Please support
our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!
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REPRESENTATIVE RYAN 1101 Peninsula Dr.

Erie, PA 16505
(814) 835-2880

REPBIZZARRO.COM

TS

AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-413-5930

FishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219

www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

Biga
FishErie.com

Online fishing information
for the Erie, PA area
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8600 Route 98
Girard, PA 16417
814-474-5730
follysend@velocity.net

Karen & Jim Phillips
owners

GORENFLO'S CO.

FORALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN BONOVAN
OWNER
1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Closed Sun & Mon

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell * Trade @

301 Mill Street  Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 » (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

‘ PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOL UTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

BOYER

Marine « Powersports

Making Waves Since 2024
1422 Seelinger Ave
Erie, PA 16505

Ph. 814-315-4304
Boyermarinesales.com

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your  Jim Siegel
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W. 15th Street

Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization « Inside Storage # Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-2492

yyw.lakeshoretowing.com Wolverine Park Marina
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* BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ® |
RESQUE Isp

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/-‘Erie, PA16506 | |

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Four Affilated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fox 814/453-3149

jims@BurtonQuinnScott.com

BurtonQuinnScott.com

GUN sHO®

Ph: 814.835.4500 Tim Parker
Fx: 814.835.4501
email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

Wesf End Hardware, LLC
1912 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16502

& s
Complola line of fastonors. 'START RIGHT, START HERE!

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fox: 814/461-1289

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

Fandienafted in
Pennsylvania
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Learn more at
realnutz.com

RcAL

REAL SMOOTH

NUTZ

HAND CRAFTED

VODKA

50% ALC/VOL 1 LITER (100 PROOF)

QUEISLE
ASSAGE

- V PARK & CABINS
B14) 8333272

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
838-2887

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 ° Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604
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ATTHE LAKE
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1204 Freedom Rd.
P.0. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
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SPECIALTY
AUTO ©« TRUCK

ACCFSSORIFS & LIPFITTING

RrownN
Rust Control
ERIE, PA 16508

814-835-0549

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCARPING

814-824-4047

2769 West 8th St
Erie, PA 16505

814-520-5047

Follow us on Facebook

PATRICK J. HARKINS

D]
House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

202 nis Offce Buiding
jox 202001
farisburg, PA 171202001
1) 787 o (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

Lzoy/z O Lake RY, [ako Oy, I2A 16425

Wi.T. SPAEDER

COMPREHENSIVE MECHANICAL CONTRACTING

R, Ph:814.456.7014
9 1602 East 18th Street, Erie, PA 16510
& www.spaeder.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE  INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN * MARINE e MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

a Dockage & Winter Storage

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Walleye Fishing Charter
‘p‘"' Yoy, Lake Erie, PA
¥

' 724.504.1355
U4
www.bigbadwolffishingcharter.com
hdw@bigbadwolffishingcharter.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

'c"Q

{p-
3 J  Capt. Becky
@'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

Your Ad Could
Be Here!

Perennial Green
o Leawn Care y

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com

Call Today!
(814)734-6056

12th Street Beer LLC
2756 W. 12th St.
Erie, PA
814-833-7904

Qggﬂzwm
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY

2670 W 11th St, Erie, PA 16505 - (814) 835-1000
CREATIVEIMPRINTSYSTEMS.COM

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3921 BUFFALO ROAD 16510

e
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

BUE

1| SRAUS
3 ‘DEPARTMENT STORE
; 810 Parade Street, Erie, PA

SN SIVIY

www.krausdeptstore.com

Office

East End Angler Bait & Tackle

814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or
Visit our Website - eastendangler.net
for fishing reports, weather and pictures
Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

| PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know

e {
more about us? " @
PA £
Stee

Thead
pasteelhead.com L_Association

info@pasteelhead.com

Your Ad Could
Be Here!
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According to a story aired by Erie News
Now on August 26, 2025, Erie’s Presque
Isle Bay has been named one of the
top 10 winter fishing destinations in the
country by FishingBooker.

