Please support
our sponsors as they
support us!
Good Fishing!
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AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-566-6933

¢FishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

On\lne fishing information
or the Erie, PA area
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE
RYAN BIZZARRO

* ok ok

1101 PENINSULA DRIVER OO

STE. 213 | ERIE, PA 16505)
98 (814) 835-2880)

WWW.PAHOUSE.COM/BIZZARRO
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8600 Route 98
Girard, PA 16417
814-474-5730
follysend@velocity.net

Karen & Jim Phillips
owners

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods @

Buy ¢ Sell *« Trade

301 Mill Street « Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 « (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVFE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

GORENFLO'S CO.

FOR ALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN DONOVAN

OWNER
A Tues-Fri 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon

1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Beals-McMahon
Fainting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

454-3670

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-3126
814-474-2492

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Six Affiliated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fax 814/453-3149

scottfuneralhome@verizon.net

www.burtonfuneralhomes.com

OUTDOORSMEN

vw.lakeshoretowing.com

ORE (814) 453-6387

ING VHFCH 16

34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

OUR BBQ STARTS WITH LOVING
PEOPLE OVER PROFITS
Quality BBQ at an affordable price
BRISKET | RIBS | PULLED PORK
TURKEY | SAUSAGE | CHICKEN

Open 6 Days a Week from
11a - 6p or when sold out
Closed Tuesdays

3802 ELMWOOD AVE | ERIE, PA 16509

© BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ¢

RESQUE 15

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/Erie, PA 16506 ||
Ph: 814.835:4500

Fx: 814.835.4501

email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

QUEISLE

Tim Parker

3148338272

| Perch Pirate |
814-746-5809

| _get S3 off with this counon |

John Krasa, owner
| web site: www.tellnotalescharters1.com
email. captain@tellnotalescharters1 .comJ

[

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your JimSieneI
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W, 15th Sireet
Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization ¢ Inside Storage + Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

RINK's

Auto
Service

710 W. 29th St.
Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
€3 Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-EriePA-16507
8148740698

Frxendltﬁst
Place In
Town

'OSE

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility
814-899-8113

J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.
1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

8334 EDINBORO ROAD + ERIE, PA 16509 + (814) 476-7410
www.jjwurst.com + PA 005645

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate
jshimek@smbserie.com

814-616-4166
S.0.N.S. Member since 2009

BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE
IN PA
Brittany
Heubel

LG
BAT, BOAT STORAGE gy gy, it swae FSHNG TACKLE.

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

West End Hardware, LLC
%,\l% 1912 Liberty Street
3,,/ @ Erie, PA 16502
Y
& & ;
Comglela line of fostoners SIART RIGHT,START it
Jeff Earll, Jr.

Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

BUSCH

BEER

Fandieragted in
Pennsyloania

[=] A3 =
[=]y=
Learn more at
realnutz.com

RcAL

REAL SMOOTH

NUTZ

HAND CRAFTED

VODKA

50% ALC/VOL 1 LITER (100 PROOF)

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
838-2887

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 * Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHE LAKE o

wistvries
1204 Freedom Rd.

P.0. Box 5002

Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Fishing for Thos;

LINE-

PROTECTIVE COATINGS

ERIE 835-0549

RV oML

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCAPING

814-824-4047

)

Jenny Tompkins, PennFuture
Campaign Manager, is
working on behalf of clean
water in the Lake Erie
Watershed.

PennFuture

Visit pennfuture.org/erie for more information.

PATRICK J HARKINS

House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

o £ 202 Irvis Office Bulldmg
ox 202001
- risburg, PA 17120-2001
(717;757 7406 Fax: (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

ELK CREEK SPORTS

EVERYTHING FOR
FISHERMEN
HUNTERS » ARCHERS

10543 OLD LAKE ROAD
LAKE CITY, PA 16423
(814) 774-8755
Now under the management of
Bill & Lisa Noble and Keith Ashbaugh

PETER S. HOWARD

CAI,AARE, S/CRPA
Realtor - Appraiser - Auctioneer
Office (716) 769-7300

Fox (716) 769-7341
Cell (716) 499-7447
Toll Free 1(888) 876-4999
A1l Types Of Insurance
Auctions mon B
10438 Main St, #1 Alexander ley Square
PO Box 496, Fmdley Lake, NY 14736 0496
findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www findleylake-property.com

