Please support
our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!

G
g L, wopt,
REPRESENTATIVE RYAN 1101 Peninsula Dr.

Erie, PA 16505
(814) 835-2880

REPBIZZARRO.COM

TS

AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-413-5930

FishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800.922.1219

www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

Biga
FishErie.com

Online fishing information
for the Erie, PA area
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8600 Route 98
Girard, PA 16417
814-474-5730
follysend@velocity.net

Karen & Jim Phillips
owners

GORENFLO'S CO.

FORALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN BONOVAN
OWNER
1821 State Street
Erie, Pa 16501
814-452-4855

Closed Sun & Mon

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell * Trade @

301 Mill Street  Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 » (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

‘ PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SO UTIONS

Your complete print and direct mail source

4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
814-833-8080
www.printingconceptsonline.com

BOYER

Marine « Powersports

Making Waves Since 2024
1422 Seelinger Ave
Erie, PA 16505

Ph. 814-315-4304
Boyermarinesales.com

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your  Jim Siegel
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W. 15th Street

Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization « Inside Storage # Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-2492

yyw.lakeshoretowing.com Wolverine Park Marina
CAKES = F dliest
ORE 1, 456367 K,s Daily-Weekly-Monthly OSE 7
v FYSAT] NG a\f—é EI. (A:-IHE1 SeT €2 Seasonal Dock Rental The Family Fratermity  Town
T emvces e, EIE PA 16507 m:‘;um pplies East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
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* BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ® |
RESQUE Isp

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/-‘Erie, PA16506 | |

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Four Affilated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fox 814/453-3149

jims@BurtonQuinnScott.com

BurtonQuinnScott.com

GUN sHO®

Ph: 814.835.4500 Tim Parker
Fx: 814.835.4501
email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

Wesf End Hardware, LLC
1912 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16502

& s
Complola line of fastonors. 'START RIGHT, START HERE!

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fox: 814/461-1289

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

Fandienafted in
Pennsylvania

OkEMO|
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Learn more at
realnutz.com

RcAL

REAL SMOOTH

NUTZ

HAND CRAFTED

VODKA

50% ALC/VOL 1 LITER (100 PROOF)

QUEISLE
ASSAGE

- V PARK & CABINS
B14) 8333272

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
838-2887

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 ° Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

\ 4

ATTHE LAKE

w i
1204 Freedom Rd.
P.0. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

stvries

SPECIALTY
AUTO ©« TRUCK

ACCFSSORIFS & LIPFITTING

RrownN
Rust Control
ERIE, PA 16508

814-835-0549

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCARPING

814-824-4047

2769 West 8th St
Erie, PA 16505

814-520-5047

Follow us on Facebook

PATRICK J. HARKINS

D]
House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

202 nis Offce Buiding
jox 202001
farisburg, PA 171202001
1) 787 o (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4591949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

Lzoy/z O Lake RY, [ako Oy, I2A 16425

Wi.T. SPAEDER

COMPREHENSIVE MECHANICAL CONTRACTING

R, Ph:814.456.7014
9 1602 East 18th Street, Erie, PA 16510
& www.spaeder.com

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE  INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN * MARINE e MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

a Dockage & Winter Storage

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

Walleye Fishing Charter
‘p‘"' Yoy, Lake Erie, PA
¥

' 724.504.1355
U4
www.bigbadwolffishingcharter.com
hdw@bigbadwolffishingcharter.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