“Presque Isle Bay is one of the first
spots to provide safe ice for anglers to
fish through, and this can happen as
early as December,” said the website,
which matches fishing guides with

FLAG SHIP
OPEN
DRAWS BIG
INTEREST

After being postponed for one
week, the Flagship Open ice
fishing tournament commenced
at 7 AM on January 31, 2026
at Misery Bay on Presque Isle
State Park. The tournament was
sponsored by FishUSA and the
Western PA Team Bass Series.
Seventy eight teams participated
despite the very cold conditions
that day. There was an 8-fish limit
consisting of any combination of
crappie, perch, and/or bluegill.
The event concluded at 2:00 PM.
The first place winner was angler
Eric Yurkschatt. He entered a total
weight of 4.74lbs, which include
a huge 1.16lb perch! There were
hundreds of prizes including cash
and fishing gear. Full results can
be seen at: https://www.wptbs.
net/2026-flagship-ice-open

anglers all over the world. “As soon
as the conditions allow it, excited ice
fishermen flock from all over the country
and start drilling holes.”

In spite of a couple of false starts
caused by temperature fluctuations, the
ice finally formed on Presque Isle Bay
in the last half of January and living up
to the Erie News Now story. The anglers
showed up in force. There were about
20 days in a row that had temps below

freezing and even below zero and by
the first week of February the ice had
thickened to ten plus inches and Lake
Erie had over 90% ice cover.

Yellow Perch, Crappie, and Blue Gill
are being caught in the Bay, Misery
Bay, Horseshoe Pond, and Marina
Lake. Size and quantities are variable
according to the reports on Facebook
and the grapevine.

LATE SHIP ARRIVALS BREAK UP BAY ICE

Top to Bottom, on January 24th USCG the Algoma Niagara sailed into Presque after
the ice was broken up by ice breakers. Notice the ice fishermen on Misery Bay in the
background and on Feb. 8th the Kaministqua is getting ready to leave. Luckily none
of the ice breaking activity caused any problems within the usual ice fishing areas,
however the ice breaking may facilitate movement of the ice in the event of high
winds as the ice is now unlocked. Use caution when venturing onto the ice! These
ship movements are awful late this year.

PATRIOT ON
THE BAY

The American Flag flying
over the ice fishing
hut near the “Head” of
Presque Isle bay caught
my attention. Our hats are
off to this patriotic angler.
God Bless Americal




SONS 2026
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a smallmouth bass this year. This is in
keeping with featuring a native species fish
on the button. You can pick up the 2026 pin at
anyone of our events or meetings or you can
get one by sending $3.00 to SONS of Lake
Erie, 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.0O.N.S., 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2026
=_ Name
/i 3 Address
== City State Zip
QKE?ER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [0 $5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)

[ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

P o

On Saturday February 7, 2026 the
Presque Isle Partnership held the
annual Winter Discovery Day at Presque
Isle State Park. Twenty SONS of Lake
Erie volunteers were on hand to help
out along with DCNR Environmental
Specialists and other volunteers,
giving people the opportunity to learn
and play at the peninsula. There were
many different activities people could
participate in including, ice fishing, ice
skating, and learning how to snow shoe.

The day was sunny and clear with near
zero temperatures. The Rotary Pavilion

AT PRESQUE ISLE

and other cabins were open with
fireplaces working as warm up locations
along with other demonstrations going
on. There were also activities and indoor
educational exhibits and videos at the
Tom Ridge Environmental Center and
the Presque lIsle Lighthouse was open
to visitors.

The SONS Volunteers helped out with
the ice fishing and also set up our ice
fishing game for kids to try inside the
Rotary Pavilion.

Outside, the Environmental Specialist
set up an ice fishing tent to make it more

+
WINTER DISCOVERY DAY *

¥*

comfortable for the kids to fish. They
also set up an underwater camera for
the kids to see the fish below the ice.
SONS Director Ron Morrow brought his
gas powered auger and used it to make
fishing holes. SONS Secretary John
Krupinski cleared snow away from the
holes.

There were about 200 participants,
which was lower than usual, probably
because of the extreme cold, but those
who tried seemed to like ice fishing. Only
one fish was caught. It was a nice Brown
Trout. Thanks for the pics, Chuck.

LtoR Park Env. Specialists set up warming tent while SONS Director Ron Morrow drills holes,
Sec. John Krupinski shovels snow while Pl Partnership Ex. Dir. Jon DeMarco gives a TV interview.

=T

LtoR Volunteers gather outside warming tent, inside tent Environmental Specialist helps kids fish while others try it outside.