HOWARD
& Associates

Real Estate
Appraisals

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE « INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN ® MARINE  MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

% Dockage & Winter Storage
& Marine Mechanic
Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Overlooking Elk Creek
Girard, Pa
World Class
Steelhead Fishing
Great Vacation Spot

A9 (314) 434-3620

www.elkcreekcabin.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

.coQ

Capt. Becky
(S'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

ERM &R,
@Wca@tv@w W@

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

R ///f/ Mivsie Roao %
12th Street Beer LLC

SrRIseIzLD, 24
2756 W. 12th St.
Erie, PA
814-833-7904

&nsr

Pipe Cutting » Lamps, Shades & Repairs =

Perennial Green
) Lewn Care ’

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com
Call Today!
(814)734-6056

Propane « Paint & Supplies » Screen & Storm Window Repairs  Keys

KRAUS "%

810 Parade Street, Erie, PA
CHASBABIA]
www.krausdeptstore.com

HOURS:
IMon*=Fri¥8: SatN9=1)

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies + Sharpening Service « U.S. Post Office

Qgﬂzwm
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY

2670 W 11th St, Erie, PA 16505 - (814) 835-1000
CREATIVEIMPRINTSYSTEMS.COM

[ Hardware

East End Angler Bait & Tackle
814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or

Visit our Website - eastendangler.net

for fishing reports, weather and pictures

Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3901 Liberty Street

I
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know more about us“

pasteelhead.com

info@pasteelhead.com

Stzelhead

L Association

PA [6505
1501 Penrnsula DI‘IIIE . Ene,
814-833-FUNT * wwwa!ekspnwerspnrts .com
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FISHING REPORT

There have been some reports
of perch being caught and lots
of success catching walleye

still being reported. Shown
above is an an example of the
nice catch of 15 yellow perch
that SONS Seceretary Don
Tombaugh caught in the first
week of September.

WELCOME TO
OUR NEW
“BUCKET”

SPONSORS

Since the first publication of
our newsletter “The Bucket”
we have solicited sponsors to
support its printing and mailing
costs. Many of them have been
sponsors for over forty years
since the firstissue. The price of
the sponsorship is a mere $60
per year. The list of sponsors is
included with each publication
of the over 2000 newsletters
that are mailed out or emailed.
We would like to welcome five
of our new sponsors which
include: 12th St. Beer Co.
LLC, Real Nutz Vodka, Folly’s
End Campground and Fly
Shop, Creative Imprints Co,
Fishermen’s Haven and Elk
Creek Sports. Read through
the list of our sponsors and take
advantage of their services and
purchase their products.

S.0.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)
sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

FISH USA TO SPONSOR
STEELHEAD SEMINAR

On Saturday October 7th from 12-4 Fish USA will be hosting its
“Chrome Fest 2023” steelhead seminar at its warehouse location
at 6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA. It is free and open to the
public experts like Fish USA pro staff member Roger Hinchcliff,
Female Steelhead Guide Ari Capotis and Jack Bar Erie tributary
guide. Free food and drinks will be served

WATCH OUT FOR THESE GUYS

As autumn moves closer many of us will be heading into the woods
for hunting, stream fishing and hiking. These activities expose us
to the possibility of deer tick bites but there are many things one
can do to avoid a bite and catching Lyme disease which they carry.
They include the following:

* Wear light-colored clothing with a tight weave to spot ticks easily.
¢ Wear enclosed shoes, long pants, and a long-sleeved shirt.

* Tuck pant legs into socks or boots
and shirt into pants.

¢ Check clothes and any exposed skin
frequently for ticks while outdoors.

\ ¢ Consider using insect repellent.
Ixodes scapularis, dorsal

female aka deer tick * Stay on cleared, well-traveled trails.

Another bug to watch out for is the spotted lantern fly which
although not dangerous to humans but threaten our environment
by damaging our crops especially vineyards. Two were recently
spotted in Erie County and we have been asked to be on the
lookout and kill them on sight.

The spotted Ilanternfly, an invasive
pest, could cause economic impacts if
allowed to spread. It has been found in
southeast Pennsylvania and threatens
nearby states. Lumber, grapes, and
hops industries are particularly at risk
because spotted lanternfly likes to feed on these plants. This pest
spreads easily by hitchhiking on vehicles or laying its eggs on
most any flat surface — like the sides of box cars, propane tanks,
and equipment stored outside.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Let us know if you can
help out by emailing
sonslakeri@aol.com

or text 814-882-7296.