'c"Q

{p-
3 J  Capt. Becky
@'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

@ THE UPS STORE
PRINT EXPERTS

3411 Peach Street
Erie PA, 16508

814-464-1566
store5271@theupsstore.com

Perennial Green
o Leawn Care y

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com

Call Today!
(814)734-6056

12th Street Beer LLC
2756 W. 12th St.
Erie, PA
814-833-7904

Qggﬂzwm
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY

2670 W 11th St, Erie, PA 16505 - (814) 835-1000
CREATIVEIMPRINTSYSTEMS.COM

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3921 BUFFALO ROAD 16510

e
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

BUE

1| SRAUS
3 ‘DEPARTMENT STORE
; 810 Parade Street, Erie, PA

SN SIVIY

www.krausdeptstore.com

Office

East End Angler Bait & Tackle

814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or
Visit our Website - eastendangler.net
for fishing reports, weather and pictures
Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

| PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know

e {
more about us? " @
PA £
Stee

Thead
pasteelhead.com L_Association

info@pasteelhead.com

Your Ad Could
Be Here!
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FISHING REPORT:

The ice is gone, but fishing is not, as is

head of the bay in the shallow water and the boats on Misery Bay. The ice was still around
at the beginning of March but high temps and rain soon made it go away. We had about 8
weeks of good ice and it attracted many anglers who took advantage of its presence. On-line

reports indicated some good success. Th
it necessary to fish more towards the he

patterns too. Here are some pictures that were posted on Facebook that caught my interest—

sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

evident with the 20+ anglers | saw wading at the

is year it appears that the fish concentrations made
ad of the bay. Shallower water seemed to change

This picture show someone operating an ATV on the bay, Tim Tomlin showing off a nice perch. Bicentennial tower dwarfs 2 anglers

pulling a train of sleds.

TWO SPEAKERS AT
MARCH MEETING!

We will have two speakers at
our March 23, Meeting.

John Schmidt, Program Manager for
Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors
& Premiers will tell us about the “100%
Great Lake Fish Initiative” which focuses
on ways to fully utilize (and divert from
landfills) all fish commercially caught,
raised in aquaculture, and/or processed
in the region. This would include the
waste accumulated at our fish cleaning
stations. He will be accompanied by the
GSGP Exec. Director, David Naftzger
and Deputy Director, Peter Johnson.

PFBC Exec. Director Tim Schaeffer,
will speak about a study currently being
done by the Wildlife Management
Institute which is evaluating ways in
which the PA Fish and Boat Commission
and the PA Game Commission can work
together to achieve more efficiency.

(lower left) on the Bay.

THE BEST TROUT LURES

according to an online post on the Field and Stream web site, the lures listed
below are good for catching trout. Most of us have at least one or two of them
already in our tackle box. We all have our personal favorite, but maybe it's time
to try something else. The post tells the pros and cons of each lure and where
they work best.

1. Panther Martin Spinner 11. Rapala X-Rap
2. Worden’s Original Rooster Talil 12. Rebel Jointed Minnow
3. Mepps Aglia Spinner 13. Yo-Zuri Pin’s Minnow
4. Blue Fox Classic Vibrax 14. Rebel Hellgrammite
5. Joe’s Flies Hot-4-Trout Kit 15. Acme Phoebe
6. Trout Magnet Neon Kit 16. Acme Kastmaster
7. Kalin’'s Marabou Jig 17. Thomas Buoyant Spoon
8. Mister Twister Curly Tail Grub 18. Keitech FAT Swing Impact
9. Rapala Original Floating Minnow  19. Berkley PowerBait Floating
10. Smithwick Suspending Trout Worm
Rattlin’ Rogue 20. C.P. Swing Spinner

For more information visit the web site at:

https://www.fieldandstream.com/outdoor-gear/fishing/
baits-lures-and-flies/best-trout-lures




SONS 2026
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a smallmouth bass this year. This is in
~ keeping with featuring a native species fish

on the button. You can pick up the 2026 pin at
anyone of our events or meetings or you can
get one by sending $3.00 to SONS of Lake
Erie, 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!

MAIL TO: S.0O.N.S., 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP

2026

‘T Name
Address
== City State Zip
QKE?EB\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [0 $5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)

[ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

‘Ice Out Party secor March 29th

The Ice Out Party has been our major fund raiser for over 40 years now. It was named ICE OUT to celebrate snow and
ice breaking up and the end of winter and the beginning of another fishing season. It is a family friendly event and is open
to the public. There are games of chance, door prizes, kid’s games, door prizes, food and beverages. Come and join us.

