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FISHING 
REPORT:

The ice is gone, boat 
covers are being removed 
and fishermen are getting 
out on to the Lake and 
Bay. Posts on Facebook 
contain photos of some 
very nice catches of perch, 
walleye and crappies. Bass 
fishermen are running up 
and down the Bay in search 
of lunker bass.

PISP Crews hauling away ice rescue poles 
from the Niagara boat Launch        

Kirk Rudzinski shows off a nice Lake 
Trout he caught

Late March on Marina Docks

THE MARCH General Membership Program 
was in two parts. The first part was presented by John Schmidt, 
Program Manager for Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & 
Premiers spoke about the “100% Great Lake Fish Initiative” 
which focuses on ways to fully utilize (and divert from landfills) 
all fish commercially caught, raised in aquaculture, and/or 
processed in the region. The program will also include the fish 
waste that is collected at our three PFBC fish cleaning stations. 
So far the program is receiving great support and will help us 
to completely utilize our great natural resource.  
The second presenter was PFBC Exec. Director Tim Schaeffer, 
who spoke about a study currently being done by the Wildlife 
Management Institute which is evaluating ways in which the PA 
Fish and Boat Commission and the PA Game Commission can 
work together to achieve more efficiency. He pointed out ways to 
combine agency’s services that are provided by both. Potential 
changes include a combined hunting and fishing license and 
a unified law enforcement dispatch center. One example he 
gave was that the PFBC and Game Com. provide and maintain 
two separate boat launch ramps on the Allegheny River in 
Pittsburgh. The two ramps are only a short distance apart.
He also pointed out the PFBC’s problem maintaining a full 
staff of law enforcement officers. The officers are being lured 
to better paying jobs 1n local municipalities. Combining officers 
will allow more coverage across the state.
Pennsylvania is the only state operating with separate game 
and fish agencies. Under the study the agencies’ independent, 
non-political boards will remain separate to make resource-
based decisions.

YOU CAN BE A STEWARD 
FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT       

by picking up litter in the areas where you fish, hunt, 
and walk. For example, when fishing around the 

Bay and its public access area or Presque Isle State 
Park, if you see something, pick it up and deposit in 
nearby trash receptacles. It’s the right thing to do.    



J O I N   A   F R I E N D   T O D A Y !
MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

 Renew   New

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP	 2026
Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip________________

Phone _________________________________ Date _______________________________

 $5.00 ADULT      $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)     $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

SONS 2026 
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a smallmouth bass this year. This is in 
keeping with featuring a native species fish 
on the button. You can pick up the 2026 pin at 
anyone of our events or meetings or you can 
get one by sending $3.00 to SONS of Lake 
Erie, 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

Typically the First Day of Trout Season 
brings with it the beginning of our club’s 
outdoor activities.  On Saturday April 4th, 
twenty two SONS volunteers again joined 
with staff from Presque Isle State Park 
for this kickoff. There were hundreds of 
fishermen gathered around the perimeter 

of the Waterworks ponds on Presque 
Isle State Park. The floating platform on 
the East pond is traditionally reserved 
for children and the handicapped. About 
20 kids were there accompanied by 
parents. Our volunteers also gathered 
there to pitch in. Bait and fishing gear 
were provided. The weather was in the 

low 40’s at the beginning but warmed up 
after a brief passing rain. Most all of the 
kids caught fish including some nice trout 
and even a few nice crappies. We have 
participated in this even for over 20 years 
and really look forward to doing it. See 
the smiles below! 

FIRST DAY FUN



645 adults and 78 children converged on 
the Shrine Club in Erie on March 30th, 
2025 to join in the fun at our annual Ice 
Out Party. Thanks to the hard work of over 
70 volunteers we attempted to provide a 
fun event for our guests and we sure did 
accomplish that. It was a great success. 
Our kitchen crew headed by Jack Bock 
served over 1400 hot dogs, pans of 
salads, beans, sauerkraut and Greek 
sauce to what seemed to be and endless 
line of hungry participants.  Ed Kissell 

with the help of Rick Makowski, Sharon 
Lipinski, Paul Holtz, Casey Grabinski 
and Rich Cass drew out raffle tickets, 
auctioned off and handed out hundreds 
of door prizes that were donated by over 
200 individuals and businesses. 
There was a wide variety of activities 
provided by our volunteers, including a 
50-50 raffle, a picnic package raffle, pull 
tab tickets, a ham raffle, a ladies only 
raffle, a Chinese auction and tip boards 
and more.  Kids activities and games 
including a perch coloring contest were 

provided for kids by Mary Kay Keith 
and girls from Team Lubak. Each kid in 
attendance was given a SONS baseball 
cap. There was a special raffle for ladies 
in which all participants won something.
Our great team of officers and board of 
directors spent countless hours getting 
the logistics in place as well as the great 
hospitality by the staff of the Erie Shrine 
Club made the event a huge success. 
Also we would like to thank all those who 
attended for their support.