Thursday Sept 21
9:00 AM Meet at the
Presque Isle cook
house Veteran’s fishing
outing aboard the
JoAnn M Volunteers
needed

Saturday Sept 23rd
1-3PM EastWaterworks
pond Cub Scout Pack
17 fishing volunteers
needed

Saturday Sept 30th
10-12 East
Waterworks pond
Grover Cleveland
School fishing
volunteers needed

Saturday Sept 30th
2-6 PM PA Steelhead
Association’s Fall
Run Banquet at
Pleasant Ridge Park
go to pasteelhead.com
for more info and to
purchase tickets.

Saturday Oct 7 12-4
Fish USA 6960 West
Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA
Chrome Fest Steelhead
seminar public welcome.

Saturday Oct 21st
10-5 Folly’s End
Campground Steelhead
Kickoff Party

Thursday Oct 26th
9:00 AM Niagara
Boat Launch PISP fish
habitat assembly and
deployment volunteers
needed




SONS 2023
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

You can get one at any of our meetings.
If you would like one mailed to you, send
$3.00 to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO
Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover mailing costs.

JOIN A

FRIEND TODAY!

MAIL TO: S.0O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2023
=_ Name
14 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKEfER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [0 $5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)

[ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

AVONIA BEACH GETS A FACE LIFT

Avon Beach is shown lined with caution tap and occupied by heavy excavation equipment
ready to proceed with a $95,000 shore stabilization project which is being funded by
a Lake Erie Access grant. The work will be completed in time for the steelhead run.

PRESQUE ISLE
MARINA DOCKS
TO BE REPLACED

Beginning September 27th
the boat docks at the Presque
Isle Marina will be removed
and replaced with new ones.
The construction area will be
closed and no fishing will be
allowed in the construction
area during the construction
period.

SONS PARTNER APPRECIATION FISH FRY WAS A HUGE SUCCESS

For over 40 years now the SONS of
Lake Erie has held a fish fry for all of
our partners. Our partners list includes
our local, state and federal legislators,
public officials, members of entities,
agencies and commissions such as
the DEP, DCNR, CZM, PFBC, EWPPA,
PA Sea Grant, Regional Science
Consortium etc. all who which we have
worked with us throughout the years
to promote public accessibility, protect
our fishery and promote the interests
of the fishing community and our club
members.

This year the fish fry was held on
Wednesday September 6, 2023 at the
picnic facility located at the Bay Harbor
East Marina. The facility is one of the
finest on our bay front but in spite of
this, the event requires quite a bit of
logistical effort and pre planning. We set
up tents, bring in extra tables, chairs,
cooking tools, coolers, deep fryers,
pans, bowls, paper plates, utensils, ice,
table cloth and more. Most of the above
was brought in the day before ready to
set up and organize.

Over thirty SONS volunteers joined in
to help set up starting at 8:30 AM. The
group split into teams each led by one
or more of our dedicated directors who
set up the tents, covered the tables,
set up the frying station, the sign in

tables serving tables and the kitchen.
A group of about 10 volunteers brought
in cutting boards and filet knives to trim
the over 100 pounds of walleye fillets.
They carefully inspected each removing
bones and less desirable portions of the
fillet and then cut them into sandwich
size pieces. This process took nearly
two hours.

Bob Zawadzki who has planned these
fish fry’s for over forty year arrived
with the trays of salads, coleslaw and
beans at 10:45. The kitchen crew led
by Mary Runser with the help of Sandy
Brown and Mary Kissell prepared them
for serving. The beer batter which was
pre mixed dry by former SONS Pres.
Ralph Corvaglia was finished by mixing
in the beer and eggs by former VP Bill
Brown The fryer crew and runners led
by Chuck Mller, consisted of Ralph
Friend, John Krupinski, John Kovach,
Joe Springer. Keith Cauvel, Mike
Kabasinski and Mike Felege started
battering and frying the filets. The
serving team included Larry Lipinski,
Ken Mims, Ray Halt, Bert Camp and
Rich Cass. The guests started arriving
about 11:00 AM but by then everything
was up and running to serve them.
Rich Brine, Don Tombaugh and Tom
Pruzenski signed in the guests who
were met and greeted by Ed Kissell and

Jerry Skrypzak and Jack Klapthor. The
welcome team helped 50 of the guests
with renewing their memberships and
many of them purchased raffle tickets
while others made donations. About
110 guests came to enjoy the day.

