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WANTED: Old photographs of Erie’s Waterfront-Ships, Boats,
Buildings, Fishing and Fishermen, Railroads, etc.  Call Jerry at 814-452-
6291.  I would like to borrow and scan them for my slide presentations.

WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR THIRTY YEARS SINCE 1981

Fishing RFishing RFishing RFishing RFishing Reeeeeporporporporport:t:t:t:t:  Walleye fishing is on the decline
as the fish move out of their usual locations on their way back
to the Western Basin of Lake Erie. Perch fishing has been
good when wind and wave conditions cooperate.

September 27th
General Meeting

program
will be a highlight of our
Summer’s activities. Dave
Frew and Jerry Skrypzak will
be on hand to sign copies
of their book “Fortune and
Fury” which will be offered
for sale at the meeting.

COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN CHARGED
FOR ILLEGAL USE OF GILL NETS
On Monday, September 12, 2011, District Justice Sue Mack heard
testimony at a preliminary hearing that was held in the Erie County
Courthouse regarding charges that were filed against the owners of
Erie’s last commercial fishing operation, Jerry and Aaron Mathers doing
business as the “Last Fisherman”.

PFBC’s Waterways Conservation Officers filed these charges against the
fishermen in August for the illegal use of gill nets and other related offenses.
The arrest followed an investigation that was begun by WCO’s last May.

Gill nets were outlawed for use in commercial fishing in 1996. The funds
were raised by the sale of the Lake Erie Stamp to sport fishermen to
compensate the commercial fisherman for the loss of their ability to fish
with gill nets. Except for Jerry Mathers all of the other licensed commercial
fishermen chose to go out of business. Jerry Mathers chose to continue
fishing using trap nets.

Testimony at the hearing revealed that the fishermen had incorporated gill
nets into their trap net operation by using them as leads into the trap. Fish
were being illegally caught in the gill net leads. District Justice Mack bound
the charges over to court where they could be heard in a trial by jury.

It would be a shame if our last commercial fishing operation would cease
to exist. Perch and Walleye dinners could disappear from the menus of
our local restaurants. Our non-fishing public as well as tourists would miss
their perch dinners.

PA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION
TO HOLD MEETING IN ERIE
Reprinted from the August Bucket

Reminder: The quarterly meeting of the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission will be held on Monday and Tuesday,
September 26-27, 2011, at the Sheraton Erie Bayfront Hotel
located at 55 West Bay Drive, Erie, PA 16507.  Commission
committees will meet on September 26 beginning at or about
10:00 a.m. and on September 27 beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Various PFBC committee meetings will be held on Monday
and Tuesday with the general commission meeting beginning
at 11:45 AM on Tuesday. All of the committee meetings and
the general meeting are open to the public. The executive
sessions are not.

One Cup Beer
One Cup Flour

One Egg
One teaspoon Baking Powder

One teaspoon Salt
One teaspoon Corn Starch

One Teaspoon Paprika (or Cajun Seasoning)
Mix until blended well.

Coat Fish by dipping and deep-fry in oil at 375 deg.

(Note: The September General Membership
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September
27th instead of Monday because the PA Fish
and Boat Commission will be meeting in Erie
on Sept 26 & 27. See Story Below.)

TIMES NEWS SUPPLEMENT TO
BE PUBLISHED IN OCTOBER
Originally planned for September publication, the Erie Times
News is preparing a supplemental to their newspaper that will
feature the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie. The special supplemental
is being published in honor of our thirtieth anniversary. It will
highlight our history, our accomplishments and our goals.
Watch for it in your paper during October.



J O I N   A   F R I E N D   T O D A Y !
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA  16508

 Renew   New

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2011
Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip________________

Phone _________________________________ Date _______________________________

$5.00 ADULT        $4.00 SR. CITIZEN (over 65)        $3.00 JR. (under 16)

The S.O.N.S. hosted our annual
public outreach fish fry on
Wednesday, September 7th at
our hatchery at the foot of
Chestnut Street in the Erie
Waterworks parking lot. The fish
fry has taken place annually for
over 29 years. The purpose of the
event is to acquaint public
officials, agency staff, and
S.O.N.S. partners with our club
and the work that we do.

105 guests were in attendance
despite high winds and a threat
of rain. Our staff of volunteers
included event chairman, Bob
Zawadzki, Jack Klapthor, Rich
Smith, Larry Lipinski, Mike
Felege, Ray Halt, Ed  Kissell,
Ralph Corvaglia, Cas Haraburda,
Frank Kuzma, Paul Holtz, Don
Tombaugh, Jim Mattson, Bill
Brown, Bill Henderson, Stan
Kalecky, Terry Pfeffer, Gerry
Vollentine, Ron Bolash, Bob
Gibbs and Charlene Markiewicz.
The crew cooked over 70 pounds
of walleye filets, which brought
nothing but praise from those who
enjoyed tasting them. The menu
also included baked beans,
potato salad, macaroni salad and
pasta salad.