2026 ICE OUT PARTY RECAP



THANK YOU DONORS!
Special thanks to Jack Klapthor, Larry Lipinski, John Krupinski, Mary Runser and Tom Nichols for traveling hundreds of 
miles around the County to solicit door prizes. They collected over 300 prizes from our extremely generous donors. More 
thanks are in order to our major prize donors many of whom have been sponsors for decades. We also would like to thank 
our tackle shops and businesses for providing generous discounts so we could supplement our door prize collection. Please 
support all of those listed below who support us.

PLEASE NOTE IF YOU HAVE MADE A DONATION TO US  
AND YOU ARE NOT MENTUIONED BELOW, WE APOLOGIZE.

FIN AND FUR PRIZE DONORS
 Cpt. Bob Ferraro Heartbeat Charters    

Capts Steve Skrypzak &
 Tom Mascharka Waterboc Charters

Fish USA  and FishErie.com

Winschel Bros. Landscaping
Poor Richard’s Bait and Tackle

Mickey McMahon
Janitors Supply

DOOR PRIZE DONORS

12th Street Beer
A Caplan Co
A Duchini Ace Hardware
A La Carte
Around the Shores & More
Ace Hardware Union City
Ace Supply
Advance Auto
Advance Auto Edinboro
AJ’s 
All About You
Allburn Florists
Allen Stoneware
Ambridge Rose
Arrowhead Winery
Avonia Tavern
Bay & Berry Rest.
Beer & Pop Warehouse
Bianchi Honda
Big Woody’s Fireworks
Bill’s Bakery
Blaze Pizza
Bob Ferrando Ford
Boro Beer
Boyer Marine
Brasserie Dearie
Brewerie
Broman’s
Buona Cucina
Butch’s Dinor
Calamari’s
Car Care
Champion Ford Edinboro
Champion Ford Erie
Chick-Fil A
Chico’s Tavern
Claytoria
Coach’s Sports Bar
Colony Pizza & Catering
Colony Pub & Grille
Coney Island Lunch
Cooper Cuts
Country Hammer Moonshine
Covetina’s Spa
Delta Sonic
Dave Hallman Chevy
Dave’s Diner
Discount Beer Joint
Dobbler Auto Supply
Domino’s Pizza

Doug Yaple’s Vacuum
East End Angler
Eastway Lanes
Eat & Park Rest
Edinboro Chocolatier
Edinboro Outdoors
EPSFA
Erickson Memorials
Erie Batteries Starters Etc
Erie Crawford Co Op
Erie Floors
Erie Otters
Erie Philharmonic
Erie Seawolves
Erie Western PA Port Authority
Ferrier’s Hardware
Firestone
Fitness U
Flip Café
Floor Expressions
Folly’s End Fly Shop
French Creek Tackle Co
Fun & Junk
Game Cuts
Gem City Dinor
Gem City Outdoorsmen Club
Gerlach’s Garden Supply
Gindy Artwork
Girard Beer
Golden Corral
Gordon’s Market
Gorenflo’s Gun Shop
Greengarden Lanes
H W Neiger Milling Co
H&K Donuts
H&S Computer Repair
Hallmark Gifts
  Hilltop Beet
Home Depot
Imperial Buffet
Isaac Bakers
Jade Winery
Jimmy Johns
John Adams Bicycle Shop
John Krupinski
John Hall
Kraus Dept. Store
Krispy Kream Donuts
Krown Rust Prevention
Lake City Bowling
Lake Erie Variety
Larry Stadler