We must point out that September 6th
was the hottest day of this year with
the thermometer reaching 91 degrees.
Thank you to all who endured the heat
to create a successful event including
those previously mentioned and Dave
Mikeska, Tom Nichols Dick Kelley, Paul
Holtz, Sue and Steve Capella and Dave
Karle who also pitched in setting up,
trimming fish, filling coolers, cleaning
up and tearing down. Another thank
you goes out to Heidi and Gerard and
their Bayshore Marina Crew for their
help and the use of the facility. Finally
we owe a great vote of thanks to all of
those contestants in the local summer
tournaments who donated their catch
so that we can hold our annual fish
fry at the Emmaus Soup Kitchen which
is scheduled for September 15th and
for this annual Partners Appreciation
Fish Fry.

We apologize that due to a corrupted
picture card there are not photos of the
fish fry. They would have saved a lot
of typing because a picture is worth a
thousand words.




S.0.N.S. of LAKE ERIE,
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.

PO BOX 3605 ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 16508

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

“The Bucket” published monthly
by the S.0.N.S. of Lake Erie

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR
SONS NEWS LETTER BY EMAIL?

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om, list your name,
address and note that you would like to change to the electronic
version. So far we have about 160 members who have
requested the change so far. You can always read the current
and past issues of the Bucket at our web site, sonsoflakeerie.
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SEPTEMBER 2023 org, at any time.
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

7:00 PM

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM:
TBA

SEA LAMPREYS ARE STAGING A COMEBACK

Bloodsucking Sea Lampreys are Biting Back in America’s Great Lakes: : o
A creepy, parasitic fish that thrives by sucking the blood out of its {7
hosts — earning the nickname “vampire fish” — is making a comeback
in the Great Lakes after the pandemic interrupted population control
of the species. The fish, which has a circular row of teeth, a serrated
tongue, and an eel-like shape, is called the sea lamprey.

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, sea lampreys are native to the northern and
western Atlantic Ocean but invaded the Great Lakes around the
early 19th century through the Welland Canal, which connects
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. “Within a decade, they had gained
access to all five Great Lakes, where they quickly set to work
predating on the lakes’ commercially important fishes, including trout, whitefish, perch, and
sturgeon,” the NOAA wrote. “Within a century, the trout fishery had collapsed, largely due to the
lamprey’s unchecked proliferation.” By the 1960s, sea lampreys reduced the annual commercial
catch of lake trout in the upper Great Lakes from about 15 million to half a million pounds. The
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, along with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, has been responsible for managing the population of this highly invasive
species, and the agencies have done so with considerable success. The fishery commission
touts on its website that sea lamprey populations have been reduced by 90 percent “in most
areas of the Great Lakes.” But between 2020 and 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing
travel restrictions interrupted the agencies’ ability to go out and perform some of the population
management operations. Now, fishery managers say the population of the parasitic fish has
ticked up across the Great Lakes, The Wall Street Journal reported. It's unclear how much the
population exactly increased, but according to a 2022 report from Undark Magazine, a nonprofit
science publication, crews responsible for population control were only able to treat about 25
percent of the target streams in 2020. The following year, the teams reached 75 percent of
their targets, the publication reported. Treatment can be expensive and laborious, requiring the
carefully-timed application of pesticides called lampricides to reduce the population. Controlling
the lamprey population is estimated to cost around $15 to $20 million a year.

Lampreys attacking brown trout
. - _
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A STEELHEAD
KICKOFF

PARTY
will be held Saturday
October 21 from 11AM until
5 PM under the pavilion at
Folly's End Campground
8600 Rt. 98, Girard, PA
16417. Admission is free
and open to the public. It
promises to be a fun filled
day with DJ Music, Food
Truck, Micro-Brew truck and
experts on hand to share
their fishing knowledge and
fishing opportunities there.
The experts on hand will
be Gary Kell certified fly
casting instructor and guide,
Karl  WeixImann  writer,
author and owner operator
of Fly Fish Erie, Tony
Dranzo owner operator of
Addicted Angler School, Ari
Capotis guide and owner
operator of Keystone Fly
Girl, Mark Signorino fly
casting instructor and guide
and Julie Szur fly fishing
guide. There also will be
manufacturer reps on hand.