ANNUAL FIN & FUR
BENEFIT RAFFLE IN
PROGRESS

“The Fantastic Fin & Fur” benefit is our
largest fund raiser. We mailed out tickets
for the benefit which helps support all of
our activities The suggested donation
for the tickets is $5.00 each or three for
$10.00. Each ticket gives you a chance
to win one of 13 great prizes. No donation
is necessary to participate in the drawing
but all donations are greatly appreciated.
You need not to be present to win. The
drawing will be held on March 29th, 2026
at our “lce Out Party” The list of prizes
is below:

1st Prize: $5,000 Cash, 2nd Prize: $1500
Cash, 3rd Prize: 8 hour Lake Erie Fish
Charter on “Heartbeat”, courtesy of Capt. Bob
Ferraro, 4th Prize: half-day walleye charter
on the “Waterbok” with Capt. Steve Skrypzak,
5th Prize: $300 Gift Card sponsored
by FishUSA.com and FishErie.com, 6th
Prize: $250 Gift Card to Edinboro Sports
Sponsored by Winschel Bros. Landscaping,
7th Prize: $250 Gift Card to Poor Richards
Bait and Tackle sponsored by Poor Richards,
8th Prize: $250 Gift Certificate to “Poor
Richard’s Bait & Tackle”, sponsored by Mickey
McMahon, 9th Prize: $150 gift card to Fish
USA sponsored by Janitors Supply Co., 10th
Prize: One year membership to Lake Shore
Towing sponsored by Capt. Eric Guerrein,
11th Prize: $200 in Gift Card to Presque Isle
Fish & Farm sponsored by Presque Isle Fish
and Farm, 12th Prize: $200 in Gift Card to
Boyer Marine sponsored by Boyer Marine,
13th Prize: $200 in Gift Card to John Adams
Cycling & Fitness sponsored by Vicary
Insurance Agency.

If you have not yet turned in your
tickets, you may do so at our Ice
Out Party or our March 23 meeting

JOIN THE FUN!

COME TO THE
S.0.N.S. OF LAKE ERIE

ICE OUT PARTY!

SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2026
AT THE

ERIE SHRINE CLUB %
WEST 38 & ZUCKRD. &,
1-5PM

il

TODDLERS ARE FREE

f“a’w p,affws po”

ADMISSION: 0
p ADULTS- $15, KIDS 15 AND UNDER- $5.00




FIRST RESPONDERS ANSWER CALLS FOR HELP

We are so fortunate to have brave, dedicated and capable first responders watching out for us.
The following is a narrative that was posted on Facebook:

Ice Rescue - 1 Ore Dock Road - 2/15/2026

Early Sunday morning at 2:30 a.m., (EFD) second platoon
crews were dispatched to the area of 1 Ore Dock Road near
the ships in port for a reported person through the ice. Upon
arrival, crews were advised that the victim had already fallen
through the ice and was believed to be freezing in the water;
however, the exact location was unknown. All personnel
were directed to move to the water’s edge and scan for any
signs of the victim. Dispatch advised that the victim had a
cell phone with a camera/flashlight activated.

Engine 8 personnel located a potential visual on the victim
approximately 500-800 feet offshore. An ice rescue was
initiated. Captain Hollenbeck, Firefighter Carpin, and
Lieutenant Johnston donned dry suits. The ice rescue boat
was deployed and properly rigged with shore-based tether
lines. Athree-person rescue team proceeded onto the ice and
made contact with the victim while being belayed from shore.

Atthe sametime, U.S. Coast Guard personnel were operating
on the north side of the bay conducting a shoreline search.
A Coast Guard helicopter was considered; however, due to
an estimated 90-minute ETA, the aircraft was not launched.