Larry’s Market
Lavender Blue
Longhorn Steak House
Lorie’sWild Ridge Rest.
Luminary Distilling
Luxe By Lisa
Maria’s Pizza
Mary Costello
Mary Runser
Max & Erma’s Rest
McGarrey’s Oakwood Café
McKean Tavern
McQuillen Auto
Merle Norman
Midway Beer
Moosehead Pottery
Mud Puppies Dog Grooming
NAPA Auto Parts
NAPA Auto Parts Girard
NECM Bait & Tackle
Nickel Plate Mills
NY Lunch Peninsula Dr
O.Reilly Auto Parts
Odi’s 12
Off Road Express
Olive Garden
O’Rielly Auto Parts
O’Rielly Auto Parts
O’Rielly Auto Parts
Outback Steak House
Peace Love & Little Donuts
PA Steelhead Assoc
Parker’s Gallery
Patty Leone
Patty’s Pizza
PEPSI Bottling Co,
Perry Mill Supply
Perry’s Pizza
Pittsburgh Paint Co
Potratz Florists
Presque Isle Fish & Farm
Presque Isle Gallery
Presque Isle Gun Shop
Presque Isle Winery
Pressed Book Store
Primanti Bros.
Pueblo Real
Queen Nails
R&B Allgeir
Ralph Friend
Ralph Miller Jeweler
Randy Doorman

Relish
RAS Auto Body
Ringside Tavern
Rolling Meadows Bowling
Romolo Chocolate
Roth Cadillac
Route 99 Auto Parts
Sally Beauty
Serafin’s Market
Sherwin Williams Paint
Shirley’s Dinor
Shooter’s Warehouse
Silk Screen Unlimited
Sirco Supply
Six Pack House of Beer
Skipperino’s Pizza
Sky Nails
Smith Provision Co
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Stangenelli’s 
Stan’s Garden Center West
Station Dinner Theater
Sue Capella
Tada Quit Shop
Talbot’s
The Bean
The Cork
The Loft
The Remnant Store
Tires For Less 12th&Pitts
Tom Pruzenski
Traditions
Trawka’s Market
Trellis
Trinity Apiary
Ugly Tuna
U-Haul Buffalo Rd
U-Haul East Grandview
Underdog Barbecue
Urbaniak Bros. Market
Valerio’s Restaurant
Valu Home Center
Weber Electric
Werner Books
West End Hardware
West Lake Beer
Westway Bowling
Ye Ole Sweet Shoppe
Yellow Jacket Café
Yori Wine Cellars

Lake Shore Towing
Presque Isle Fish & Farm

Boyer Marine
Vicary Insurance Agency 



FIN AND FUR RAFFLE 
WAS HELD AT THE ICE 

OUT PARTY
The conclusion of our Ice Out Party was marked 
with our Fin and Fur Raffle as it has since the 
event was started 45 years ago. The winners of 
the raffle were as follows:
1st prize $ 5000 by C. McCreadie-Erie, PA
2nd  Prize $ 1500  by Debbie Miller- 
Chester Springs, PA
3rd prize Charter on Heartbeat by Tom 
Klochak-Berthoud, CO
4thPrize Charter on Waterbok by  Linda 
Critzer-Sugar Grove, PA
5th Prize $ 300 gift cert. to FishUSA by 
Michael Petkash- Geneva, OH
6th Prize $ 250 gift cert. To Edinboro Sports  
by William Filson-Edinboro, PA
7th Prize $ 250 gift cert. To Poor Richards by 
David Scheppelman
8th Prize $ 200 gift cert. To Poor Richards by 
Tom Masi-Erie, PA
9th Prize $ 150 gift cert. To  FishUSA by  
Barrett Robinson-Erie, PA
10th Prize One Year Membership to Lake 
Shore towing by Marc Griffin-Erie, PA
11th Prize $ 200 gift cert to Presque Isle Fish& 
Farm by Tim Roberts-Saegertown, PA 
12th Prize $200 gift cert to Boyer Marine by  
M. Bliley-Waterford, PA
13th Prize $200 gift cert to John Adams 
Cycling & Fitness by M J Koenig-Erie, PA

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sat. April 25  8:30 -12 Rotary Pavilion PI State Park Annual Spring 

Clean-up volunteers needed to serve lunch to the participants.

Sat. May 2nd  8:30-11 McQuarrie’s Pond at Harborcreek Township 
Community Park Volunteers needed

Wed. May 6th  10-NOON Woodrow Wilson SPED  
East Water Works Pond Volunteers needed

Mon. May 11th  Noon-2 East Water Works pond McDowell HS  
Volunteers needed

Sat. May 16th 10-NOON Fairview Girl Scouts  
East Water Works Pond Volunteers needed

Tues. May 19th 10-? East Water Works Pond  
Neuro Restorative services group. Volunteers needed

Sat. May 23rd  9-12 Perry Monument area of Presque Isle State Park 
EPSFA’s annual Kids Fishing Day Volunteers needed. 