LtoR Fishing outside while inside the hut a nice brown trout is caught while others try outside

MEANWHILE INSIDE THE ROTARY PAVILION

e S

LtoR Winter Discovery Day participants come to warm up and get a hot lunch
while kids gather around to play the SONS ice fishing game.

LtoR Having lunch by the fireplace and others play the game
while Environmental Specialist John Laskos show a collection of skins on animals found at PI.

Yellow Perch caught in Presque Isle Bay or the inland waters of Presque Isle
must be at least 7 inches long. The regulation is in effect from December 1 to
April 30.

A person shall wear a Coast Guard approved personal flotation device (PFD or
life jacket) during the cold weather months from November 1 through April 30
while underway or at anchor on boats less than 16 feet in length or any canoe or

kayak.




FISH USA OFFERS GREAT
“HOW TO” ARTICLES

The FishUSA Pro Staff members have published numerous articles on fishing
techniques and equipment configuration on their web site at: https://www.fishusa.
com/learn/. Are you new to ice fishing or other types of fishing if so there are many
articles including:

Kids on the Ice: How to Make Ice Fishing Fun, Safe, and Comfortable for
Families at https://www.fishusa.com/learn/ice-fishing-with-kids/

Done right, ice fishing with kids is one of the best ways to introduce them to winter,
wild places, and the excitement of watching a bobber dip or a spring bobber
load up. Done wrong, they'll decide they hate ice fishing before they ever really
experience it. This guide breaks down practical, advanced family ice fishing tips to
make your time on the hardwater fun, safe, and comfortable—for you and your kids.

We’ll cover safety basics, how to dress kids for success, choosing the right weather
and lakes, kid-friendly gear, games and snacks, simple teaching strategies, and a
set of FAQs that answer the most common questions parents have about taking
kids on the ice.

Tips for Beginner Ice Anglers: Start Safe, Stay Warm, Catch Fish at https:/
www.fishusa.com/learn/tip-for- Curious about ice fishing but not sure where to
start? You're not alone. Plenty of people want to try it but get overwhelmed by the
gear, worried about ice safety, or simply unsure how to actually catch fish through a
hole in the ice. If that sounds familiar, these practical, no-nonsense tips for beginner
ice anglers are for you.

In this guide, we’ll walk step-by-step through everything you really need to know
for your first few trips: how thick the ice should be, which beginner ice fishing gear
is worth buying, what to wear to stay comfortable, basic locations and techniques,
and the common mistakes that cost new anglers fish. We'll also include answers to
the most common beginner questions.

By the time you finish reading, you'll be ready to plan your first ice fishing trip with
confidence—and actually enjoy it.

Ice Fishing: Inline vs Spinning Reel — Which Setup Is Best for You? https://
www.fishusa.com/learn/ice-fishing-inline-vs-spinning-reel-bd774e/

If you've spent much time on hardwater, you’ve probably heard this debate: ice
fishing — inline vs spinning reel, which is better? Most anglers start with a simple
spinning reel, then later see seasoned panfish guys running slick inline setups and
wonder if they’re missing out. The truth is, both reel types have real strengths and
weaknesses, and choosing the right one can make a huge difference in how your
lures behave and how many fish you put topside.

In this guide, we’ll break down inline vs spinning reels for ice fishing in plain
language. You'll learn how each reel works, where each shines, and how to match
the right reel to your species, depth, and fishing style. Along the way, you'll get
practical setup advice, common mistakes to avoid, and answers to the most
common FAQs anglers ask when they’re trying to decide which reel to buy.

By the end, you'll know exactly which ice fishing reel belongs on each rod in your
sled—and how to get the most from both inline and spinning reels on the ice.

Top 9 Ice Baits for Lake Erie Walleye found at https://www.fishusa.com/learn/
top-ice-baits-for-lake-erie-walleye/

When winter locks up Lake Erie and the crowds of trollers disappear, the diehards
know the fun is just getting started. This lake is home to an incredible walleye
population, and the anglers who dial in the right ice baits for Lake Erie walleye can
enjoy some of the best action of the year. But with so many spoons, jigging baits,
and blade baits on the market, it's easy to get overwhelmed.