Thanks to  Jack Klapthor, Frank
Kuzma and Larry Lipinski our
ranks grew by 66 members by
their efforts to sell memberships
to our guests. Our membership
is now close to 2100 members.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday September 24th
10 to 2 PM National Fishing and
Hunting Day at the Tom Ridge
Environmental Center
Monday, September 26 and
Tuesday, September 27 PFBC
Meeting at the Sheraton Hotel
Tuesday September 27th 7:30 PM
General Membership Meeting at
the Polish Falcon’s Club

S.O.N.S. HELD ANNUAL FISH FRY

Shown here are two photos submitted
by former commercial fisherman, Fred
Ralph, with three turtles weighing a
total of 85 pounds that he caught on
July 11th along with his cousin, Bill Ralph
at Lake Pleasant. The picture on the
right is of a 30-pound turtle that escaped
from a barrel where it was kept after
Fred and Bill captured it. There was no
mention of a reward for its recapture.
Turtle soup, anyone?

WANTED FOR ESCAPE

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPT. 27, 2011  7:30 P.M.
THE POLISH FALCON’S CLUB
431 East 3rd Street, Erie, PA
Note: The September General Meeting will be held on Tuesday
due to PA Fish & Boat Commission meeting -- see left column
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Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3676

AMERICAN
DRAIN

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
All Plumbing Repairs

Senior Discount
1554 Robinson Rd. • Erie, PA 16509

835-8442

www.lakeshoretowing.com

(814) 453-6387
VHF CH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA  16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

ONLY $60 PER SEASON FOR S.O.N.S. MEMBERS

• Specializing in Automotive Repair •
• Tune ups and Carburetor Service •

• Fuel Injection Cleaning • Dayton Tires •
• Towing Service • PA State Inspection •

PENINSULA STORE
317 Peninsula Dr.
ERIE, PA  16505
(814) 838-2850

TROUT RUN STORE
7490 W. Lake Rd.

FAIRVIEW, PA  16415
(814) 474-3992

SOUTH ERIE BEER
3102 CHERRY STREET
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA

453-4302
KEGS & TAPS

ICE • POP • CHIPS

North East Marine
Services, Inc.

DOCKAGE - STORAGE
TACKLE - BAIT - ICE
SERVICE - GASOLINE
FISHING LICENSES
BOAT SALES

North East Marina
11950 East Lake Road
North East, Pa. 16428

(814) 725-8244
Fax (814) 725-2957

DRAFT WAGON PERFECT FOR
Graduations • Stags • Weddings

Just 500 feet N of I-90 (Exit 18)
Full Hookups • Pull-Thru Sites

30 & 50 AMP Service • Modern Restrooms
Laundry Facilities

Cabins • Store • Rec Room

LAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEWLAKEVIEW
Restaurant & Lounge

1400 East Lake Road
Erie, Pennsylvania
Phone 459-0744

Friday & Saturday,
all-you-can-eat fish dinner -- $6.95

POLISH FOOD • SEAFOOD • STEAKS

6136 Cherry Street Ext.
Phone 866-6719

WOLVERINE PARK MARINA
& SHIP’S STORE

• TRANSIENT DOCKAGE
• BOATING SUPPLIES
• NAUTICAL CHARTS

• BOOKS AND GIFT ITEMS

34 STATE ST - ERIE - PA - 16507
(814) 874-0698

PRESQUE ISLE
MARINA FUEL SERVICE

814-833-8981
GAS, DIESEL,

BOATING SUPPLIES,
ICE, SNACKS

PARTY
BOAT
FISHING
ABOARD

$30 Adults • $25 Seniors • $20 Kids
$3 OFF WITH THIS COUPON

All bait is included
details: 814/881-7611

www.EdwardJohnPerchFishing.com

Patrick Manning
OWNER

12-5 Sunday

Presque Isle Angler
Bait & Tackle

NOW TWO LOCATIONS
DOCKSIDE -- 34 State Street
LAKESIDE -- Foot of East Ave.

(814) 746-2920

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN

CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

Justin Mattson, owner
AERATION • FERTILIZING • WEED CONTROL

(814) 882-2487
ecoturflawncare@aol.com

Making your lawn safer for
children, pets and the environment

Erie’s New Perch Fishing Head Boat
“The O’Danny O”

Tiny Tim’s Perch Fishing
Captain Tim Sedney

2 State Street
Erie, PA 16507

Call 814-450-3571 for more info
On line at http://Tinytimfishing.com

BONDED
CERTIFIED

Mark Cole Leone
Certified Locksmith Cell (814) 528-2318

PRESQUE ISLE PASSAGE
CAMPGROUND



KEY WEST
BOATS

ULTRACRAFT
FISHING
BOATS

MISTY
HARBOR

PONTOON
BOATS
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1540 West 26th St.
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 459-0666

JOHN FRIES
AUTO SALES, INC.
3027 WEST 12th ST • ERIE, PA 16505-3892

(814) 833-7749
USED CARS & TRUCKS

John Fries     Paul Fries     Bill Goodwill
John (Scotty) Szkotnicki
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EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy • Sell • Trade

211 Mill Street • Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 • (814) 734-4927

www.edinborooutdoors.com
Monday, Friday, 9 - 8 • Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, 9 - 6 • Saturday, 9 - 5

Ken
Chernicky

Jim
Buschak
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814/825-3456

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE

IN PA
Gary & Dottie

Heubel
OWNERS

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415

814-474-5623

814/833-3233
www.thomasleeprinting.com
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Presque Isle Auto
Paint & Collision

1500 West 12th Street
Erie, PA 16501

Jeffrey Howell
Owner

1150 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16507

Phone or Fax: 455-3474
Cell: 566-3474

We will clean your fish,
smoke your fish

(Wholesale & Retail)

Tohatsu Outboard
Finncraft

Lake Erie Custom Charters

The ultimate Lake Erie experience...
Welcome aboard!