Wed. 27th  5-7PM Harding Elementary School  
East Water Works Pond Volunteers needed

Fri. May. 29th  10-NOON McKean 3rd grade  
East Water Works Pond Volunteers needed

SAFE BOATING COURSE OFFERED
PFBC WCO Matt Visosky will be hosting a Safe Boating Course on April 
25th from 8-4 at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center at 301 Peninsula 
Drive in Erie. The course is free and open to the public. All you have to do 
is preregister at Mvisosky@pa.gov.

In Memoriam
We must sadly note the passing of 
SONS Director Emeritus Rich Smith. 
He served our club for seven years as 
a member of our board of directors. 
He was a man of many talents who 
generously used his life skills in 
service to our club.. His friendly and 
patient manner made him fun to work 
with and to know. He was a good 
friend to all of us and will be greatly 
missed. Rest in Peace, Rich!

Send us your
 Fish Pictures!



THE SHRINK WRAP RECYCLING
has been set in place again this year. Recycling receptacles are in place at all of the Marinas along all of the Bayfront marinas. 
Last year’s Shrink Wrap Recycling Project was an outstanding success. The program was able to divert over 2,500 pounds of 
plastic from the landfill. This is equivalent to 206,200 plastic bags! This project supports the Regional Science Consortsium’s 
new PA Clean Marinas Program, in collaboration with the Erie-Western PA Port Authority and Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, 

which was made 
possible through 
a grant from the 
Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection – 
Coastal Resources 
Management 
Program. One thing 
to note; All cording 
and ropes must be 
removed from the 
shrink wrap. 
Boat owners- 
Please 
Participate-
Do your 
part for the 
environment.

HATCHERY UPDATE
As reported, on November 6, 2025, 
the 40 Anniversary of our hatchery’s 
operation began when 1600 Brown 
Trout were delivered to the SONS 
hatchery. A crew of volunteers spent 
the next 5 months feeding treating 
and caring for the fish resulting in their 
growing to 8-10 inches. On March 25, 
2026, our hatchery crew removed and 
stocked them into Presque Isle Bay. 

Following the fish stocking the tanks and 
equipment was cleaned and hatchery 
operations were closed for the season, 
because this year we will not receive our 
usual allotment of Walleye eggs. This 
was due to recent regulations imposed 
by the DEP that specifies that all fish 
that are stocked into the Great Lakes be 
tested for disease. This would require 
that our newly hatched walleye fry be 

held in the tanks for periods up to a 
month. Our past experience has shown 
through past attempts to hold walleye 
failed due to crowding, insufficient food 
and a propensity to cannibalism results in 
high mortality. Hopefully by next hatching 
season we can resolve the problems and 
resume walleye production. Sorry but 
we will not have an open house at the 
hatchery this year either.
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WOULD YOU RATHER GET  
YOUR NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?     
If you would like to get your newsletter by email rather than regular 
mail please send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om  list your name, 
address and note that you would like to change to the electronic 
version. In 2026 there were 872 members who have requested the 
change so far. You can always read the current and past issues of 
the Bucket at our web site, sonsoflakeerie.org at any time.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2026  7:00 PM 

POLISH FALCONS CLUB 
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie 

NOTE: OUR MAY MEETING WILL BE MAY 18, ONE 
WEEK EARLY DUE TO THE MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM: Our speaker will be Capt. Mark Haffley, PFBC 
Lake Erie Unit Biologist, who will give an update of the 
annual Lake Erie fish surveys and hopefully a forecast of 
what results we may expect this upcoming season.

FishUSA held their 5th annual Walleye-
Palooza event on Saturday March 
28 at the company’s showroom and 
headquarters at 6960 West Ridge Rd. in 
Fairview, PA. This year the event drew a 
crowd of over 200 fishermen and women 

who came to see the latest fishing gear, 
and learn the latest techniques from the 
pro staff and Cap. George Kuhns who 
was the main speaker who presented 
his program entitled “Four Stages of 
Walleye Fishing in Lake Erie”. There 

were some great bargains to purchase 
as well as door prizes and free give 
aways. SONS of Lake Erie volunteers 
cooked and served hundreds of hot 
dogs and drinks and at the same time 
soliciting the attendees to join our club.

WALLEYE-PALOOZA #5

Over 200 anglers learned some great fishing techniques from guest speaker George Kuhns

REMINDER- LIFE JACKETS REQUIRED
November 1 through April 30 


