye population is estimated
at 77 million in Lake Erie from the
Pennsylvania and Ohio line west

to Toledo, Ohio, according to the
commission. Record hatches since
2015 account for the abundance.
Walleye can live more than 20 years
in Lake Erie, according to Ohio’s
Lake Erie Fisheries. In Pennsylvania,
the Fish and Boat Commission has
documented a 27-year-old walleye,
Mr. Haffley said. The 2024 adult
walleye population estimate is
within the top 25% of the past 30

years, competing with the renowned
populations of the 1980s, according
to the Ohio Angler Report.

In Erie County, walleye catches at
Walnut Creek Access were high this
year; a packed parking lot has been
the norm for the past seven or eight
years, Mr. Haffley said. Walnut Creek
is in Fairview, about a dozen miles
west of Erie. Some anglers shifted east
to Shades Beach in North East, which
offers quick access to deep water.

The S.0.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing
Club, with 2,500 members, has seen
bountiful walleye and more anglers this
year, said Jerry Skrypzak, the club’s
president. Most Lake Erie walleye
migrate west as autumn approaches.
However, a robust local population
overwinters. “On weekends, parking
lots are full with boats and trailers.

It's been phenomenal,” he said.

The Erie County-based nonprofit
promotes and protects the fishery and
offers fishing programs focusing on
youth, Mr. Skrypzak said. The Fish and
Boat Commission expects the walleye
season to continue well into October,
Mr. Haffley said.

In the fall, female walleye pack on
weight for egg production. Most
walleye migrate west as autumn
approaches. However, a robust local
population will overwinter.

The warming of Lake Erie’s western
basin, with algae blooms in Toledo,
has shifted the walleye population to
the central basin, Mr. Haffley said.
“We have adult walleye known for an
incredible homing response and site
fidelity at the Walnut Creek Marina,”
he said.

The commission has been surveying
walleye using telemetry tagging there.
“We’re seeing more fish in higher
concentrations in different areas.
There’s more happening locally for
us,” he said. The central part of Lake
Erie has been prolific historically and
that continues, according to

Mr. Skrypzak.

“In the spring as the lake warms
in Toledo, the fish are looking for
55-degree weather and that is here.”

Mr. Skrypzak’s son, a fishing charter
captain, reported hitting the walleye
limit in two hours this year, with some
charters going out twice daily.

“We get a lot of tourist fishermen. The
campgrounds and motels are loaded
with them,” he said.

Mr. Skrypzak, 82, has watched and
promoted more fishing opportunities,
and his club supports new
developments to offer more public
access to the lake. New dock projects
are slated at Presque Isle State Park
and Lampe Marina, near Presque lIsle
Bay.

Recreational fishing in Lake Erie

in Pennsylvania generated a $40.6
million economic impact for the 2016
season, according to a Penn State
study.

Mr. Skrypzak said he believes that
has grown in the ensuing eight years,
especially during the COVID-19
pandemic, when demand for fishing
licenses and boat registration spiked.

Mary Ann Thomas: mthomas@post-
gazette.com



: THE WORLD NEEDS
fl MORE TACKLE BOXES
AND LESS XBOXES

Even Ed Kissell with a
nice bluegill Oct. 12

Roger Hawk posted this pic on
Facebook Oct.1 at South Pier

Not much to brag
about guys!

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Nominations for
officers and directors
will be taken at the
November 18, General
Meeting and elections
to be held at the
December 16 meeting.

7
&

FISHING

REPORT
Steelhead fishing is picking
up as the rains are coming
on and the fish are starting
their runs. Lake conditions
are affecting boating. Local
marinas will be shutting
down on November 1. There
are still reports coming in
that when boaters can get
out they are catching walleye
and perch. Pier fishing
anglers are realizing some
nice catches of perch and an
occasional walleye.

NEW WEB
CAMERA

The LAMPE MARINA WEB
CAMERA is now up and
running. It is being provided
through a partnership of
the Erie Western PA Port
Authority, Fish USA and the
SONS of Lake Erie. You
may access the camera on
the Fish USA web site at
https://www.fishusa.com/
lampe-webcam/ or at the
SONS Web page at https://
sonsoflakeerie.org/web%20
cam%20page.htm.



Pl BAY HABITAT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
ENTERS 29th YEAR

On Wednesday October 9, 2024 the Habitat Improvement
crew from the PA Fish and Boat Commission assembled
at the Niagara boat Launch at Presque Isle State Park
in order to continue the Presque lIsle Bay fish habitat
program. The program which was started in 1995 has
resulted in the placement of over 700 habitat fixtures in to
the waters of the Bay. This year the team added 80 more to
the program. They were assisted by 20 SONS of Lake Erie
volunteers and 10 building trades students from Erie High
School. Following a brief safety briefing by Team Leader
Ben Page, the structures made ready to launch by the
volunteers attaching bundles of brush to them in order to
make them more attractive to the fish. When the program
started in 1995, the SONS purchased the raw materials
and assembled them on the shore. Now the structures are
purchased pre-assembled using funds appropriated from
the purchase of the Lake Erie Stamp.