This guide breaks down the top 9 ice baits for Lake Erie walleye—lures that have
earned a permanent place in hardwater boxes all around the Big Lake. You'll learn
when to reach for each one, how to work it on Erie’s deep basins and structure,
and what colors and sizes tend to shine in real-world conditions.

There are many other articles like these on the FishUSA site check them out.

‘Ice Out
‘Party

set for
March 29th

The SONS of Lake Erie Annual Ice Out
Party will be held on Sunday March
29th from 1-5 at the Erie Shrine Club
located at W.38 and Zuck Rd. The
admission to the party will be $15 for
adults and $5.00 for kids 15 & Under.
With much reluctance it was necessary
to raise the cost of admission for adults
in order to be in line with our operating
costs. You should have received a
mailing including more information
regarding this fund raiser as well as
benefit tickets soon. If not, call 814-
453-2270 or email sonslakeri@aol.
com and we’ll get some for you.
The Ice Out Party has been our major
fund raiser for over 40 years now. It
was named ICE OUT to celebrate the
end of winter and the beginning of
another fishing season. It is a family
friendly event and is open to the public.
There are games of chance, door
prizes, kid’s games, door prizes, food
and beverages. Come and join us.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

MONDAY, FEB. 23, 2026

7:00 PM

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: Expert Angler Jeremy
Scott will talk about his recent trip of a
lifetime to Guatemala catching Sailfish
and Mahi.

NOTICE: Because we cancelled the
January General Membership Meeting
we will hold the drawing for our
membership drive benefit winners at
our February 23 meeting. If you were
not able to turn in your tickets you will
be able to do so at this meeting.
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SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.
3411 PEACH ST BOX 233 ERIE, PA 16508

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR SONS
NEWS LETTER BY EMAIL?

If you would like to get your newsletter by email rather than regular
mail please send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your name,
address and note that you would like to change to the electronic
version. In 2026 there were 872 members who have requested the
change so far. You can always read the current and past issues of

the Bucket at our web site, sonsoflakeerie.org at any time.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB

431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: Expert Angler Jeremy Scott will tak about
his recent trip of a lifetime to Guatemala catching

Sailfish and Mahi.

PROPOSAL HAS NEW SHIPYARD IN ERIE

On January 28th, 2026 the Erie Western PA
Port Authority, heard a proposal from Gem
City Shipbuilding, an organization aiming
to transform the former Erie Coke company
property into a U.S. Navy shipyard to build
vessels for national defense. Building US Navy
vessels here has been part of our heritage
since 1813 when we built the fleet of ships that
were used to win the Battle of Lake Erie and
the War of 1812. In 1843 the first iron hulled
ship in the US Navy was assembled here and
during WWII the Perry Shipbuilding Co. built
over 30 vessels for the war effort. Hundreds
of vessels have been built here over the years
evolving from sailing ships, steam ships, iron
and steel ships including two 1000 ft long lake
carriers. The Don Jon Shipbuilding facility is
still in operation building and repairing vessels
of all kinds.

In the presentation, Gem City Shipbuilding’s
spokesperson said the project could cost
anywhere between $250 million to $750 million,
funded both privately and publicly. By reviving
Erie’s legacy of naval shipbuilding, Gem City
Shipbuilding will contribute to national security
while invigorating the economy of Erie and the
surrounding Great Lakes region. The plan

will help the US keep up with China who is
building 6 naval ships as opposed to 1.8 in
the US.

Before any plans can move forward the
remediation of contaminants at the former Erie
Coke site must be completed. If it goes forward
high employment and high salaries will be the
result. The presenters promised reliance on
greener technology in their production.

The Marinette Marine Corp in Marinette
Wisconsin is already building navy ships on
the Great Lakes. The company employs 2,175
workers. If it comes true here benefits would
trickle down as tax revenue, small businesses
such as logistics firms, fabricators, and so on.
Our local, state, and federal legislators are on
board. We’ll see what happens.

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Saturday April 4
8-12 East Waterworks Pond
Trout opening day Volunteers
needed

BAYFRONT
CONVENTION
CENTER SHOWS

We have been invited by
Erie Events to participate in
the upcoming shows at the
Bayfront Convention Center:

Feb 27- Mar 1
Erie Boat & Fishing Expo
Volunteers needed.

We will need volunteers to
help out at these shows and
signup sheets and schedules
will be available at our general
meetings prior to the dates.





