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WANTED: Old photographs of Erie’s Waterfront-Ships, Boats,
Buildings, Fishing and Fishermen, Railroads, etc.  Call Jerry at 814-452-
6291.  I would like to borrow and scan them for my slide presentations.

WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR THIRTY YEARS SINCE 1981

Fishing RFishing RFishing RFishing RFishing Reeeeeporporporporport:t:t:t:t:  Steelhead fishermen are
experiencing success but they would probably rather like to
have more rain for more fish movement but the weather has
been suitable for crappie and perch fishing. The marinas are
closed and fishing around them could be productive.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday Nov. 21 General Membership meeting at the
Polish Falcons Club

Monday Dec. 19 General Membership meeting at the
Polish Falcons Club

NOTE!!! THE S.O.N.S. NOVEMBER
AND DECEMBER GENERAL

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS WILL
BE HELD ONE WEEK EARLY

The November General Membership meeting will be moved to
Monday, November 21 because the first day of deer season
falls on the fourth Monday, which is our regular meeting night.
This will enable many of our members to enjoy the hunt. In
December, our meeting will be held on Monday, December
19th so as not to conflict with the day after Christmas and the
holiday festivities.

SOMMERHEIM ACCESS ROAD
IS CLOSED to access due to construction during the upgrade
of the Water Authority’s facility. It will most likely be closed
during our ice fishing season.

NOMINATIONS
FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS will be taken
at our General Membership meeting on Monday, November
21st. The positions of president, vice president, secretary,
treasurer as well as four directors will open for nomination. If
you are seeking nomination to any of these positions you
must be present at this meeting. If you cannot attend you
must submit a letter that indicates that you will accept a
nomination to any of these positions prior to the meeting.

TROUT AND SALMON
Regulations changed on September 6th, 2011 for Lake Erie
and its tributaries. Minimum size is now 15 inches, with a
creel limit of 3 (combined species)

GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES
STUDY FISHERY
The Regional Science Consortium held its Annual Research Symposium
at the TREC on November 3 & 4. The purpose of the Symposium is to
provide a venue to present all types of scientific research. The S.O.N.S.
were invited to participate as an exhibitor. While at the event we were
afforded the opportunity to hear the presentations of over 35 graduate
degree candidates.

Each presenter was afforded only 15 minutes to present his or her
thesis. We were amazed to hear how many of these researchers were
involved in experiments that were directly related to Erie, Lake Erie and
our environment.

One of the research projects was performed at Erie Bluffs State Park. The
research was focused on restoring black oak trees and the removal of
invasive plants. Another project by Marti Marz from PA Sea Grant was to
restore and repopulate endangered plant species on Presque Isle. Carla
Kaczmarek, also from PA Sea Grant, discussed her Lake Sturgeon research,
which included an attempt to catch sturgeon in Lake Erie with the use of
long setlines equipped with numerous hooks in order to collect DNA
samples. No sturgeon were caught. The project also includes the use of
side scan sonar to evaluate potential sturgeon habitat. There were other
presentations regarding the use of buoys to monitor water quality. Other
studies included E coli monitoring on Presque Isle beaches.

Jim Grazio from PA DEP has been studying lake trout spawning habitat
near Presque Isle using under water videography. Lake trout are stocked
into Lake Erie and do not appear to be reproducing. This may be caused by
the fact that the trout are consuming rainbow smelt and alewives. The flesh
of these forage fish contain thiaminaze a known inhibitor of reproduction.
Rainbow smelt and alewives are invasive species to Lake Erie.  The study
hopes to find habitat that is suitable for spawning. Round goby studies
were conducted to identify diet and digestive habits.  Another new goby,
the tubenose goby was found living in the Bay.

Other research projects included invasive species and climate change.
The presenter predicts that by 2099 our climate may be similar to that of
North Carolina. Lake temperatures could support many invasive species of
fish that could not survive in today’s climate and our current native species
could disappear. There were other presentations that include deer, birds,
algae, Dakota Badlands, Louisiana Bayous and Africa.

It is comforting to know that these gifted young scientists are conducting
research that will protect our fishery.