EFD and the Coast Guard personnel reached the victim,
who was wet, hypothermic, and unable to self-extricate.
The victim was secured and loaded into the ice rescue boat.
Shore crews utilized tether lines to assist in pulling the boat
and rescuers back to shore.

THE FEBRUARY SPEAKER

was Jeremy Scott, who gave a great presentation about
his dream fishing trip to Guatemala catching sail fish,
He had prepared a nice slide show about his trip but
due to technical problems we were not able to project
the show on the screen. In spite of this setback Jeremy
still presented us with a great story and the details of his
experience.

TEN LUCKY WINNERS

Because we cancelled the January General Membership
meeting, the drawing for the winners of our membership
drive drawing was held at our February 23 General
Membership meeting. The ten winners were as follows,
each being awarded a $100:

Dennis Christopher-Erie, PA, John & Debbie Fuller-
Wattsburg,PA, John Glaspell-Erie-PA, Douglas lams-
Harrison City, PA, Nancy Weil-Cambridge Springs, PA,
Tom Mika- Summerville, PA, Margaret Soffa-Renfrew,
PA, Donald Calabrese-Erie, PA, Robert Heeter-Erie,PA,
Debbie Sandell-Springboro, PA

Thanks To All of You
Who Included A Donation

With Your Membership
Applications

Tower 2 placed ground ladders to create a ramp from the ice
edge to the shoreline. A Stokes basket was used to package
the patient. The patient was transferred from the rescue boat
to the Stokes basket, carried up the ladder system, and then
placed onto a waiting stretcher. EMS personnel initiated
patient care and transported the patient to UPMC Hamot
for further evaluation. One firefighter was injured during the
rescue and was taken to to the hospital for their injury.

Job well done is an understatement, gentleman. Great job
to everyone involved. EFD, Erie County Dispatch, Coast
Guard, EmergyCare, EPD

Drone shot courtesy of EFD Photographer, Austin Hodak the day
after the rescue. The circles are where EFD crews were located
and approximately where the victim was rescued.

The SONS have sponsored training and equipment for our
EFD water rescue team since its organization in the late
1990’s . We are so glad we did.

Another rescue by first responders took place in an unusual
situation on March 2 at Presque Isle State Park. Park rangers
received a call for help from a woman who was hiking on
foot with her dog in Th Ag LRSS L O R T
the swampy area at ST T MR

the Head of the Bay.
She was stuck in mud
up to her knees and
couldn’t get out. Fire
fighters  responded
and were able to get
her out.

Photo by R.E. Williams




SHOWS OFFER OPPORTUNITY TO GROW MEMBERS

The kickoff the SONS activity season
usually starts with the various shows
that are put on at the Bayfront
Convention Center. The Annual Auto
Show, RV and Outdoor Show and
the Boat and Fishing Shows draw
thousands of visitors. We are afforded

the opportunity to participate in these
events. We do so by setting up a
table where we can meet the public
and sign up new members, sell raffle
tickets etc.

We also are invited to do the same at
several gun raffles in town.

The hard work by our volunteers
headed by Chuck Miller at the
Convention center shows and Rich
Brine at the gun raffles we were able to
sign nearly 300 members and sell over
700 raffle tickets. We love meeting
people and promoting our club.

L- Potential new members join with the help at our volunteers at the Boat & fishing show, M- Kids stop by to play our ice fishing game
for a prize and R- Larry Lipinski and Dave Mikeska taught kids how to cast.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Saturday April 4 8-12 East Waterworks Pond Trout
opening day Volunteers needed

Saturday April 25 8:30 -12 Rotary Pavilion Pl State
Park Annual Spring Clean-up volunteers needed to serve
lunch to the participants.