The assembled structures are transported out into the
Bay by a specially equipped PFBC boat. Using special
electronic gear they are placed in predetermined pattern.
This year some were in Stink Hole and others were added
to an existing row in about 14 ft of water just west of the
Niagara Launch. Each of the students from Erie High was
afforded the opportunity to ride out with the boat to place
the structures.

A lunch for all of the participants was prepared and served
by SONS volunteers. We have always enjoyed this project
and it was especially enjoyable this year watching and
working with the Erie High students.

A map showing the location of the structures is posted on
the PFBC web site



TOP INVASIVE SPECIES RANKED

By Shealyn Paulis
Great Lakes Echo October 7, 2024

A recent study, published in the Journal of Great Lakes
Research, is the first to compare all 188 nonnative species
in the lakes with the same methods and pinpoint which are
causing the most harm to the region, its authors said.

At the top of the list is the zebra mussel. These small but
mighty mollusks are believed to have made their way into
the Great Lakes in the 1980’s through ballast water in ships
from Europe. They can now be found in all five Great Lakes.
Zebra mussels feed on plankton in the water, which has
made the lakes unnaturally clear and diminished the base of
the food chain, leaving less for native fish to eat. They also
attach to boat bottoms and pose a risk to swimmers due to
their sharp edges.

Although the quagga mussel took the runner-up slot, the
species has similar impacts and is more widespread than
the zebra mussel because it can live in colder, deeper
waters, said Ashley Elgin, a study author and research
scientist with National Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Association’s Great Lakes Environmental Research
Laboratory.

GREATIAKES'

| TOP1O MOST HARMFUL AQUATIC INVASIVES

“Here’s an
opportunity for
quagga mussels
to get more in the
spotlight because
they have very,
very widespread
ecosystem impacts
and they are more
widely distributed
throughout the
Great Lakes than
zebra mussels,”
Elgin said.

Zebra
Mussel

Quagga
Mussel

Alewife

Nonetheless, the
Sea study ranked zebra

Lamprey * mussels as more
o damaging than

' ' ! quagga mussels
because they are
commonly found
in shallow water
by the shore. This
makes them more
likely to be exposed
to contamination
and eaten by
birds, passing
contaminants up the
food chain.

apanese

Stiltgrass

Water
Chestnut

The report based
its scoring of each
species on six

..
Round
Goby

questions designed to gauge environmental impact, and six
for socio-economic factors.

Small fish called alewives earned the number three spot
due to their success in the lakes at the expense of native
species. They threaten the predator-prey dynamic of

the delicate ecosystem and contain an elevated level of
thiaminase, an enzyme that can cause a fatal thiamine
deficiency in species that eat them, the researchers
reported.

The fish spread throughout the Great Lakes via shipping
canals in the 1870s, eating the larvae of native fish. Their
populations exploded because there weren’t enough large
predator fish to keep them in check, the study said.

That lack of predator fish could be partly attributed to the
species ranked fourth on the list, the sea lamprey, which
arrived in the region in the 1830s through canals. These
eel-like fish latch onto large, predatory native species and
suck their blood, sometimes fatally. The lamprey ranked
slightly lower than alewives because they are not known

to significantly compete with native species for resources,
according to the study. Grass carp was 6th, round goby 9th,
and white perch 10th.

The top ten list also consists of three plant species,
including Japanese stiltgrass 5th, water chestnut 7th and
common reed 8th.

SONS Pres. Jerry Skrypzak holds
onto a plastic alligator
(Also nonnative) on display
at a Port Authority event



REMINDER-

MANDATORY LIFE JACKETSREQUIRED

November 1 through April 30
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Beginning in 2012, the following regulation was established:

a person shall wear a Coast Guard approved personal flotation

PELICANS OVER LAKE ERIE!

device (PFD or life jacket) during the cold weather months from

November 1st through April 30th while underway or at anchor on
boats less than 16 feet in length or any canoe or kayak.

Rick Makowski submitted this photo
of three pelicans flying near his boat
while out fishing on Lake Erie.

LAKE STURGEON RELEASED INTO CUYAHOGA RIVER

by: Danielle Langenfeld
Posted: Oct 4, 2024 / 05:08 AM EDT

(WJW TV) — Dozens of fish with transmitters implanted
into them were released into the Cuyahoga River on
Wednesday.