J O I N   A   F R I E N D   T O D A Y !
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA  16508

 Renew   New

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2011
Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip________________

Phone _________________________________ Date _______________________________

$5.00 ADULT        $4.00 SR. CITIZEN (over 65)        $3.00 JR. (under 16)

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MONDAY, NOV. 21, 2011  7:30 P.M.
THE POLISH FALCON’S CLUB
431 East 3rd Street, Erie, PA
Note: David A. Skellie, Coastal Land Use & Economic Specialist,
Pennsylvania Sea Grant Program will speak about PFBC’s Erie
Access Improvement Program.

PFBC FORMS LAKE ERIE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
On November 1, PFBC’s Executive Director, John Arway held a meeting at the T.R.E.C.
Center  with the representatives of six organizations that represent fishing and boating
interests on Lake Erie. These stakeholder reps are part of a Lake Erie Advisory Committee
(LEAC) whose purpose is to advise the PFBC on the use of revenues raised by the sale of
the Lake Erie Stamp. The funds must be used only for angler and boater access and
habitat improvement on Lake Erie and its tributaries.

The LEAC members include representatives from the S.O.N.S., the PA Steelhead
Association, the Erie Pennsylvania Sport Fishing Association, the PFBC Co-Operative
Nursery Program, Erie County Planning Commission and Unaffiliated Anglers. The members
will meet at least once a year. During the year the committee members were given the
task of meeting with the members of their individual groups to identify potential projects for
the improvement of the Lake Erie fishery.

S.O.N.S. director Ken Plonski has volunteered to represent us on the LEAC. If you
have any ideas regarding improving the fishery please contact Ken to share your
thoughts.

The Lake Erie Advisory Committee at their first meeting on Nov. 1, 2011

PFBC SEEKS PROPERTY EASEMENTS
Private landowners in Erie who own stream frontage on Four Mile, Conneaut, Crooked,
Elk, Walnut and Twenty Mile creeks were invited to attend a public meeting to explain the
benefits of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s (PFBC) public fishing access
and conservation easement programs.

The meeting was held on November 1 at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center. It was
hosted by the PFBC and PA Sea Grant.

”Acquiring public access easements is part of the agency’s strategy to improve public
fishing areas and ensure that the public has access to these opportunities,” said Jackie
Kramer, the statewide fishing and boating access coordinator for the PFBC Bureau of
Boating and Access. “Private landowners interested in providing public access for anglers
and learning how this easement purchase program operates are encouraged to attend.”

A public fishing easement is a voluntary and permanent legal contract between the
landowner and the Fish and Boat Commission. The easement typically provides a 35-foot
corridor along a stream bank that allows the public to wade in or walk along the stream
bank for the purpose of fishing. The landowner continues to own and control the land.
Note: Dave Skellie from PA Sea Grant will talk about the program at our
November meeting

2012 MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE MATERIALS

MAILED
You should have received your
S.O.N.S. 2012 membership drive
materials by now. If you have not,
please call 814-453-2270 or e-mail
sonslakeri@aol.com and they will be
mailed to you. Included in the packet
are two membership applications
and 5 raffle tickets for a drawing
to be held at our January General
Membership meeting. The raffle helps
to offset our printing and mailing costs
of the membership drive.  Our goal
is to exceed our 2011 roster of 2056
members.  Please rejoin yourself and
pass the other application to a friend
or relative. Our membership defines
who we are and we need you to keep
the S.O.N.S. alive.

OUTDOOR WRITER
ADVOCATES ERIE

COUNTY AS
FISHING CAPITAL

“Maybe it’s time for the State Legislature to
proclaim Erie County the fishing capital of
Pennsylvania” Mike Bleech wrote in an article
that appeared in the Sunday Nov. 6th issue of
the Erie Times News. He’s right. We were once
called the Freshwater Fishing Capital of the
World. Why not now?

FAST FACT
(from GLSFC August Newsletter)

•  Lake Erie is the eleventh largest
freshwater lake in the world and
fourth largest among the five Great
Lakes. Its average depth is 62 feet and
its greatest measured depth is 210
feet. The lake stretches for 241 miles
between Detroit and Buffalo. Lake
Erie is the warmest of the Great Lakes
and supports one of the best fresh-
water sport fisheries in the world.
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Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3676

AMERICAN
DRAIN

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
All Plumbing Repairs

Senior Discount
1554 Robinson Rd. • Erie, PA 16509

835-8442

www.lakeshoretowing.com

(814) 453-6387
VHF CH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA  16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

ONLY $60 PER SEASON FOR S.O.N.S. MEMBERS

• Specializing in Automotive Repair •
• Tune ups and Carburetor Service •

• Fuel Injection Cleaning • Dayton Tires •
• Towing Service • PA State Inspection •

PENINSULA STORE
317 Peninsula Dr.
ERIE, PA  16505
(814) 838-2850

TROUT RUN STORE
7490 W. Lake Rd.