FISH USA TO MOVE
HEADQUARTERS
Aired on YOUR ERIE.COM MARCH 5, 2026

Don Pastore, president of
FishUSA, announced that
FishUSA would be moving
its headquarters to the
Ironworks Square campus
; X which is being developed on
— T the site of the Erie Malleable
Iron Co. at West 12 and Cherry St. The need for more space
for the growing company triggered the need to move. The
company currently operates out of Fairview but plans to
relocate once the new facility is finished.“We want to continue
to grow, and we are constrained by space here,” Pastore
said. “We’re running out of office space. We continue to bring
in more products, so with a larger warehouse, bigger office
space, and with a nicer retail space, we think we can service
more customers.” Pastore described the new park as a central
part of the West 12th Street redevelopment. “This is kind of
the anchor project to redevelop 12th Street, and we’re really
proud to be a part of it,” Pastore said.

_ Presque Isle Bay Anglers
George Kuhns - 2h - (&

Walleye Palooza 5 is shaping up to... more

¥rishUSA|PRQ SHOP

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP'
PRESENTS

Loyoayos]
@ Gl w@m FishUSA Pro SI'IOP

We are giving one luchy attendee 0
a walleye-palooza prize pack that Fairview, PA 16415
any angler would love! MY
E 4 DENLSY
GUES g PEAKE Buy 2, Get 1 Free
Bandit Walleye
o ScorgE kunn® . Deep Divers
A tages of Walleye Fishing in Lake E"t 5 30% Off
tegr  Intro to Walleye Fishing - Basic equipme™ = All FishUSA
f sm,;:i ues for catching fish. i Flagship Rods
& the gogs o lumbers - Add took to U 20% Off
: Select FishUSA Nets

* 5t Gge 3,

..3¢ 3: Serious Anglers - Tournaments & honing
skills ¢

target trophy size fish.
* Stage 4: Mentor - Helping other anglers
learn to catch fish & sharing

your experience.

FHEE FooD & BRINRS

Served by
The SONS of Lake Erie
Starting at 11 AM

REMINDER- TO SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE, WE MAIL ONLY ONE COPY

OF OUR NEWSLETTER TO THE SAME ADDRESS.
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by the S.0.N.S. of Lake Erie
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.
3411 PEACH ST BOX 233 ERIE, PA 16508

A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

WOULD YOU RATHER GET
YOUR NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?

If you would like to get your newsletter by email rather than regular
mail please send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your name,
address and note that you would like to change to the electronic
version. In 2026 there were 872 members who have requested the
change so far. You can always read the current and past issues of
the Bucket at our web site, sonsoflakeerie.org at any time.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB

431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: TWO SPEAKERS! John Schmidt, Program
Manager for Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors &
Premier, and PFBC Exec. Director Tim Schaeffer—

see more inside!

ERIE PA
PERMIT NO. 480

WATER LEVEL IN LAKE ERIE FALLS BELOW NORMAL

Now that the ice cover along the lake
and Presque Isle Bay has gone one can
notice that there is a lot more visible
beach, previous sunken features are
now protruding above the water like
sunken piers in Misery Bay, sunken
vessels at the head of the bay, old break

agoons Presque Isle StatePark

MOL;TH OF WALNUT
CREEK OPENED UP

PFBC crew using excavators to clean
out opening at Walnut Creek 3/5/2066

walls. At the beginning of this month
Lake Erie’s level was 7 inches below
the long term average. This contrasts to
the high water in 2020 which was about
three feet above the long term average.
The lowest level that Lake Erie occurred
in 1934 when it dropped to 568.24 ft

Presque Isle Bay West of Hatchery

\/
1

3

SAFE BOATING
COURSE OFFERED

PFBC WCO Matt Visosky will be
hosting a Safe Boating Course
on April 25th from 8-4 at the Tom
Ridge Environmental Center at 301
Peninsula Drive in Erie. The course
is free and open to the public. All
you have to do is preregister at
Mvisosky@pa.gov.

above sea level. The average normal is
571 ft. One benchmark really stands out
in the slip alongside our hatchery where
our intake pipe is located. The photos
below best illustrate the change.