The Ohio Division of Wildlife said in a post on Facebook that
the placement of 60 juvenile lake sturgeon into the river is
part of a pilot project for a larger goal of reintroducing the
endangered fish into the waterway.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources explains that
the fish, which can grow up to 8 feet long and weigh over
300 pounds, were historically very abundant in some Ohio
waterways like the Ohio River and Lake Erie, however,
their numbers have declined likely because more dams
now prevent them from reaching spawning grounds in
much smaller streams.

Wildlife experts said the pilot project will help evaluate
their movement and survival of the fish, which will help
determine release locations next year.

“The decision to begin reintroduction represents the

culmination of many efforts and is a monumental milestone
in the recovery of the Cuyahoga River,” said the Ohio
Division of Wildlife in their post on Facebook.

Sturgeon catch on Lake Erie 1898
Boy on left is Bob Wellington’s grandfather,
Ernest Wellington. Man with hat and suspenderes on left

is Torrie Wellington, Bob Wellington’s great grandfather.

Note: This type of transmitter being used are similar to the
transmitters placed into walleye by PFBC biologists a few
years ago. Lake Erie has over a 100 receivers on the lake
bottom to track fish movement.

Officials say lake sturgeon can live to be 150 years. The
largest one on record in Ohio was from Lake Erie in 1929
and weighed 216 pounds.

Historically Presque Isle Bay and adjacent PA waters was
home to thousands of lake sturgeon in the 19th and early
20th century. Commercial fishermen hated the animal
because they would tear up their nets due to the size of the
fish. Later the economic value of the sturgeon was realized
and they became targeted for their eggs and bladders
which was used to make isinglass. Fish processors would
discard the carcasses from the harvested fish on Presque
Isle in an area called “stink hole” caused by the decaying
fish.

Below are some vintage sturgeon photos | would like to
share with you.

Fred Ralph Jr. and Mary Ralph with sturgeon caught in
Pound Nets in Lake Erie off of Walnut Creek, 1960.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR SONS
NEWS LETTER BY EMAIL?

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your name, address
and note that you would like to change to the electronic version. . So far
we have about 520 members who have requested the change so far.
You can always read the current and past issues of the Bucket at our
web site, sonsoflakeerie.org.at any time.
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: Fish USA pro staff member Nolan Pyle
will talk about shallow water and shore fishing tactics
he uses for catching lake trout.

(Note: The November meeting will be on November 18,
one week early due to the beginning of deer season)

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

WHAT TO DO IF YOU CATCH A TAGGED FISH

The walleye tagging process is essential to sustaining a viable
Great Lakes walleye population. Biologists perform mild surgery
while on the water to install tracking devices into select walleyes.
Each fish is fitted with an external tag with an identification
number and a phone number to report when and where the fish
was caught and whether it was harvested or released.

PFBC fisheries biologists track fish for research purposes.
There are various ways PFBC marks fish which are part of
these research studies:

* a tag is attached to the fish, or
+ aradio transmitter is implanted, as noted by a wire antenna, or

» a code wire tag is implanted, as identified by a missing
adipose fin It is illegal to tag fish unless given a permit by
the DNR.

Should you catch a tagged fish, it is very important to report
promptly. The information provided by the angler helps PFBC
to determine fish population estimates, and harvest and
exploitation rates. Your cooperation and participation are
greatly appreciated.

If you release the fish, please do not remove the tags. One
common type of tag looks like a 2-inch piece of spaghetti and is
located near the base of the dorsal fin (i.e., the fin along the top
of the back). The tag can be of several colors. For example, it
will either be orange or yellow. Look carefully, as the tag may be
covered with algae and look like a piece of a weed. Another type
is a metal tag found on the dorsal fin of the fish. Each tag has a
unique serial number stamped on it that identifies that fish. It may
also have an address to send the tag to.

Should you catch a tagged fish, it is very important to report it
promptly. The information that fish biologists request is fairly
simple:

» The species of fish caught.

* The date the fish was caught.

* The specific location where it was caught.

* Whether it was kept or not.

» Most importantly, the tag (i.e., serial) number.

You may also include the fish’s length and weight if you
know it.

If you release the fish:
* Do not remove the tag.

* Record the information requested above and send it
in promptly to the PFBC in PA If you keep the fish:

*"'Remove the tag.

» Don’t scrape off any algae, because you may
also remove the lettering on the tag.

» Tape the tag to a card and send it in promptly to the
DCNR. Most all states use a tagging system, in many
inland lakes for various study purposes. Other species
commonly tagged include most all salmon, Lake Trout,
Steelhead, and Brown trout and in some states Black
bass.

PFBC biologists can be reached at 814-474-1515