FAIRVIEW, PA  16415
(814) 474-3992

SOUTH ERIE BEER
3102 CHERRY STREET
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA

453-4302
KEGS & TAPS

ICE • POP • CHIPS

North East Marine
Services, Inc.

DOCKAGE - STORAGE
TACKLE - BAIT - ICE
SERVICE - GASOLINE
FISHING LICENSES
BOAT SALES

North East Marina
11950 East Lake Road
North East, Pa. 16428

(814) 725-8244
Fax (814) 725-2957

DRAFT WAGON PERFECT FOR
Graduations • Stags • Weddings

Just 500 feet N of I-90 (Exit 18)
Full Hookups • Pull-Thru Sites

30 & 50 AMP Service • Modern Restrooms
Laundry Facilities

Cabins • Store • Rec Room

LAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEW
Restaurant & Lounge

1400 East Lake Road
Erie, Pennsylvania
Phone 459-0744

Friday & Saturday,
all-you-can-eat fish dinner -- $6.95

POLISH FOOD • SEAFOOD • STEAKS

6136 Cherry Street Ext.
Phone 866-6719

WOLVERINE PARK MARINA
& SHIP’S STORE

• TRANSIENT DOCKAGE
• BOATING SUPPLIES
• NAUTICAL CHARTS

• BOOKS AND GIFT ITEMS

34 STATE ST - ERIE - PA - 16507
(814) 874-0698

PRESQUE ISLE
MARINA FUEL SERVICE

814-833-8981
GAS, DIESEL,

BOATING SUPPLIES,
ICE, SNACKS

PARTY
BOAT
FISHING
ABOARD

$30 Adults • $25 Seniors • $20 Kids
$3 OFF WITH THIS COUPON

All bait is included
details: 814/881-7611

www.EdwardJohnPerchFishing.com

Patrick Manning
OWNER

12-5 Sunday

Presque Isle Angler
Bait & Tackle

NOW TWO LOCATIONS
DOCKSIDE -- 34 State Street
LAKESIDE -- Foot of East Ave.

(814) 746-2920

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN

CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

Justin Mattson, owner
AERATION • FERTILIZING • WEED CONTROL

(814) 882-2487
ecoturflawncare@aol.com

Making your lawn safer for
children, pets and the environment

Erie’s New Perch Fishing Head Boat
“The O’Danny O”

Tiny Tim’s Perch Fishing
Captain Tim Sedney

2 State Street
Erie, PA 16507

Call 814-450-3571 for more info
On line at http://Tinytimfishing.com

BONDED
CERTIFIED

Mark Cole Leone
Certified Locksmith Cell (814) 528-2318

PRESQUE ISLE PASSAGE
CAMPGROUND



KEY WEST
BOATS

ULTRACRAFT
FISHING
BOATS

MISTY
HARBOR

PONTOON
BOATS
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1540 West 26th St.
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 459-0666

JOHN FRIES
AUTO SALES, INC.
3027 WEST 12th ST • ERIE, PA 16505-3892

(814) 833-7749
USED CARS & TRUCKS

John Fries     Paul Fries     Bill Goodwill
John (Scotty) Szkotnicki
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EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy • Sell • Trade

211 Mill Street • Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 • (814) 734-4927

www.edinborooutdoors.com
Monday, Friday, 9 - 8 • Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, 9 - 6 • Saturday, 9 - 5

Ken
Chernicky

Jim
Buschak
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814/825-3456

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE

IN PA
Gary & Dottie

Heubel
OWNERS

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415

814-474-5623

814/833-3233
www.thomasleeprinting.com
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Presque Isle Auto
Paint & Collision

1500 West 12th Street
Erie, PA 16501

Jeffrey Howell
Owner

1150 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16507

Phone or Fax: 455-3474
Cell: 566-3474

We will clean your fish,
smoke your fish

(Wholesale & Retail)

Tohatsu Outboard
Finncraft

Lake Erie Custom Charters

The ultimate Lake Erie experience...
Welcome aboard!


